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Looking forward to getting  
back to normal
As The Ems goes to press our wonderful independent shops, 
hairdressers, barbers and beauty salons are reopening 
after 17 weeks of Lockdown. Our cafes will be able to serve 
customers sitting outside and it is hoped that some pubs 
will also re-open for outdoor patrons. Restaurants and pubs 
will have to wait until Monday 17 May to re-open their doors 
fully and invite people indoors to eat and drink. If all goes 
according to plan Covid restrictions will be lifted by 21 June. 

The good news for Emsworth is that we now 
have fewer empty shops than we did prior to 
when the Coronavirus emergency began. We 
only have one empty retail shop (former Coral 
Bookmakers) out of over 100 town centre 
businesses. This is in marked contrast to larger 
towns which have seen many chain stores and 
restaurants go out of business completely or 
close their local branches. It is more important 
than ever to continue to support local busi-
nesses and ensure their survival after such a 
tough year. 

One small business that has been selling 
online during Lockdown is our own independ-
ent record shop, Harbour Records in the High 
Street. Joint owner, Rob Moore told The Ems, 
“We can’t wait to get stuck back in and meet 
the customers”. Harbour Records sell a wide 
range of new and second hand vinyl records, 
CDs and rock ephemera. They also have tick-
ets for forthcoming gigs. Harbour Records are 
open from Wednesday to Sunday from 10 a.m. 
– 4 p.m. 

Another business that attracts visitors from 
a wide area is Bookends second-hand book-
shop. Jo and the team at Bookends are really 
looking forward to reopening the shop on 12 
April, and welcoming back both local custom-
ers and visitors to Emsworth. They have a huge 
range of second-hand books, and a selection 
of distinctive greetings cards. Bookends are 
open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday to Friday, 
and from 9.30 a.m. to 4.30 p.m. on Saturday.

One of the most interesting shops to have 
opened in Emsworth in recent years is PO10 
in the High Street. Owner Lisa Edgington told 

The Ems, “The PO10 team have really missed 
our lovely customers and are very happy to be 
reopening on the 12 April. We promise lots of 
beautiful new stock that we have been work-
ing very hard on during the lockdown period 
and cannot wait to show it to you all”. PO10 
is open from Monday to Saturday from 9 a.m. 
– 4/5 p.m 

Michael Bolt, Emsworth Antiques, West 
Street told The Ems, “It will be really nice to 
be open and get back to normal”. The shop will 
open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday to Sunday.

Pubs will be able to re-open fully 
from 17 May but some of our 
local venues will be opening for 
outdoor eating and drinking as 
from 12 April. 

• The Coal Exchange, South Street will be 
open from mid-April for outdoor drinking and 
eating. Food is available from 12 noon – 2.30 
p.m. and 6 p.m. – 9 p.m. Monday to Saturday 
and 12 noon – 3 p.m. on Sunday. Booking is 
recommended Tel 01243 375866. 

• The Lord Raglan, 35 Queen Street are ad-
vertising that they will be open from 12 April. 
Tel 01243 372587

• Sussex Brewery, 36 Main Road are re-open-
ing outdoor area from 16 April. Advance 
booking with 2 hour slots available. Snacks 
and bites will available alongside beverages. 
Tel: (01243) 371533

Lulu Bowerman, Acting Chair 
of the Emsworth Business 
Association stated,

“Throughout the lockdowns 
of the last 12 months, 
essential shops and services 
in Emsworth have stayed 
open for residents, offering 
a delivery service when 
there was very limited 
access to the shops in 
Spring 2020. Now they 
are enabling safe access 
for shopping in person. 
Emsworth residents have 
stayed loyal, appreciating 
the convenience of 
shopping locally in their 
own environment and 
feeling ‘safe’. The town is 
busy, which is so positive 
when other centres are 
really struggling. I hope 
this trend prevails and 
Emsworth continues to 
thrive.”

Please take your 
litter home

As businesses close, 
visitors drive home 
and residents settle 
indoors: waste is left 
floating among wild-
life in our Millponds, 
drifting off our coast 
and laying in our 

square. Businesses can you help us per-
suade people to take their rubbish home? 

We know litter is collected most days,  
@havantborough thank you. What else 
can be done? We know our local business-
es do what they can. It’s about the town 
getting together and asking everyone (be 
they residents or visitors) to take their 
rubbish home. It’s the most simple of 
requests.

