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We saved
the Library

At the end of July Hampshire County Council (HCC)
announced that Emsworth’s library would be spared from
threatened closure. Our much loved library will continue to
operate from 23 High Street, with reduced opening hours,
until sometime in 2021 when it will relocate to Emsworth
Community Centre, North Street. Back in January, HCC
stated that Emsworth was one of 10 libraries they wished to
close subject to consultation.

The people of Emsworth responded and a
public meeting was convened on 11 February
at the Baptist Church. Over 150 residents
listened to Nicola Horsey, HCC lead officer
on libraries, set out HCC's need to save £1.76
million from the library budget. The residents
were determined and constructive and made
it very clear to Ms Horsey that they wanted
a library in Emsworth run by the Hampshire
Library Service. The meeting was the turning
point in the campaign.

Across Hampshire over 21,000 residents
completed the online consultation exercise
withover1,000Emsworthpeoplecontributing.
Behinds the scenes the Emsworth Residents
Association (ERA), Emsworth Community
Association (ECA) and local politicians worked
hard to come up with a solution. Closure of
our library would have had a devastating
effect on our community and taken away a
valuable resource from our town centre. Other
towns whose libraries were threatened with
closure petitioned and protested to no avail.
In Emsworth we offered a workable solution
which has saved the library. The decision by all
the groups who met together at the start was
to take a constructive approach rather than a
public campaign.

The real issue with Emsworth Library was
not its popularity (it has 2,227 members and
67,527 visits p.a.) but its very high overheads,
of c¢. £100,000 p.a. In order to provide a
sustainable solution it was agreed that the
library, staffed by professional assistants,
could be rehoused in under-used space within
the Community Centre. The ECA, who own
the Community Centre, agreed to offer space
in return for a modest financial contribution
from HCC. Once the library has relocated it
may be possible to extend opening hours using
volunteers.

- “Thankyou to all
) the residents
(who) worked
with us..it

all helped
make a key
difference”
Clir Ray Bolton

HCC Councillor for Emsworth, Ray Bolton
said: “Thank you to all the residents that
worked in partnership with us to keep open
the Emsworth Library. The excellent result
that we are set to achieve shows what can be
done when the whole community comes to-
gether to achieve a common goal. So whether
you responded to the public consultation or at-
tended one of the public meetings it all helped
make a key difference.

HCC Leader Councillor Sean Woodward said:
“In coming to this decision, we have carefully
analysed dataonlibraryuse, alongside the val-
uable input of more than 21,000 people who
shared their views in our public consultation.
| have spoken to many consultees and visited
every library in Hampshire.”

In August a further consultation was car-
ried out about the opening hours of existing
libraries. This is expected to reduce the open-
ing hours of most libraries by about 20%.
Emsworth Library is currently (October) open
onTues10 a.m. - 1p.m. and 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. Fri
10a.m.-1p.mand2pm.-4p.m.Sat10a.m.-1
p.m.As from1January 2021 Emsworth Library
willbe open: Tues9.30a.m.-5p.m., Thurs 9.30
a.m. - 5p.m, Fri 9.30 a.m. - 5 p.m. Sat 9.30
a.m. - 1.30 p.m. (Closed Mon and Weds).

The Ems and the ERA has been proud to sup-
portthe campaign to keep thelibrary open. We
first raised awareness of thisissue on the front
page of the Winter 2020 edition. In the Spring
2020 edition we gave a full page to the 11
February meeting (see above) and first floated
the idea of a move to the Community Centre.
In the Summer 2020 edition we gave another
full page of updates about the library. The ERA
and The Ems are your voice in the community.
We will continue to campaign for local issues
because we are a community newspaper who
have been supporting Emsworth since 1977.
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Chairman’s Report

Words by Theo Schofield, Chair of the Emsworth Residents’ Association

This edition of The Ems contains a number
of examples of the ways that commu-

nity action groups can make a real
difference to the lives of people
in Emsworth. These include
the campaign to persuade the
Hampshire Library Service to
continue to run the Library
in Emsworth, our front page
story. The work of the Emsworth
Alliance in mobilising volunteers
to support people during the worst the
lockdown. The charity, Verity’s Gift, raising
funds to improve the Emsworth Park play
area. Emsworth in Bloom maintaining all
the floral displays in the town, and we must
not forget the campaign to keep Emsworth
Surgery inthe community hospital. All these
have been supported by the Emsworth
Residents’ Association.

The Emsworth Neighbourhood Plan
described “what makes a successful town
centre” as one that has a range of services
within walking distance, creating footfall
which benefits the local businesses and lo-
cal economy. Face-to-face interactions are
more likely to occur on the street, and these
chance encounters help improve individual
happiness and wider social cohesion.

In the current climate we cannot take the
future of our town for granted. Most of the
businesses in the town are now open, and
those that remained open during the lock-
down are benefitting from loyalty from their
customers. However there are a number of
premises that are empty or for sale.

ThedraftTown Plan, described on page 21,
has been commissioned by the ERA, to con-
sider the ways that more pedestrian space
could be created, traffic could be calmed,
and the appearance of the town made more

welcoming. It also proposes a cycle route

through the town which could link with

the Chichester-Emsworth path pro-

posed by Highways England.

\ The Town Plan is only a draw-

ing and a set of ideas for dis-

cussion and consultation. We

are looking for comments from

residents, businesses and the

interested parties before arguing
for its implementation.

The other immediate challenge is the
Government’s White Paper on Planning,
and its formula, or algorithm, for allocat-
ing housing requirements to councils. This
would increase the number of houses to be
built in Havant from 504 to 937 per year,
as well as weakening Local Authorities in-
volvement in planning. If implemented this
would have a major impact on Emsworth
and the whole Borough, and the ERA will be
making strong representations about this.

Your Residents Association contributes
to the community in many ways. It pub-
lishes The Ems, which is delivered to every
household in Emsworth. This keeps people
informed and in contact with all the activ-
ities in the community. It represents our
residents in discussions about planning,
trafficand otherissues. [t works closely with
other organisations, notably the Business
Association and the Community Land Trust
on developments in the town. For example
the Town Plan, and has good working rela-
tionships with our three Ward Councillors.
It also funds local groups and events. We
depend on our members for your ideas and
your support. Please consider joining if you
have not already done so.

To become a member go to: https:/mem-
bermojo.co.uk/era

Why do | support the ERA?

Words by Jo Northney, ERA committee member (Youth)

I’'m Jo Northey, | moved to Emsworth two
years ago to be a pioneer minister at St James
Church (Warblington with Emsworth). As part
of this it’s really important to be immersed in
the community to see its needs. What better

way that to be part of the ERA.

The ERA is great; to have people who care
aboutthe different aspects of lifein ourtown
and will stand up to fight for what is right
on behalf of the community is fantastic. My
background is teaching and youth work. I've
been part of the team looking at what could
benefit our community for ouryouth. It's well
known that our secondary aged young peo-
ple travel far and wide to school and often
live far from school friends. Emsworth has a
variety of fabulous activities for our children
and young people to be involved with if they
like joining in sports/uniformed clubs and
they have the money to do these. Thereisa
gap in provision for those who would prefer
aless organised activities and places to meet
up, especially when the weather gets colder.

Last year we held a well-attended Youth

Day joint with the ECLT and YMCA where the
young people could enjoy a variety of activ-
ities and feedback to us what they would
like. We were hoping to repeat this but Covid
made that hard over the summer so we hope
by the spring we can do this and work with a
group of young people to find a way forward
with help from the YMCA.

That is why | support the ERA. Because
it shows that when we work together we
can make a difference to the lives of those
in our community. Through advocating for
our people to the council, supporting com-
munity groups with grants and importantly
The Ems which helps us to stay informed as
acommunity in local matters. All these make
me proud of living in Emsworth and playing a
partin the community here.

From the Archives 20 years ago - The Ems, October 2000

- The front page story was the news that

Brook Meadow had been designated a Site of
Importance for Nature (SINC) and that the Brook
Meadow Conservation Group had been estab-
lished. (20 years on Brook Meadow is a popular
destination for walkers and is kept in good order
by the Conservation Group)

- Also on the front page was a picture of the
Mayor of Havant, Clir Peter Quick unveiling a
plaque on the “new” roundabout which now fea-
tured a replica of the ship Echo” and two anchors.

(The planters on the roundabout now look very
tired and the roundabout needs refurbishment)

- The October 2000 edition also reported on

the great success of the Emsworth Show which
attracted over 5,000 visitors. (Attendances had
been in decline in recent years and 2020 Show
was cancelled due to the Coronavirus emergency.
The Emsworth Horticultural Society will hold the
2021 show on Monday 30 August 2021 at the
New Life Church, Thorney Road)
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ERA MEETING DATES 2020

The quarterly public meetings of Emsworth
Residents’ Association are currently suspended until
further notice due to Coronavirus restrictions.

JOINTHE ERA
You can join the ERA online by going to:
https:/membermojo.co.uk/era
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Letters to the Editor

Email: editor.theems@outlook.com

Cycle Lanes

| read the article in the summer edition of The Ems by
Andrew Gould with interest and completely concur with
his conclusions. Things have got to the point along this
benighted road, where motorists must feel as exasper-
ated as cyclists.

With regard to the proposed new ‘safe’ cycle route
between Emsworth and Chichester along the A259:
this plans to do away with the pavements and turn them
into a two-way cycle lane ‘shared’ with pedestrians. This
idea could only be dreamed up by someone who never
gets out of their car.

For pedestrians this would be very dangerous. Granted,
for much of the route there are often more cyclists than
pedestrians but at pinch points pedestrians would be
very vulnerable. For cyclists, having to watch out for

A year to remember

| have enjoyed reading the Summer 2020 edition of The
Ems. It is always informative and covers a wide range of
subjects, a credit to you and your team. | thought | would
drop you a line to share our experience of the last few
months. For many of us this will be a summer to forget,
overwhelmed as we have been by Coronavirus and the
national response to the outbreak.

However, amidst the gloom in the time of lockdown
and restrictions, we have also seen the best in people.
Local neighbours and businesses have been so kind and
supportive to us, we have received countless gifts and
messages of encouragement and good wishes. | would

Barriers

I'm afraid | must take issue with the reporting of the social
distancing barriers on page 1 of the latest The Ems. As a
town centre resident | do not view them as “obstructions”
and nordo | “hope that these obstructions will be removed
in the near future”.

Indeed, | tend more to the view of the Chairman on page
2. They might not pretty as temporary measures but they
point the way to a more liveable and more pleasant ver-
sion of Emsworth town centre with a little less road space,
a lower traffic speed limit and an improved pedestrian
environment.

The barriers have already proved that pavements could
bewiderandthe roadalittle narrower, making more space
available for pedestrians and potentially allowing more
interesting uses of the footway. With wider footways on
a permanent basis, our cafes could have outside seating.
We could browse Tiers’ fruit and veg without causing ob-
struction to other pedestrians. Closing off one side of the
Square has rescued it from being marooned in the middle

Vandalism

Your help please. This is one of the benches along the
southern, seaward side of Nore Barn Woods. When out
on my daily walk yesterday morning | noticed the bench
below had been vandalised, the upper strut forced back
and the seat pulled apart as a result. | am sure you knew
John Mant well, and his family. | felt | should let you know.
I don't know whether the family is responsible for the
bench, Havant Borough Council, or ERA. This mindless
vandalism is so sad.

As a by the by, once lockdown eased at the end of
May those of us living at the lower end of Beach Road,
Warblington Road and Kings Road, have seen a huge in-
flux of visitors of every description. Sadly a section of the
visitors have shown little respect for the neighbourhood,
parking inconsiderately, leaving litter all along the fore-
shore and in the woods. | understand it has been the same
all the way along the foreshore, to the sailing club, around
the Mill Pond and towards the yacht marina.
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pedestrians, vehicles in driveways and give way at road
junctions this would turn a 40 minute ride into an hour or
more of weaving, stopping, bell-ringing and gear-chang-
ing, not to mention the frequent clipping and unclipping
your feet from the pedals.

What is needed are clear, uninterrupted single cycle
lanes on both sides of the road. These need to be smooth,
kept free of debris and potholes and clearly indicate the
right of way at road junctions - exactly the same as motor
traffic. In addition, there should be no parking across cycle
lanes. Otherwise, even as a 74 year old cyclist, | would
prefer that cycle lanes be dispensed with altogether and |
become a regular road user.

Chris Shaw, Woodfield Park Road, Emsworth,

like to extend our thanks to all of them.

Ourresidents too have been stoic and cheerful through-
out, most particularly so in the weeks that they were un-
able to receive visits from their loved ones. | would like
to thank them and their families for their understanding
and patience during a time when they have been unable
to simply drop in and pay a visit.

We will always remember this year, a moment in our
lives that we have endured and tolerated but still some-
how found good grace and humour in. Let's hope we can
soon put it all behind us.

Matthew Bennett, Springfield Care Homes

of cars and traffic. It
is now properly joined
into the town - how
could we redesign and
reuse the Square if this
became a permanent
arrangement?
Itispeopleonfootwho
provide the real passing
trade to Emsworth’s
shops. Cars driving
through without stopping provide no economic benefit,
but they do bring noise, air quality problems, and make
it harder for pedestrians to get from one side of the road
to the other. Reallocating town centre road space away
from cars to pedestrians would redress a long standing
imbalance, make the town centre a more attractive place
to spend time, and benefit the local economy.
Daniel Wright, School Lane, Emsworth

Since the end of May,
when | was shocked
at the amount of litter
left one morning, |
have gone out with my
grabber and bin bags
every morning. That
first morning | picked
up three black bin lin-
ers of litter. Even this
morning, after the rain
over the weekend (bliss
for the gardens), | still picked up litter.

Enough of my grumbles. | started this email to focus on
the wooden seat which, over the years, my husband and |
have enjoyed sitting on, loving the view down the estuary
and marvelling at the wonderful bird life at low tide.
Clare Jury, Emsworth

Hints for contributors

The Ems welcomes articles from local residents, businesses and com-
munity groups. In order to ensure that your article is more likely to
get published please note the following:

Please email the editor first with a brief summary of any proposed
article

- Most articles in The Ems are quite short c. 300 words

- Articles should be sent in Word format or as the text of an email

- Please send a photo with your article

- Articles should be newsworthy and of local interest

- Articles must be original and not have been published elsewhere

- We have no space for lifestyle articles or short stories

- Please try to avoid using exclamation marks

Not the 2020 news

The Autumn 2020 edition of The Ems would normally have reported
on a number of events, all of which were cancelled. These include:

- ERA quarterly public meetings (we hope to restart public meetings
in 2021)

- Emsworth Beer Festival (postponed until 26 -28 February 2021)

- Emsworth Show (cancelled for 2020)

- Emsworth Artists’ Summer exhibition (cancelled for 2020)

- Emsworth Food Fortnight (last held 2018)

Jo Dyer
Memorial Tree

Atree has been planted at
Hampshire Farm Fields in
memory of Jo Dyer (1942 -
2019) Jo was a former chair
of the Emsworth Residents’ .
Association from 2015-2017. o

Need more copies of The Ems?

We endeavour to deliver The Ems to every household and many busi-
nessesinthe Emsworth, Lumley, Hermitage and Thorney areas. If you
need more copies you can pick them up from the following outlets:
Co-op, 2 High Street, Emsworth

Co-op, 610 Southleigh Road, Emsworth

Co-op, The Square, Westbourne

Co-op, Main Road Southbourne

Tesco, 17 North Street, Emsworth

Newsagents, 41 High St, The Square, Emsworth

Loretta, 3 High Street, Emsworth

Library, 23 High Street, Emsworth

The Ems is also available online at: www.emsworth.org.uk/the-ems/

Community Chest

The ERA offer small grants (usually in the region of £500) to local
groups. The types of projects we have funded in the past include:
sports clubs, youth groups, environmental groups, etc. If your local
organisation would like to apply for a grant full details are available
on our website. www.emsworth.org.uk/the-era/access-funding/
community-chest-project/

SPORTS WRITER WANTED

The Ems is looking for a person with an interest in a variety of
different sports.

You will need to be able to fill a page (about 750 words) in each
quarterly edition of The Ems with news about our local clubs
and teams. Previous experience not required but you must be
able to write clearly, work to a deadline and have the ability to
take photographs. You will need to be able to generate your own
stories and be able to cultivate good relationships with local
clubs. This is a volunteer post.

If you are interested please contact David Harris, editor.
Email: editor.theems@outlook.com
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Boxing club for Emsworth

Planning permission (APP/20/00692) has
been sought to convert part of the old anodis-
ing works in Seagull Lane into a boxing club.
R & J Anodisers who own the site moved the
business to Southbourne in January 2020.
They are now seeking to build a boxing gym
at 2A Seagull Road which is now a vacant
site behind the garages and adjacent to the
old anodising works. The owner has links to
Chichester boxing club. The proposed new
facility would be open from 8 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Monday to Friday and from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays. The club will have a
full size ring plus training facilities. Many local
residents have objected mainly on the grounds
of parking. Seagull Lane is narrow cul-de-sac
with no parking and difficult turning.

Alitex buy anodising works

The old anodising factory at 2 Seagull Lane
remains vacant and is now fenced off. A sign
on the building states that it is now owned
by Alitex who also own the adjacent Marston
& Langinger offices and yard. Alitex are
Petersfield based manufacturers of green-
houses and garden rooms.

Major planning applications
still pending

At the time of going to press the following
housing applications were still being decided:

- Tier’s Field (off Horndean Road)

www.emsworth.org.uk

Site proposed for a new boxing club for Emsworth

APP/19/00768

- Former Weaver Mabbs factory, North
Street APP/19/00854

- Land to the west of Coldharbour Farm Road
(44 houses) APP/19/01226.

You can check local planning applications on-
line at:

https:/planningpublicaccess.havant.
gov.uk/online-applications/search.
do?action=advanced

Major changes to the planning

system

The government has announced that zoning
will be introduced across all parts of England.
All land in the Local Plan will be designated
as either growth, renewal or to be protected.
New houses will automatically get planning
permission in growth zones and permission
in principle will be given to renewal zones.
Only areas designated as protected sites will
be safe from housing development. This will

SOSCA'S call to make a difference

Words by SOSCA

Chichester District Council (CDC) and the
Government need to face the reality of nature
and listen to science to ensure the district
develops according to the National Planning
Policy Framework’s ethos of sustainability.
With over 70% of CDC's area occupied by
the South Downs National Park or an Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, there is a pre-
sumption that the remaining 30% of its land
is available to accommodate a housing quota
handed down by central government. But
that allocation fails to take into account the
reality of Chichester’s low lying coastal plain.

Left without a local plan in place and a
reluctance by government to fully accept

SIMON HOWELLS
BUILDERS LTD
BUILDING AT ITS BEST

Experienced Hampshire Tradesmen

All general building work undertaken

01243 376299

www.sdhowellsbuilders.co.uk

predicted sea level rise, residents face the
prospect of unplanned, unsustainable and
speculative housing sprawl across the whole
southern part of the district. By trying to
squeeze thousands of new homes in a small
and vulnerable area, the safety and distinc-
tiveness of our settlements and environment
are at stake with a perfect storm of flood
risk, habitat fragmentation and inadequate
infrastructure.

SOSCA (Save Our South Coast Alliance)
are an environmental alliance currently
campaigning about the Not Fit for purpose
Planning System. Currently Chichester has
no Local Plan which will provide developers

Liza Reeves
Fabulous Food

Private Caterer For Any Event
Weddings - Parties - Receptions
Dinner Parties - Corporate Events

01243 377454 /07932 655016
www.lizareeves-catering.com
info@lizareeves-catering.com

effectively remove any local decision making
from the planning process.

www.gov.uk/government/consultations/
planning-for-the-future

New housing targets for local

authorities

The government has imposed new housing
targets which will mean that in the HBC area
963 houses will need to be built each year, up
from a previous target of 504.