Michael Bolt, Emsworth Antiques

The cheerful staff at PO10

Rob Moore, Harbour Records
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Centre, North Street, Emsworth, Hampshire,  
PO10 7DD
COPYRIGHT
Copyright of THE EMS as a whole is held by the 
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THE EMS remains with the author/photographer, or 
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wise indicated, you may quote from, link to or publish 
brief excerpts from any article provided that you 
acknowledge both THE EMS and the author as your 
source. The republishing of any article or large part 
thereof is prohibited without the express permission 
of the copyright holder.
INDEPENDENT COMMUNITY NEWS NETWORK 
(ICNN)
THE EMS is a member of the ICNN, which is part of 
the School of Journalism, University of Cardiff. ICNN 
is the UK representative body for the independent 
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WEBSITE
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The editor reserves the right to edit any submitted 
material.
COPY AND PUBLICATION DATES

ADVERTISING
For advertising costs and enquiries please contact: 
Roma Herrick, Advertising Manager Email: adverts.
theems@outlook.com
Advertisements are accepted in good faith, however, 
THE EMS does not accept liability for advertisements 
nor endorses any services promoted in those adver-
tisements. If you have a problem with any advertiser, 
we recommend you contact them in the first instance. 
If you do not get a satisfactory response, please email 
us and we will look into it.
COMPLAINTS
If you have a complaint about any aspect of The Ems 
please contact the editor. A copy of our complaints 
procedure can be found on the website: www.
emsworth.org.uk/the-ems/

DISTRIBUTION
We endeavour to deliver THE EMS to all households 
in Emsworth, Thorney, Hermitage and Lumley areas. 
THE EMS is also available from Emsworth Library, lo-
cal newsagents and convenience stores. If you do not 
receive your copy within two weeks of the publication 
date, as listed above, please email the Distribution 
Manager, Gavin Millar. jandgmil@btinternet.com
THE EMS TEAM
Editor, Reporter and Photographer: 
David Harris editor.theems@outlook.com  
Tel: 01243 378215
Advertisement Manager: 
Roma Herrick adverts.theems@outlook.com
Arts Correspondent/Proof Reader: Nicola Hammond 
arts.theems@gmail.com 
Major Event Photographer: Juliet Walker
Sports Correspondent: Suzy Gardiner  
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Design: Ali Beckett www.alibeckettdesign.co.uk
The Ems is printed by Associated Printing 
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enquiries.era@outlook.com
ERA COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Chairman: Theo Schofield OBE 
01243 377976 / 07976 727483
theoschofield@icloud.com
Vice Chairman: Jill Millar
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jandgmil@btinternet.com
Secretary: Pam Wilkinson 
secretaryemsworthresidents@gmail.com
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adverts.theems@outlook.com
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01243 379296
ashe.family@btinternet.com
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01243 379862 
hallamchris4@gmail.com
Jo Northey (Youth)
07807 188912 
revjonorthey@gmail.com
Ali Couch (Communications) 
enquiries.era@outlook.com
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ERA MEETING DATES 2021
We hope to resume our quarterly public meetings in 
July.
(The meeting scheduled for 19 April 2021 is 
cancelled.) 
• Monday 26 July 2021 @7.30 p.m. (tbc)
• Monday 29 November 2021 @7.30 p.m. (tbc)

Chairman’s Report
Words by Theo Schofield, Chair of the Emsworth Residents’ Association

I am writing this looking out at the blue sky and sunshine and 
cannot help feeling optimistic and able to look forward to a safer 
and less restricted future.
We owe this in large part to the work of 
the Primary Care Networks and all the 
volunteers who have delivered such an 
effective rollout of vaccinations. They have 
reached the more vulnerable half of 
our population, who can now 
feel less anxious about going 
out and meeting family and 
friends. The retired GP in 
me can’t forget however 
that the younger 
more active half of the 
population hasn’t been 
reached yet!

Children are back at 
school and able to take part 
in outdoor sports. Pubs, restau-
rants and shops will soon be open-
ing, and businesses and other workplaces 
will be able to get back to normal. We will be 
able to rekindle that sense of belonging and 
community that is so important for us all.

There are also some significant events 
to look forward to. The Emsworth Surgery 
will be moving into the old hospital in May, 
and the Library will have a new home in the 
Community Centre, both of which the ERA 
and the community campaigned for. 