Councillor Gary Hughes (Deputy Leader of the
Council and Cabinet Lead for Planning) said:
“| fully support our Local Plan’s provision of
more than 500 new homes in the borough per
yearup to 2037. Nonetheless, with theamount
of land that we have available, it is a struggle
to get to this level and will require substantial
intervention from the council to come close.
To then propose almost doubling the figure is
simply impossible and cannot be achieved.”

In the Chichester DC area the target will rise
from 753 a year to 1120 each year.

with a golden opportunity to build where
they want, ‘Open Season for Developers'
Our historic City, magnificent coastal areas
and environmentally sensitive areas such as
Chichester and Pagham Harbours are at risk
as never before.

10am - 6pm Monday - Saturday
10% discount off 6 or
more mixed/unmixed

Free local delivery

Quality Wines from Around the
World to suit your budget
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Emsworth Forum comments
on the changes to the planning

system

The government’s White Paper supports the
concept of neighbourhood plans, although
the designation of areas for new development
would not be within the remit of any neigh-
bourhood plan (NP). In fact the Emsworth NP
has not attempted to designate areas for new
development, which are set out instead in the
HBC Local Plan for the whole of the local au-
thority’s area.

However, the White Paper does place great
emphasis on design, local preferences and
character, suggesting that there should be
a continuing role for the design guidance
which is an essential part of the NP, based of
course on the excellent work of the ERA some
years ago but now set to become part of the
statutory planning framework via the NP. It
remains to be seen whether that role survives
the Government’s apparent wish to remove
what it sees as the current barriers to the de-
velopment of housing. We certainly hope that
it will, since local communities must continue
to be able to influence the development and
character of their own environments. (Mike
Bateman)

Recession? What recession?

A quick look at the various property websites
reveals that there are five houses for sale in
Emsworth with £1 million+ price tags.

Locations include: Dolphin Quay (see P 6),
Tower St, New Brighton Road, Hollybank Lane
and Lumley.

Www.sosca.org.uk
Email: contact@sosca.org.uk

MERCHANTS

EST 2016

Wine &
Cheese
Tasting

£15pp

6 Queen Street, Emsworth PO10 7BL
01243 698838 | thesolentwinex@gmail.com

www.vinwinemerchants.co.uk
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Behinds the scenes at the hospital

Working is progressing well at the former
Emsworth hospital site with the conversion to
the new doctors’ surgery expected to be com-
pleted by late January/early February 2021.
The editor visited the site in late September
and was shown around by Carl Richardson,
Site Manager, Mountjoy Construction. Carl
explained that there were up to 12 workers
on site each day including sub-contractors,
such as roofers, window fitters and carpen-
ters. Mountjoy take Health and Safety very
seriously, especially during the Coronavirus

emergency, with all workers have their tem-
peratures taken on arrival.

The conversion work has been quite chal-
lenging with much new steel work having to
be fitted into the existing masonry building.
Many walls and chimneys have had to be cut to
enable girders to be inserted. The actual foot-
print of the site is quite small with the build-
ing taking up most of the space. This means
that large mobile cranes cannot be used and
storage is very limited. In some cases very
heavy structural steel girders have had to be

physically carried into the building and up the
staircase to the upper floors.

Thesiteis secured but there have beenafew
instances of vandalism and theft of lead from
theroof. The entire site is covered by CCTV and
motion sensors with a monitorin the site man-
ager’s office. This is also linked to his mobile
phone and he can monitor any incidents that
take place even in the middle of the night.

Mountjoy offer good working conditions
and staff have their own canteen/rest room
in a portakabin. The site manager had a good
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sized office and there was also a toilet block.
Carl told me that refurbishments of old build-
ings represent a real challenge compared with
new builds that are fairly straightforward to
construct. He expressed admiration for the
skills of the original builders who built the
hospital back in 1898.

The Ems hopes to revisit the site towards
the end of this year for the Winter edition and
will cover the grand opening in 2021 for the
Spring 2021 edition.

From left: scaffolding outside the
building; Carl Richardson the Site
Manager; old and new walls, new
windows being fitted

step of the way:
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Save Long Copse Lane update: an

uncertain outlook

Words by Save Long Copse Lane Group

After a few quiet months
during the summer, a full
council meeting was held on 9
September to approve changes
to the 2037 housing plan. Strict
terms of reference were applied
to ensure only the specific small
changes marked and published
in an updated version of the
plan were to be discussed and
approved.

The LCL team made strong representations
through a letter to each councillor and a
personal deputation advising them that
there was a more appropriate alternative
to providing the required number of houses
without authorising development of inap-
propriate sites. Improving the build rate on
the Southleigh site towards the national
average build rate would assist in meeting
objectives for housing numbers as well as
providing an opportunity to provide more
affordable housing for young people.

In addition, there is now a real possibility
of providing a link road onto the A27 directly
fromthe Southleigh site and thus preventing
traffic congestion in the surrounding area.
Although such significant new information
was only available after the initial HBC ap-
proval of the 2037 plan, the planning officers
would not allow this to be included in the
approval discussion. The plan was approved
for public consultation without any refer-
ence to the major changes that have taken
place since the initial approval in January
2019. ClIr Richard Kennet raised the point of
inadequate provision of housing for young
people and there were positive remarks
from ClIr Lulu Bowerman and ClIr Tim Pike.

The LCL team are not alone in their
concerns about allowing development on
inappropriate sites but so far HBC are not
prepared to listen to such concerns. HBC's
priority is to enable building to restart by
proposing a solution to the problem of nu-
trient neutrality. HBC claim their solution is
the first of its kind but many people in the

Borough and elsewhere are concerned about
the validity of the solution. There appears
to be no clear answer to simple questions
such as how many houses does the solution
support and over how many years can the
solution function.

There are even more serious concerns
on the horizon with proposed Government
Planning reforms. Based on the figures from
2014 the latest projections for additional
houses indicate that HBC are facing a 91%
increase over the next ten years which is
estimated as 105% more than needed. This
in stark contrast to councils that challenged
government demands who have had their
numbers reduced. HBC have not challenged
their allocations and as noted before, thereis
an alarming letter from leader of the Council
Clir Wilson to the Secretary of State stating
that he wished to exceed Government hous-
ing targets. It appears at present that the
boroughmustbraceitself forahugeincrease
in house building activity.

The planning reforms would give develop-
ers much greater control over building sites,
their location, and the number of houses
to be built. How much control will be taken
away from HBC is very unclear at this stage
but what is clear is that residents views will
have even less influence than today.

www.savelongcopselane.org.uk

ROBERT
LINEHAM

Central heating installation
and up-dating, replacement
boilers, general plumbing,
tank renewal, bathrooms and
kitchens, water treatment.

7 Garland Avenue
Emsworth
Hampshire PO10 7QA

Tel: 01243 371 888
Mobile: 07940 953958

robert_lineham@hotmail.co.uk

11268

s

M REED & Co.

Tree Service

All aspects of Tree Surgery Undertaken
Council Approved & Fully Insured
For professional advice and
Free Estimates contact:

Michael Reed

Wade Fazackarley
14 Willow Gardens
Westbourne, Emsworth
Hants, PO10 8TX

01243 376906 / 07921 558004
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Dolphin Quay: Final update

Words and picture by Shirley Farmer for the Queen Street Group

Sadly, the Dolphin Quay replacement slip-
way project has had to be abandoned. The
scheme, which would have allowed the public
to launch small craft into this safe tidal creek,
had widespread support, but regrettably this
enthusiasm was not shared by the owners of
the moorings adjacent to the new develop-
ment. When the boatyard was sold, the sellers
retained the jetties, and moorings. Their view
is that to build a slipway now, to replace those
lost by the construction of the new houses,
would compromise the security of the moored
boats. Itmightalso attract gatherings of young
people, with the associated risk of anti-social
behaviour, as seen elsewhere in Chichester
Harbour this summer. Without their support,
the project cannot go ahead.

The gap in the flood defence wall, which had
been approved by Havant Borough Council
(HBC) will be bricked up. The developer’s sig-
nificant financial contribution to the project
will be lost, together with an agreement to
incorporate the slipway’s ownership into the
Dolphin Quay residents’ responsibilities. A
small victory has been achieved for the boat
owners by way of a WC and water supply for
them. However, our desire to salvage some-
thing to reflect Emsworth’s maritime heritage
and enhance the area for public enjoyment has
been thwarted.

As a result of HBC's planning consent in
2017, the site of the last working boatyard in
the centre of Emsworth has been destroyed,
for a pastiche development of six high cost
homes, four fronting onto Queen Street and
two much larger waterside properties which
look to all intent and purpose like industrial
warehouses.

Now that the full extent of this oversized and
wholly inappropriate development is there for
all to see, the most widely asked question is,
what motivated HBC to approve this scheme?
Was it incompetence, or scant interest in
Emsworth’s maritime environment, or lack of
understanding of local housing needs or fail-
ure to assess the consequences of building on
this flood prone site without the necessary sea
defences to protect the neighbouring Listed
Buildings, homes and businesses from the
deflected flood waters or a sorry combination
of all of these?

(Editor: The developers of Dolphin Quay have
now applied to HBC to defer a payment of
£77635 (25% of the total) which was the so-
cial housing contribution of this development
until Jan 2021. The payment was originally
due in August 2020. The developers state
that the project was delayed due to Covid 19
restrictions.)

( P.J. BALDRY |

Your Local Flat Roof Specialist
Flat Roofs * Tiles ¢ Slates °
Re-roofing * Maintenance
Soffits * Fascias * Gutters

Reliable
Cheerful
Experienced
Hard-working
Good Value

42 Horndean Road, Emsworth

01243 372253

GOMPUTER ASSISTANCE

Home & Business Support
Computer Services

01243 370816

- J

Remote Services

System Maintenance
Mac/PC & Laptop Repairs

01243 370876 | 07798 728886
help@countrysidecomputers.co.uk
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Tidal Health

Tidal Health offer a range

of health services including
chiropractic, acupuncture, sports
therapy, massage therapy, Pilates
and counselling services. They
are based at 2 Palmers Road and
opened in July.

Andrea Coote, a chiropractor with 25 years’
experience, has always had the desire to have
her own practise. When she was told about a
closing practise in Emsworth, she grabbed the
opportunity. Tidal Health is a family business
with Andrea, treating patients and Simon, her
husband, as the practise manager.

T

HEALTH
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Tidal Health was refurbished during the
lockdown by Simon and Andrea with their
children helping out with the decoration.
The building has five treatment rooms with
patients self-referring and others referred via
GPs.

Tidal Health aim to help patients not only
get out of pain but to improve their overall
health. Every patient is treated as an individ-
ual, addressing their needs and helping them
to understand any problems. With this knowl-
edge they can utilise the different services
offered at theclinicto find the right treatment.

Chiropractic

Chiropractors are healthcare professional
who assess, treat and prevent disorders of
the muscles and skeleton and the effects that
these can have on the nervous system and
general health. They use their hands to treat
disorders of the bones, muscles, joints, em-
phasizing manipulation of the spine. They be-
lieve that chiropractic care is the cornerstone
of any comprehensive and holistic health
programme.

Conditionstreatedinclude: Headaches, Neck
Pain and Stiffness, Mid and Lower Back Pain,
Sciatica, Shoulder Pain including Rotator Cuff
Injuries, Tennis Elbow, Knee Pain, Joint and
Muscle Problems (Aches, Spasms, Stiffness,
Pains), Minor Sports Injuries, Poor Posture,
Foot Pain.

Sports Therapy

Sports therapists use a range of techniques to
help peopleinvolvedinsportand exercisetrain
and compete safely. They provide a response

Al

if injuries occur and rehabilitate the patient
back to fitness. They also providing advice and
support to help prevent injuries.

Massage therapy

Massage therapists manipulate muscles and
soft tissue to help relieve tension and pain in
the body. They help people with sports inju-
ries, long-term health conditions and clientsin
need of relaxation.

Acupuncture

It taps into the body’s qi (vital life force) to
correct and harmonise its flow, relieving pain
and restoring health. Acupuncture is often
thought of as a treatment for pain but it has
other benefits ranging from relaxing and en-
ergising the body to promoting improvement
in general well-being.

Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT)
CBT is a talking therapy that helps man-
age problems by helping to recognise how
thoughts can affect feelings and behaviour.
CBT combines a cognitive approach (examin-
ing thoughts) with a behavioural approach.
It aims to break problems down into smaller
parts, making them easier to manage.

Pilates

Pilates is a method of exercise which take a
holistic approach to fitness and wellbeing.
Pilates offers a unique method of body control
and conditioning, stretching and strengthen-
ing the muscles whilst improving flexibility
and balance. Many people who have sustained

back and neckinjury are drawn to Pilates find-
ing it to be an excellent method of strengthen-
ing the whole body.

Tidal Health, 2 Palmers Road,
Emsworth PO10 7DL
Tel: (01243) 956986
Email: contact@tidalhealth.co.uk
www.tidalhealth.co.uk
Opening hours: Mon - Fri9 a.m. -
6 p.m.Sat 9 a.m. - 1p.m.

We offer a multidisciplinary approach to healthcare, accessing a
vast wealth of knowledge and expertise. Allowing us to help with

migraines, sciatica, back, shoulder, elbow & neck pain, muscle

Pilates.
“We aim to help patients not only get out of pain but to improve their overall health.” Dr Andrea Coote.

O
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discomfort, pain relief, sports & exercise injuries & therapy, infertility
support, stress, and offer counselling to individuals or couples, an
array of relaxing and therapeutic massages & one to one or couples

Chiropractic - Sports Therapy - Massage Therapy - Acupuncture

Cognitive Behavioural Therapy - Pilates
Tidal Health 2 Palmer’s Road Emsworth PO10 7DL

www.tidalhealth.co.uk - 01243 956 986 - contact@tidalhealth.co.uk
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Serious concerns about the Warblington Farm Site

Words by Ann Buckley, HBRA Co-ordinator

Nearly a decade ago a motion was put to
Havant Borough Council ( HBC) regarding pol-
lution in Langstone and Chichester Harbours
and the impact of house building. Some coun-
cillors derided the motion. Last year due to
serious nitrogen pollution, which damages
the harbours ecology, planning applications
for housing could no longer be granted for any-
thing apart from on agricultural sites. This had
a serious impact on the local building industry.

Havant Borough Residents’ Alliance (HBRA)
expressed concern about the Warblington
Farm Mitigation Scheme, where council owned
land at the farm would be taken out of agricul-
tural production to reduce nitrogen levels and
changeto a naturereserve. Havant BC's recent
press release for the launch of this scheme was
misleading and inaccurate. It stated that the
council had purchased the farm, this is not
true, HBC has owned the land for decades and
have simply changed or re-geared the farmer’s
lease. The press release also showed a cow
carrying a suitcase indicating that the dairy
was closing and also gave the impression that
thelandisintensively farmed, bothare untrue.
The launch also implied that the Borough was
about to get a new coastal nature reserve.

In reality the current scheme is for initially
a third of the council-owned land to be taken
out of production and then looked after by
the farmer without public access, apart from

1 £=o ok
ton - the sit
Havant Borough Council

the public footpath that already runs through
the site. The much valued dairy is not closing.
A few days after the launch the Council were
forced to publish another press release stating
that the dairy was open for business and that
it would be some time before residents would
see any change at the farm. HBRA has been
very disappointed by secrecy, exclusion from
meetings, misinformation and duplicity.

Ann has served on as Havant Borough
Council, Hampshire County Council, and as a
board member of both Chichester Harbour
Conservancy and Langstone Harbour Board
and has a strong interest in housing and
coastal issues.

records

YOUR LOCAL, UNIQUELY
INDEPENDENT RECORD SHOP
SET IN THE HEART OF BEAUTIFUL
EMSWORTH

Specialists in pre-loved and new vinyl, CDs, books,
memorabilia, artwork (sourced from local artists) and
sales outlet for Wemsfest shows

WE WANT YOUR OLD RECORDS!
TURN YOUR UNWANTED VINYL INTO CASH!

Bring your records into the shop, or email us a list
of what you have and we will get back to you!

29 High Street, Emsworth, PO10 7AG

01243 371415
harbourrecordsemsworth@gmail.com
www.harbourrecordsemsworth.co.uk

Warblington Castle Farm (official HBC statement)

Words by Clir Julie Thain-Smith, HBC Cabinet Lead for Climate Change and the Environment

Havant Borough Council (HBC) is pleased
to announce that the mitigation scheme at
Warblington Farm has now launched.

We were delighted to welcome
Rebecca Pow MP, a minister

at the Department for the .~
Environment, Food and /
Rural Affairs along with ‘s
Tony Juniper (Chair of & °
Natural England), the g ]
Solent LEP and Bird Aware f
Solent to the site last &
month.

The Position Statement
and Mitigation Plan for Nutrient
Neutral Development can be found at:
www.havant.gov.uk/nitrogen-residents
www.havant.gov.uk/nitrogen-developers

Our HBC Officers will be progressing
this project in collaboration with Natural
England, who we are pleased to say, have
supported the project throughout. This is a
long-term project for the council, and little
will change overnight. As the tenant farmer
will continue to manage the land in the short
term, development of the Nature Reserve
will be through a gradual transition and at

no cost to the Council or Havant residents.
Conservation/targeted grazing will assist
in enhancing the existing biodiversity
of this habitat and no fertilisers
will be used in producing the
hay crop. Additionally, the
footpath which runs through
the site from Warblington
Cemetery to Nore Barn
- F Woods will be retained and
upgraded as part of Natural
England’s  coastal path
initiative.
There are lots of exciting
opportunities, including the land’s
re-wilding potential, which will be added
to the site to increase its use by the same
protected geese and waterfowl which use
the harbours, whilst also enabling residents
and visitors to appreciate our local environ-
ment. I'd also like to extend our thanks to
the farmer, who has worked with HBC on
this journey.

Any services residents have been access-
ing from the farmer have not stopped, so
please continue to support this valued local
business.

Peter and his wife Wendy had
children. Wendy died first and left
her estate to Peter. When Peter died
in 2015 his Executors had to make

a Court application to clarify who
benefited under his Will prepared

by a legal services company. The
Will gave his estate, about £624,000,
to “such all of my nephews and
nieces children”. Peter had two blood
nephews and two blood nieces, who
had 7 children between them. Wendy
had 4 blood nephews (one of whom
predeceased Peter) and one niece, and they
had 8 children between them.

So - did the Will mean the estate was to be
distributed:

1. Peter’s nephews and the children of Peter’s
nieces, or

2. The children of Peter’s nephews and the
children of Peter’s nieces, or

3. The children of both Peter and Wendy’s
nephews and nieces?

The Court considered the facts to find Peter’s
intention and decide the meaning of the words
used by the Will draftsman. The instructions
had been taken over the telephone without
the draftsman ever meeting his clients to get
detailed knowledge of their circumstances,
family situation and wishes. The Court held

www.belcherfrost.com
3 West Street, Emsworth

that the Will was poorly drafted

and contained punctuation and
'} grammatical errors and on the facts
the estate was to be distributed
equally between the 15 children.

The Court costs had to be paid
from Peter’s estate before
distribution. These costs could
have been avoided had the Wills
draftsman taken proper instructions,
established his clients’ intentions
clearly and used correct Will drafting
terms, punctuation and grammar when
preparing the Will .

It is easy to assume that preparing a Will

is easy. This case demonstrates that Will
drafting should be left to those who have the
experience and training. Belcher Frost has
three solicitors who deal with Will preparation
daily, Penny Smith, Marie Slavov and Lauren
Kendell. Both Penny and Marie are members
of the Society for Trust and Estate Practitioners
(“STEP”) and Penny has achieved the STEP
Advanced Certificate in Will preparation.

Belcher Frost

SOLICITORS | EMSWORTH

Please contact us on 01243 377231 or
enquiries@belcherfrost.co.uk.

To ensure the wellbeing and safety of all,
we are following Government guidelines.
We offer prearranged appointments in the
office with appropriate safety or can meet
via Skype, Zoom, FaceTime or arrange a
non-contact home visit.
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Call to save river as it runs dry

Words by John Millard, Greening Westbourne

People living near the River Ems are
calling for urgent action to save it. Long
sections of the river, a rare chalk stream
and a haven for protected wildlife, have
run dry or have only a trickle of water
left. Recently water levels have dropped
alarmingly.

Friends of the Ems (FOTE), a group formed by people living
near the Ems in Westbourne, is demanding action to limit
the damage to the river and protect it for the future.

The Ems, made up of interlinked watercourses, is one
of only about 200 such chalk streams in the world. It
flows through the South Downs National Park and into
Chichester Harbour, via Westbourne and then Emsworth.

Above: the Ems near Westbourne
Below: Westbourne Millpond, both photos taken in September 2020

Large amounts of water are taken by Portsmouth Water
fromtheriver’'sunderground sources. The company pumps
some water back into the Ems at certain times. FOTE is
worried that current arrangements are either not capable
of keeping the river flowing properly, or are failing.

Water levels were already worryingly low in August,
but they've now dropped dramatically, with awful con-
sequences for wildlife. We have recently found evidence
of water voles in the river, and it's a habitat for other
protected species, including bats and rare plants. Key fish
species include brown trout and bullheads. Kingfishers are
regularly seen.

FOTE is part of Greening Westbourne, a local environ-
mental campaign. Greening Westbourne has been sup-
porting a proposal by Chichester District Council to make
the area along the Ems a designated ‘wildlife corridor’
because of its environmental importance.

The group is also keen to receive information, especially
written or photographic evidence that suggests the river
once enjoyed better conditions and flows. It is also collect-
ing evidence of how the community or river wildlife has
been affected by low flows. Tel: 07814 129786 greening-
westbourne@hotmail.co.uk

Editor: There has been an apology from Portsmouth
Water for not pumping water into the river due to
a breakdown. However, the environmental damage
could take years to repair, and concerns about the
current management of the river remain, regardless of
this incident
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Brook Meadow Conservation
Group 20th Anniversary

Words by Colin Brotherston

This autumn Brook Meadow Conservation Group (BMCG) celebrates
its 20th anniversary, the first committee meeting being held on 29th
August 2000. Leading up to this time a huge amount of work was
donetoensurethatthis area of open space could remain undeveloped
and available to residents of Emsworth and visitors as a conservation
meadow. The meadow is managed to encourage natural biodiversity
while still maintaining access for visitors. The meadow is owned by
Havant Borough Council.

Brook Meadow is a haven for wildlife just a stones-throw from the
towncentreand eastofNorth Street.Itforms partofa“green corridor”
connecting the Southdowns national park and Chichester Harbour.
It is hoped that there will be five corridors between Emsworth
and Chichester to help to maintain wildlife diversity in the face of
continuous housing development. A Site of Importance for Nature
Conservation (SINC) it is protected from future development. Access
on foot is from Palmers Road car park, Seagull Lane, or Lumley Road.

During the last twenty years the meadow has been transformed
into a wonderful resource for those interested in wildlife. The mead-
ow is home to a total of 233 species consisting of trees and shrubs
(57), grasses sedges and rushes (43), herbs (129) and others (4). There
are birds and small mammals along with fish and insect life. Lists of
the plants are available on the website. The meadow is managed in
such a way as to maintain and encourage this diversity. Certain areas
of the meadow are reserved for wildflowers. Here you will find four
types of orchid along with many other flowers and grasses. Other
areas of woodland are left largely unmanaged to encourage birds
and bats.

You do not have to be a naturalist to be involved with Brook
Meadow. There are many other ways to become involved including
practical work. The maintenance of the meadow requires constant
attention with tasks such as mowing, raking, path maintenance, river
and tree work. There are a large variety of tasks to suit the abilities
of volunteers so anyone can join the work sessions and it is a great
way to keep fit.

Funds are needed to pay for materials, tools, and specialist con-
tractors. These funds come mainly from the annual subscriptions of
members of BMCG who benefit from closer involvement with this
glorious natural resource. The group is always keen to welcome new
members and local involvement is essential to ensure this open space
is available for visitors in the future.

If you are interested in the history and story of Brook Meadow,
there is a booklet entitled “Brook Meadow through the ages” which
gives a fascinating account of the history of meadow and by default
this part of Emsworth. It is available from Bookends in Emsworth for
£2.00 or directly from the Conservation Group.

We hope that this article might encourage you to consider
joining BMCG. Membership is £3.00 per year and allows
you to have a closer insight into the natural history in
regular newsletters and wildlife blogs. Information about
joining along with all you need to know is available at our
website www.brookmeadow.org.uk

ADDISON LAW
SOLICITORS

01243 372306

* Residential & + Powers of Attorney
commercial property + Business Formations &
* Home Information Packs Transfers

+ Wills, Probate & Trusts  « Town & Country Planning
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Seasonal Snippets

Words and pictures by Lindsay Jerome

Moths

Maybe some of you have been rescuing bees
which are resting on paths from being trodden
on-lalways doand place them onashrub near
a flower if possible or at least out of harm’s
way. Well, the other evening | spotted what |
thought at first was a dancing leaf on my gar-
den path but there was hardly a breeze,

so | went to investigate. It was an

Oak Eggar Moth (the size of a

Peacock or Red Admiral

butterfly) which seemed

to be being attacked

by a Hover Wasp as it

was fluttering madly

on the ground with

the hover wasp close

above it - I've never

seen anything like it! As

| approached, the hover

wasp flew away, | cradled

the moth in my hands and

she calmed down, poked out

her lovely hairy head with great
antennae, | opened my loose hold on it
and she flew away - mission accomplished! |
know it was a female as males are smaller and
darker brown. Talking of moths, l am thrilled to
have seen Hummingbird Moths in my garden
(first time in 10 years) - they are spectacular
to watch with their hummingbird trait of

ADVERTISEMENT

continually moving their wings whilst drink-
ing flowers’ nectar with their long proboscis.
They have chunky bodies with black and white
striped tails so they can look like an unusual
bee but once you see their hummingbird wing
action, you'll know what they are.

Common Lungwort
You might have wondered what this plant’s
photowas doingin my last article as it
wasn't mentioned there - | wrote
too much (got carried away!)
and so the paragraph about
it was edited out - here it
is now as it's quite topi-
cal. My neighbour was
redesigning her front
gardenand offered some
plants to me. Never one
to refuse gifts of free
plants if | can give them a
home, | acquired two types
of Sedum (one with red flow-
ers and the other yellow), some
white flowering bulbs related to
the wild garlic family, and a lovely spot-
ted-leaved plant with pink/blue flowers which
I last saw in profusion by the Kennet & Avon
Canal at Caen Hill Locks (quite a sight itself
with its 29 locks! complete with kingfishers!).
This plant is Common Lungwort (Pulmonaria
officinalis) which did strike me as sadly ironic

AlanMakHavant

in our current situation with
Covid-19 attacking lungs.
The plant acquired its name
(pulmo being Latin for lung)
through its usage down the
centuries as a treatment for
chest infections and respira-
tory problems.

So, from one home to
another - the love of
gardening goes on
and on. | love shar-
ing any seedlings
of my plants in or-
der that more peo-
ple can enjoy them.

My Hibiscus shrubs

are abundant with

flowers at the moment

- | have 4: pale and dark

pink, blue and double white

flowering. The bees were loving their nectar
today and 2 gigantic bumblebees in particular
couldn’t keep away and were getting covered
in pollen, see my photo.

Laterin theyear, the seedheads will provide
food for the increasing number of Goldfinches
| see around my home. So, if you would like
some Hibiscus or Hebe in your garden, let
David Harris, the Editor, know and when |
next have some available, you are welcome
to some.

@AlanMakMP
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The Oak Eggar moth and the Common Lungwort
making another appearance in The Ems!

AlanMak.org.uk/CONTACT

AlanMak.org.uk

FOR THE LATEST ADVICE AND INFORMATION VISIT

If you are infected you may have very
minor symptoms, minor symptoms or
more severe symptoms, but the NHS
cites two key symptoms to look out for as:

A new continuous cough
A fever or high temperature

If you have symptoms, you can book

The Government has announced a test. Visit:

wide ranging support for people
and businesses impacted by
COVID-19. We are committed
to protecting our economy and
helping those in need. If you
are a resident in isolation and

in need of help, please call one
of the useful numbers on the
useful numbers page of my
website.

Please nominate individuals, businesses,
community groups and others who
deserve recognition for their hard work

Protect others - dont.call. responding to Coronavirus.

or go to your GP

Protect others - don’t go to your
local hospital

Visit the special NHS Online 111
portal at or call 111
for further guidance.

FOR THE FULL RANGE OF
GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE
PLEASE VISIT
Member of Parliament
for the Havant Constituency

Promoted by Alan Mak MP, House of Commons, London, SW1A OAA. Printed by The Ems, Emsworth Community Centre, North Street, Emsworth, P0O10 7DD.
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Emsworth Primary School update

Words by Kate Fripp, Head Teacher

We enjoyed welcoming all pupils and staff
back to school in September but it has cer-
tainly brought new challenges and school is
different. It was lovely to see children skip-
ping and running through the school gates,
excited to see their friends and meet their
new teaching staff. Many of them left school
in March with no idea they would be gone
from the school for so long. They have been
greeted with considerable changes - fre-
quent hand washing, a daily run, separated
year groups, zoned playground and field,
lunches in classrooms, outdoor learning

as much as possible, no
extra-curricular clubs and
a one-way system around
the school grounds.

We have been amazed
by how most pupils have
coped well with this
changed school environ-
ment and have taken it all
in their stride, especially
our new Early Years chil-
drenwho have settledin so
well. The social benefits of
all being back together are

It was lovely
to see children
skipping
and running
through the
school gates,
excited to see

their friends and

meet their new
teaching staff.

lockdown - quality family
time, daily exercise and
an increased appreciation
for attending school. We
also know some families
struggled with feeling iso-
lated and anxiety around
a changed world and we
continue to support them
as much as we can. Mostly,
children are hungry all day
(used to constant fridge ac-
cess), noisy (perhaps we'd
just forgotten) but overall

eecccccccccccce

eecccccccccccce

clear and we concentrated

on emotional well-being

at the start of term, with a gradual easing
backinto learning. Managing a school during
this time has been challenging in terms of
fluctuating levels of absence amongst staff
and pupils.

Teething problems with localised COVID
testing and the time results take to turn-
around has added pressure to an already
stretched school budget and staff wellbeing.
What we have noticed is that many children
have had fantastic experiences during

absolutely delighted to be
backin school.

00 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

eeccccccccccccse

She never thought
she would be retir-
ing from her 34 year
long teaching career
during a worldwide
pandemic, but this term Thorney Island
Community Primary School is saying goodbye
to a wonderful teacher, Mrs Karen Moody.
During her time at the school, Mrs Moody has
seen it grow from a small school to its current
size of over 200 children across 9 classes. She
has taught over 850 children from ages 4-11,
including different generations of the same
families, and due to her inspiring, fun and
creative teaching style she is remembered
fondly by many of these pupils and families
years later.

Her final years at the school have been
as class teacher in Year 6, alongside being

ARNDRTH

Logs, kindling and
eco-firelighters

Locally sourced seasoned hardwood
Delivered and stacked
Logs cut to size

Discounts available

See our website for more details
www.aldsworthlogs.co.uk

01243 377220

info@aldsworthlogs.co.uk

Happy Retirement Mrs Moody

Words by Chris Hallam

Assistant Headteacher, KS2 Lead, NQT and
Staff Mentor, Maths Lead, Assistant
Designated Safeguarding Lead, the list goes
on and there is not much in school she has not
done. Mrs Moody has always been relied upon
togetinvolvedinallareas of school life and she
is hugely admired and respected by all in the
school community - staff, pupils and parents.

Staff and Governors at the school have
highly valued Karen’s vast knowledge and
experience and this will be sorely missed, but
she is looking forward to having more oppor-
tunities to travel (in term-time) and more time
to spend with her husband Bill, two sons and
their families.

Everyone at the school and in the commu-
nity would like to thank Karen for everything
she has done for the school and wishes her all
the best for a happy and healthy retirement.

O

& COMPANY
Chartered Accountants
For all of your accountancy
and taxation needs

In Emsivorth

849 Havant Road
Emsworth PO10 TLF

engi@goflandcompany.co.uk

For a FREE consultation
contact us today

Thorney Island Community

Primary School

Words by Chris Hallam, Chair of Governors

The children are back in school but to be
fair the school never closed. During ‘Full
Lockdown’ there were two classes that re-
mained openthroughoutwiththestaffteach-
ing on a rota system so all were involved. All
teachers conducted ‘Home Learning’ during
this period until YR, Y1 and Y6 returned to
join the other Key Worker Children who had
been in school full time. ‘Home Learning’
then continued for all other year groups.

In preparation for the children returning
the Headteacher, Dean Clegg, worked incred-
ibly hard preparing a School Recovery Plan,
a Curriculum Recovery Plan and a detailed
Risk Assessment. The school was thorough-
ly cleaned and the classrooms rearranged

Martin Steels Ltd

Optometrist & Contact Lens Practitioner

with desks facing forward and individual
learning equipment provided for each child.
The playing field and playgrounds have been
segregated so that each class bubble has
their own area to play in. Lunchtime also
presented logistical challenges keeping the
classes apart but with original thought and
common sense a plan was hatched.

The parents have been extremely support-
ive showing great flexibility with extended
arrival and pick up time and socially isolat-
ing. Attendance is outstanding and running
at 98%.

It is delightful to see that the children are
happy to be back in school with their friends
and enjoying their learning again.

i

——

39 Tarrant Street,

Arundel

01903 883444

Ny
\

OCT Technology

With a quick OCT test we can
detect eye problems before
they even start affecting or

damaging your eyesight

Blepharitis Clinic

For suffers of inflamed sore
eyelids, we now offer the
Blephex™ treatment to
provide lasting relief

4, The Old Flour Mill,
Queen Street, Emsworth

01243 375141

5 Old Mill Square,
Storrington

01903 740420

The LATEST in Eyewear, Technology & Style

High Fashion Frames

We stock a wide selection of the
latest fashions and innovations

Chloé /g

RADLEY

Lok DaM

martinsteels.com

Saturdays: 9am to 1:00pm
Weekdays: 9am to 5:30pm




Page 12 www.emsworth.org.uk Autumn 2020

Verity’s Gift team complete
Three Peaks Challenge

Mike Magill, Mick Slade,

Phil Robertson and George
‘Topsy’ Turner all completed
the arduous Three Peaks
Challenge over the weekend
of 14 -16 August 2020.

This involved cycling to

and from and climbing the
three highest mountains

in England (Scafell), Wales
(Snowdon) and Scotland
(Ben Nevis). This epic ride
involved cycling for 470
miles and running for 23
miles. The team completed it
without mishap in 60 hours,
raising over £9,000 for local
charity, Verity’s Gift.

The challenge was organised by George
“Topsy” Turner who runs Innovations Fitness.
The challenge was over a year in planning
with intensive training taking place in the six
months prior to the event.

They set out on Thursday 13 August in two
support vehicles and drove to North Wales
reaching their starting point, Snowdon Friday
14 August. They ran up and down the 3,560
ft high mountain in only 2 hours 49 minutes.
It was then on their bikes for a 16 hour ride
to Scafell including some very tricky cycling
through the congested Liverpool city area.

At3a.m.on Saturday 15 August they arrived
in the Lake District and after a short rest peri-
od began the climb of the 3,209 ft. high Scafell
which took a gruelling 5 hours to complete.
After a meal and rest it was back on the road
again for the 24 hour bike ride to Ben Nevis in
the Scottish Highlands.

They arrived at Ben Nevis, in the Scottish
Highland at 2 p.m. on Sunday 16 August and

3,560 ft

Snowdon

[ J
Funds raised will go ¢
to refurbishing the
Emsworth Park Play Area

FRESH MILK
FARM-PASTEURISED
AND BOTTLED

DELIVERED LOCALLY

S.H.YOUNG
& SON LTD

WARBLINGTON CASTLE FARM

(Havant) 023 9248 3374

ALSO SKIMMED AND
STERILISED MILK, CREAM,
EGGS, POTATOES ETC

Emsworth ¥

& Chmpracmc
clinic

27 Morth Street, Emsworth, PO 10 7BY
Chlmpmctcr Sheila Stakim B.5c.

We offer
friendly,
personal,
chiropractic
care for all
the family

1N I Team Verity received
support from local busi-
nesses including Tiers

the team receiving fruit
and veg from Sarah Long
and Victoria Long, Tiers
Greengrocers and meat
and Scotch eggs from

Butchers.

Greengrocers and Treagust
Butchers. The photo shows

Barbara Charlton, Treagust

Please ring us: 01243 373721

Email: info{@emsworthchiropracticelinic.couuk

The Old Pharmacy

57 High Street, Emsworth
01243 372751

Professional & friendly service
NHS & Private Prescriptions
Medicines Sales & Advice
Private Consultation Room

Fine fragrances & cosmetics
Bronnley, Yardley, Roger & Gallet
Mason Pearson hair brushes
Sun preparations
Instant passport photographs

Map: iStock / Icons: freepik

conquered the
4,413 ft. moun-

tain in five

hours. The team
were ready to
celebrate  but
found that only

McDonalds were

openona Sunday

night in  Fort
William. The very
tired team consumed
their burgers and chips
before spending the night
in Fort William. The next day
they returned to Emsworth in the
supportvehicles. They completed the Three

Peaks Challenge in 60 hours. Apparently

the record is 46 hours but Team Verity

were not trying for the record books and
completed the challenge within the time
they had planned.

The Ems first reported on Team Verity
in the Spring edition (p15). The challenge
was originally due to be held at the end of
July but was put back due to the Coronavirus
restrictions.

Verity’s Gift Charity was launched in March
this year by George in memory of his late wife
Verity who died in 2018. The charity hopes to
raise £50,000 to replace the very tired play
equipment at Emsworth Recreation Ground.
So far they are about half way with £24,000
raised of which £9,000 came from sponsor-
ship for the Three Peaks Challenge.

If you would like to contribute to this good
cause go to the Verity’s Gift page at the just-
giving website.

www.justgiving.com/veritysgift

Topsy hopes to complete new
challenges next year and is open to
suggestions for fundraising initiatives
to support his charity. For more
information:
topsy@innovationsfitness.com
Tel: 07800 683367

Hollybank House

Ideal set{iri'g for private functions,
wedding & funeral receptions in
Emsworth:

anna@hollybankhouse.com

www.hollybankhouse.com
01243 375502
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Updates

Havant BC Cabinet Re-shuffle

Each cabinet member is responsible for an
area of the council’'s work, known as portfolios.
The new Cabinet Leads are:

- Clir Michael Wilson: Leader of the Council,
and Corporate Strategy

- ClIr Gary Hughes: Deputy Leader. Planning,
Hayling Seafront Strategy, Commercial
Services

- ClIr Leah Turner: Coastal Communities

- ClIr Narinder Bains: Neighbourhoods, Safety
and Enforcement

- ClIr Lulu Bowerman: (Emsworth) People and
Organisation Development

- Clir Mark Inkster: Finance
- ClIr Alex Rennie: Communications

- ClIr Julie Thain-Smith: (Emsworth)
Environment and Climate Change

The reshuffle means that two out of three of
our Emsworth councillors are now Cabinet
members.

Bains reigns as youngest

Mayor of Havant
Councillor Prad Bains, aged
24, is the new Mayor of
Havant. The mayor mak-
ing event, which usually
takes place in May, was
postponed because of
coronavirus pandemic.
www.havant.gov.uk/
mayor

Shaping our Future

to become more efficient and

effective

Havant Borough Council is looking to become
more efficient and effective by building on
its close partnership with East Hampshire
District Council. The councils are discussing a
number of radical new ways to work, including
having one, flexible workforce.

Alan Mak nominated for MP
of the Year Awards after
launching local Coronavirus

volunteer network

Alan Mak has been nominated for two pres-
tigious Parliamentary accolades for his com-
munity work that went “above and beyond”

wah

APPROVED
CONTRACTOR

ern
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during the Coronavirus outbreak.

Mr Mak has been nominated by local residents
and the wider public for both the “People’s
Choice Award” selected by public vote, and
for the overall “Best Conservative MP” Award.
His nominations come after he launched a
well-supported Local Volunteer Network to
help vulnerable and isolated residents during
the lockdown.

Work continues to progress
a new Early Years, Youth
and Community building for
Redlands Grange.

Now known as YMCA Emsworth, the building
will be a flagship community centre, bringing
together services for children, young people
and families as well as the wider community all
under one roof. Located at Redlands Grange,
it will complement the existing facilities of the
allotments, meadows and children’s play area
to create a community space for everyone to
enjoy. Operated by YMCA and funded in part
by the on-site nursery, it is intended that the
centre will be financially sustainable as well
as properly managed to ensure its aspirations
are realised.

Designs have been drawn up to ensure the
building blends in well with the local natural
feel, and environment sustainability will
needto be atits heart. Initial quotes sug-
gest the building will cost in the region
of £1.5 million. to construct and work
has begun on the financing plans and
gathering feedback from our local
councillors at Havant Council. Most
recently an application for funding
from CIL, Community Infrastructure
fund, has been submitted.

LY

Covid restrictions have prevented public con-
sultation, but views can still be submitted to
emsworth@ymca-fg.org or visit our Facebook
page where there s a plan of the proposed de-
velopment. Emsworth Community Land Trust
and YMCA Emsworth will continue to work on
developing the plans over the Autumn with
the view that a decision on whether to pro-
ceed will be taken early next year. (Dwynwen
Stepien)
www.facebook.com/YMCAEmsworth/

Emsworth Christmas Trail

As families can't gather for the lights this year
the Emsworth Business Association, ERA and
Christians Together are organising an Angel
Trail around Emsworth.

Templateswill beavailable fromthe Emsworth

Electrics

Your local approved electricians for electrical installation and
maintenance work you can trust. Free estimates & quotations,
fully qualified and insured engineers.

We can also offer free local delivery of a range of electrical
items that can be viewed and ordered via our onling web shop
wiww, HawthomShop.co.uk

www.electricalworks.co.uk
www.HawthornShop.co.uk

[ 01243 372988
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The Amazon hub offers an automated click and collect service from Emsworth Station

Alliance website soon. Decorate your angel in
anywayyou choose. Follow theinstructionson
the site for giving these in by Sat 14 November
and then in December you will be able to find
them in shop windows as you go round town
with an Angel trail form from the EA site or
participating shops. Prizes for completing the
trail can be collected from a stall outside the
Pastoral Centre/village square:

Saturday 12 December and Saturday 19
December (Farmers’ Market).between 10 a.m.
-12.pm.and 2 -4 p.m.

Emsworth station now has a
parcel pickup partnership with

Amazon

Amazon customers will be able to pick up
parcels at Emsworth station using Amazon
Hub, an automated click and collect service.
Offering a delivery alternative and greater
convenience for rail users who are not at
home during the day. Amazon Hub Lockers
are secure, self-service kiosks that provide
customers of the online retailer an alternative
delivery option to pick up and return their
Amazon packages. (photo)

Emsworth Community Land

Trust (ECLT) AGM

Emsworth CLT Ltd will be holding their AGM
on 26 November 2020. Based on the current
government advice and social distancing
guidelines, this will be a Zoom meeting for

South Street, Emsworth  Tel: 01243 373394

both Directors and shareholders. If you would
like to take part in this Zoom meeting will you
please email the Secretary ellie.turnbull10@
gmail.com by 19 November 2020 giving both
your first name, your Surname and your Post
Code. If you have any questions for Emsworth
CLTD please ask these on this same email
response.

Discount Railcards get smart

on Southern, Thameslink and

Great Northern

Railcards giving discounts of between a
third and 50% can now be used on Southern,
Thameslink and Great Northern’s “keyGo” pay-
as-you-go smartcard service.

BLUE BELL INN

Only yards from the Harbour Quay, it's
the perfect spot for a drink or bite to eat
after a walk around the Harbour

A family owned pub
Open all day
Great cooked food
Fish speciality
Well kept Real Ales
Fabulous wine list

www.bluebellinnemsworth.co.uk
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Community Centre re-opens

Welcome back from the Trustees of Emsworth Community Association

Words by Dwynwen Stepien, ECA Committee member

It is really heartening to see so many mem-
bers, users and groups coming back into the
centre - welcome to you all. It is understand-
able that some groups may have decided that
they are not ready or not able to come back
yet: we have had a long period of inactivity
and there is much to consider.

The Trustees have produced a detailed
Covid-19 Risk Assessment (see our website)
and have had to make many changes to the
Centre and the way it operates, as a result.
Some examples include: introducing hand
sanitisers; ensuring more cleaning of princi-
pal contact areas; removing soft furnishings;
new signage; and increasing ventilation. In
particular, those attending activities will
need to wait outside, socially distanced, un-
til collected by the group leader. Therefore,
please remember to dress appropriately for
the weather and the fact that the Centre will
be more ventilated than normal, and not to
attend more than five minutes before the
session is due to commence. In accordance
with government guidance, face coverings
will need to be worn at all times in the centre
(except where exemptions apply). Please do
not attend if you have any acute respiratory

symptoms.

It is our legal duty to ensure Covid-19 se-
curity of our premises: all group leaders and
hirers will have to complete a Covid-19 Group
Risk Assessment for the sessions for which
they are responsible. These will be reviewed
and form part of a new contractual require-
ment. Our understanding of the guidance is
that there can be more people than the rule
of six attending, providing Covid-19 social
distancing rules are followed. The Trustees
continue to monitor government, and other
official, guidance, and will make appropriate
adjustments to our operations, as necessary,
to ensure compliance.

Thank you to the group leaders, staff and
Trustees who have all worked so hard to
make sure the Centre can open safely and to
allow us to enjoy the activities that we so love
and thus continue to support the whole com-
munity. Thank you to everyone in supporting
the measure that we have put in place to
operate safely.

We know this is a lot to take in, so if you
have any questions or concerns about how
things may work out for your particular
group please feel free to call the office or,

Erveran

y

| Comman,
e

preferably, email Karen or Rachael on info@
emsworthcommunitycentre.org.uk , bearing
in mind that they will be very busy as the
centre returns to operational status and may
need some time to respond

To Christmas and beyond

Words by Lulu Bowerman, Chairman EBA

What a year 2020 has turned out to be and who would have
predicted it when we were all making plans for the next 12 months

back in January.

We are so lucky here in Emsworth to have
such a vibrant and supportive community
and that really became so apparent from
‘lockdown’ week in March onwards. The
Emsworth Alliance was set up to offer sup-
port for the essential needs of our daily lives,
offering online shopping and deliveries from
local shops, prescription collection and many
aspects of welfare to all residents. While the
situation has changed recently from ‘lock-
down’, our everyday lives have not returned
to pre March 2020. The Emsworth Alliance
is still active and ready to assist any resi-
dents who require help and support. Contact
us 07563 831810 www.emsworthalliance.
co.uk/support

The shops and businesses in Emsworth
have mostly survived the impact of the last
few months and have adapted to continue
providing goods and services to local resi-
dents and visitors while following the new
government regulations. Emsworth people
have stayed loyal to shops, cafes, pubs and
restaurants and discovered that most goods
and services can be found locally. There is
a strong sense of community and place and
appreciation of the more personal customer
service and familiarity. Maintaining this and
shopping local is key to Emsworth’s surviv-
al so let’s all ensure we use our shops and

businesses as much as possible in the lead
up to Christmas and beyond.

Emsworth will have a Christmas tree and
decorations in the Square and the Lobster
pot Christmas tree will be on The Quay as
usual but sadly there will not be a ‘Switching
on of the lights’ event due to current re-
strictions on numbers. Instead there will be
the Christmas Angel trail around Emsworth
shops on 12 and 19 December to involve fam-
ilies in the festivities. There is also a Farmers
Market on 19 December in the Square.

Emsworth will have
a Christmas tree
and decorations in
the Square and the
Lobster pot Christmas
tree will be on the
Quay
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Why can'’t
| see a
Doctor?

Words by Darren Nickerson, Practice Manager,
Southbourne Surgery

As aresult of the COVID
pandemic and in line with
Government guidance we have
changed the way that we are
working. Currently, we are using
telephone triage to help make a
clinical decision about whether a
patient needs to be seen face to
face.

b O

This is to reduce the risk to patients, surgery
staff and the local community by limiting their
contact with others. Our clinical team will de-
cide whether a patient needs to be seen based
on the information that is provided. Our team
of clinicians have undergone training in how
to carry out telephone consultations which
means that this can be just as effective as a
face to face consultation.

An advantage of working in this way is that
in most cases you can speak with a clinician on
the day that you call rather than waiting for
the next available appointment. This means
that there is no need to take time off work,
take a child out of school or miss out on an
opportunity to meet up with friends in order
to go to an appointment. All you need to do is
ensure that you have a phone nearby for when
a clinician calls you.

To allow the Doctors to respond to impor-
tant correspondence, interpret test results
and carry out referrals our phones switch
over at midday to urgent on the day clinical
matters that are referred to our duty team.
This is the way that we operated prior to the
COVID pandemic.

The surgery remains open - the way that
we are operating has changed and it means
that the Doctor will decide to see you if there
is a clinical reason for doing so, something that
will be decided by a member of our clinical
team. Thank you to everyone in our commu-
nity who have sent messages of support- it is
very much appreciated.

\
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Emsworth Artists virtual summer exhibition

Words by Jan Copsey

An unusual year for us all but the Emsworth
Artists rose to the occasion with a Lockdown
Online Exhibition. This was organised by a
Committee Member, Stuart Thompson and
we were all very grateful for the successful
outcome. We had 22 Artists taking part who
submitted up to five exhibits each. Several of
these were sold

There were nearly 1,500 visits to the web-
site and we feel that maybe we reached a
bigger audience than under normal circum-
stances. The Artists who sold work voluntar-
ily donated a percentage of their sale to the
Emsworth Community Association (ECA) as is
our normal practice.

We hope that next year will see the return
of an Exhibition in the Community Centre and
that we can extend a very warm welcome
to everyone and resume our usual Internal
Competitions which are always interesting
and the sales of cards which are so popular.
If anyone would like to get in touch and/or
view the work of our Artists they can always
be reached on the Emsworth Artists Website.

emsworthartists@gmail.com
www.emsworthartists.org.uk

Hold Still

Emsworth photographer Dr Ben
Timmis’s photographthat he sub-
mitted for the National Portrait
Gallery, “Hold Still” project made
it to the final 100 (out of 32,000
submitted). The photo was cap-
tioned, “Isolated Together”.

Ben was self-isolating with
his wife, and took this picture
of them using a remote control.
Ben says, “when lockdown was
announced, we realised that we
could be facing many months
in constant company with each
other, something we had never done before.  love for each other”.

They decided to make the most of it,and if the We hooked a piece of old black velvet on
COVID-19 pandemic has had any silver lining  the wall, set the camera to take a picture, and
for us, it is the realisation of our enduring  that was that.

Isolated Together by Dr Ben Timmis

where the locals go!

Bathroom e Cleaning & Laundry
Decorating & DIY e Electrical

Gardening ® Housewares ¢ Tools
Kitchen and Cookware
Pet Care and soooo much more!

Tel: 02392 412332
The Green, ROWLANDS CASTLE, P09 6BW

Tel: 01243 376852
High Street, EMSWORTH, P0O10 7AQ

Artists from left to right

Top row: Lesley Wood, Kate LAmie,

Vincent Lavender

Middle row: John Tweddell, Marian Forster,

Jan Copsey

Bottom row: Carol Price, Nic Cowper

Emsworth Harbour Arts Market

Barbara Jones reports that
there is still no news as to
when the Arts Market, which
was based at Hewitts, South
Street can re-open. She has
kept busy exhibiting at the
Stansted Garden Show (4-6
September) and was happy
to make many sales and to
see the art world is very much
alive and kicking.

She also exhibited at an
Open Studio event at the
Artworks Studioin Aldsworth,
on 10 - 11 October. Work on
show included fused glass,
silver jewellery, watercolour
paintings, original prints and
textiles.

$DABTA

Trarid with conlidenss

Barbara sells on line,
contactable via website or
Facebook and is happy to re-
ceive customers in her garden
for viewings by appointment.
She can also deliver locally or
customers can collect. www.
barbsart56.co.uk  Facebook
www.facebook/barbsart56

If you are a local artist why
not let The Ems know what
you have been doing? Please
send any images and details
of events/exhibitions/com-
missions to: editor.theems@
outlook.com

Kite surfers by Barbara Jones

Emsworth Travel

We specialise in providing
professional advice on a wide
range of ATOL protected travel and
holiday itineraries. We can match
your needs to literally thousands of
options or ‘tailor-make’ your holiday
to suit you.

As members of the largest
consortium of independent travel
agents you can be sure of free and
impartial advice. The two Sues, Gill
and Lesley look forward to helping

you arrange your future holiday.

01243 377211
13 High Street, Emsworth
www.emsworthtravel.co.uk
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The Blue Bell

The Blue Bell had a makeover during lock
down seeing its first coat of paint for over 26
years. We use local master decorator Kevin
Turner, who we consulted extensively with to
find a colour sympathetic with the nicotine
stained walls. Unfortunately on Monday 29
June, we walked into devastation as a burst
pipe had meant water had ripped through
the first and ground floor of the pub. This set
back our planned reopening. We are working
hard to re-open as soon as possible, with mid
October being targeted.

The Blue Bell was set to reopen
with government guidance on
the 4 July. The pub was set to
go with a full rugged Covid Risk
assessment in place and all the
necessary staff training.

Blue Bell: fish and chips
‘Blue Bell’is our fully restored 1955 Citroen
HY van. She has been kitted out with all
the equipment we need to produce the
best fish & chips. We are open Thursday
and Friday from 5pm till 9pm behind
The Blue Bell Inn, serving sustainable
locally sourced Fish & Chips along
with changing specials of seafood.
Gluten free is available. We use
locally sourced sustainable fish
from reputable suppliers including

catch.Hake, Huss and pollock are other great
alternatives. We use locally grown potatoes
which are hand cut and cooked and sea-
soned with natural sea salt to ensure
crispy chips. Our batter is homemade
using waste beer from our pubs line
cleaning which would usually mean
good beer is thrown away. Again an-
other waste reducing measure. With
the rise of allergies and coeliac's dis-
ease we offer excellent ‘Gluten free’
beer batter fish.

Ahoy Fish n Chips is available to hire
for events, parties and weddings.

The Greenwich Brewpub Southsea

Brewery. Mark and Thomas trained with
each other at Southdowns college and have
remained close friends ever since. It was a
great opportunity to grow the business into
Portsmouth. The fact we can now use the
brewery to produce our own beer was very
attractive. Our in-house brewer Mark from
MakeMake is producing some of the most
innovative and interesting beers in the coun-

This is the latest addition to The Thomas
Babb Brewing Company. In partnership

Emsworth based Fresh From The
Boat. This means your fish has less
food miles.This also makes our of-

fering a lot more interesting. Not
just cod/haddock we use the best

with Mark Hogan we are happy to add this
exciting venue to the portfolio. Itis a fully in-
dependent free house and brewpub situated
at 39 Osborne Road in the heart of Southsea
purveying craft beers, wonderful wines and
interesting spirits and is home of Makemake

try and is currently trending very high on the
Untappd website.

Both Giles and Mark have always been
extremely focused and supporting local busi-
nesses aswell as providing quality produce to
their customers.

seasonal offerings the fisherman

Updates

Unemployment figures

The latest figures (August) show that unemployment in the
Borough of Havant stands at 6.3% (4,705). In the Chichester DC
area there are 3,545 people out of work (5.2%) (NOMIS) These
are the highest rates of unemployment recorded since 1995.

Solicitors expand premises

Andrew & Andrew, 51 High St, Emsworth have lodged planning
applications to convert the first and second floors of their build-
ing into additional office space. (APP/20/ 00483 and 00484)
The solicitors who started up in Portsmouth in 1954 opened
their Emsworth branch in 2018.

Farmers Market

The Hampshire Farmers Market is open from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
on the 3rd Saturday of each month. Dates for the rest of 2020
are: 17 October, 21 November and 19 December.

Woosters update

The fixtures and fittings have been removed from 25 South
Street, formerly Woosters Restaurant. The restaurant had
been lavishly fitted out by the previous owner but closed in
January 2018. The premises are being advertised to let for a
rental of £35,000 p.a.

Vin Wines relaunch
wine events and

tasting courses
Jonathan Rogers, owner of
Vin Wines, 6 Queen Street
has relaunched his highly ac-
claimed wine tasting events
and his five weekwine course.
Call into the shop for details
or www.thesolentwineexpe-
rience.co.uk/

\
Empty shop update

Atthetime of going to press the following commercial premises
were vacant/not trading or available for sale or rent.

- 25 South Street (ex Woosters restaurant) to let

(closed Jan 2018)

- 15 High Street (ex NatWest Bank) to let

(closed 2017)

- 2 West Street (ex Town Brewery) Awaiting redevelopment.
(closed 2016)

- 12 North Street (ex Sorting office) to let (as offices)
(closed 2018)

- 46A High St (ex Déja vu vintage shop) to let
(closed March 2020)

Media chain is up for sale again

JPI Media who print The Ems and publish Chichester Observer,
Portsmouth News and over 150 other regional titles are up
for sale. JPI was formed in 2018 when it took over the assets
of Johnson Press. JPI were put up for sale last year but only
managed to dispose of the i newspaper to the Daily Mail group.

Emsworth Town Centre Business Survey
The Ems has carried out its own survey of the town centre.
There are 106 business premises in the town centre. (North St,
High St, Queen St, South Stand West St) These include: 22 pubs,
cafes, restaurants and takeaways; 12 hairdressers, barbers and
beauty salons; 9 estate agents and 5 charity shops. There are
only 5 empty units. Nationally around 16% of all shops are va-
cant. The low figure for Emsworth is the same as the turnover
rate of 5%.

Category Total xszig;ael
Independents (up to 3 branches) |68 (68%) |65%
Chains (more than 3 branches) 23 35%
Public/voluntary 10

Vacant 5 (5%) 16%
Total 106

Café/restaurant/takeaway 22 (22%) |n/a

Hairdresser/barber/beauty 12 (12%) [14%

Estate agents 9 (9%) 9%

Charity shops 5 (5%) 3.6%

(This survey will be updated every quarter and the results
published in The Ems.)
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New Businesses

Emsworth bucks the trend
when it comes to new shops.
It may be all gloom and
doom in the shopping malls
and High Streets of our large
towns and cities but here

in Emsworth we have seen
five new businesses open in
the town centre since the
lockdown was lifted.

New barbers opens

In July Top Style Barbers opened for busi-
ness at 45 North Street. This shop had been
vacant for a year since Navana beauty salon
closed. Top Style is run by Danny Ahmed who
had previous run a barbers in London. He has
always worked in hairdressing and has found
Emsworth to be a very friendly place to run a
business. In addition to normal hair cutting he
offers traditional hot towel shaves and beard
trims. The shop is open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday to Saturday and from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
on Sundays. No appointments are needed.

Hairdressers expands

Jonathan Ditton Hair, who have been trading
at 28 North St since 2017 have taken over
neighbouring salon, Obsession at 22 North St.
Obsession opened in 2015, having previously
been known as Studio 22. Both branches of-
fer hair styling with No 22 also offering a full
range of beauty treatments, including mas-
sage, facials, manicures and waxing.
www.jdsalons.co.uk

New pet shop opens

Mary Puppins Pet Pantry opened at 20 High
St on 22 August. The premises were previous-
ly occupied by Synergy Southern (ex Grate
Fyres/Treagust plumbing) who closed in
March. Mary Puppins is manged by Holly who
had previously run a doggy day care busin