There will be Local Elections on Thursday 6 
May for our County and District Councillors. 
In the past the turnout in Emsworth has 
been the highest in the Borough and I hope 
we can do as well this year. It is important, 
not just for local democracy, but also be-
cause it is seen as a marker of our residents’ 
commitment to their community.

There is also a Referendum on the 
Emsworth Neighbourhood Plan on 8 July. 
Unfortunately the election department in 
HBC felt that they could not cope with this 

on the same date as the local elec-
tions so it is crucial that there is 

a good turnout for this as well. 
The Plan is based on a large 

amount of consultation 
with our residents, which 
many people may have 
forgotten because it was 
so long ago. It also includes 
the Emsworth Design 

Statement developed by 
the ERA. It contains polices 

based on these consultations, 
and plans for achieving them. The 

Plan has already been approved by Havant 
Borough Council and their inspector, but it 
is crucial that it is approved in a referendum 
of residents as well.

The Plan can be found at emsworthforum.
co.uk and I would urge you to find the time 
to read it, and to put the referendum date in 
your diary. It describes an optimistic vision 
for the future of Emsworth that we can all 
work together to achieve.

The Town Plan that was is the Autumn 
edition of The Ems, shares the same aims. 
It can now be found on our website, https://
emsworth.org.uk/the-era/about-the-
era-2/. Once the elections are over we will 
be meeting with our Councillors and Council 
Officers to share priorities, explore feasibil-
ities, and make plans that we can achieve.

Edition Deadline for copy and 
advertisements

Published on

Summer 2021 Monday 5 July Monday 19 July

Autumn 2021 Monday 4 October Monday 18 October

Winter 2022 Monday 3 January Monday 17 January

Spring 2022 Monday 4 April Monday 18 April

JOIN THE ERA
You can join the ERA online by going to: 
https://membermojo.co.uk/era

Why do I support the ERA?
Words by Jill Millar, Vice Chair, ERA

I am Jill Millar and have been an ERA 
committee member since 2011. I 
began my voluntary work when 
still in employment when I was 
a member of the Portsmouth 
Personnel Managers’ Group. 
After retirement I served as 
a governor of Park Community 
School, Havant where I was Chair 
for three years. I was also a governor 
of Havant 6th Form College and chair for 
three years. 

In addition to the ERA I am on the com-
mittee of Emsworth Community Association 
(who run Emsworth Community Centre) 
I have also served as chair of ECA. I am 
also a member of the committee of the 

Emsworth Community Land Trust. 
As an ERA committee member I 
am Membership Secretary and 
have recently computerised our 
membership records using the 
membermojo database. This 
enables us to keep our records 

up to date and to more effectively 
communicate with members.

I would encourage anyone who loves 
living in Emsworth to join the ERA. You can 
do so online by going to: https://:member-
mojo.co.uk/era We are also looking for new 
committee members. If you have skills to 
offer and some spare time why not consider 
joining the ERA committee (see advert on 
opposite page for more details).

Social Media Coordinator Wanted
The ERA is looking for a new Social Media 
Coordinator to deliver its Facebook and 
Instagram pages. This role will suit some-
one who has experience working in commu-
nications, active social media accounts and 
uses social media regularly. 

It is a lively and rewarding role, which in-
cludes communicating the activities of the 
ERA and sharing the activities and issues 
of Emsworth’s community groups. The role 
also includes monitoring and answering en-
quiries from ERA’s general inbox, enquiries.
era@outlook.com, and social media. 

The post holder needs to be familiar with 
the writing conventions of social media, 
happy to take and use photographs and be 
comfortable with engaging with the com-
munity via social media. Other members of 

the ERA committee also contribute to the 
ERA’s social media channels, enabling the 
post holder to take a break when they want 
to. 

Applicants should be organised, have 
good communication and team working 
skills, and be happy to network in the 
community. Applicants should be able to 
commit three to four hours a week to the 
role. A post handover will be given. 

This is a voluntary post but out of pocket 
expenses may be claimed. 

If you would like to discuss the role 
further please contact  

@emsworthresidents on Facebook or 
Insta. To apply for the role please email 

chairman.era@outlook.com.
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Letters to the Editor
Email: editor.theems@outlook.com

Hands across the ocean
Jean and I became really isolated in New 
Zealand a year ago when locked down on 
a visit to our emigrated family. Of course 
it is the best place to be right now, but 
thoughts of life in Emsworth as we knew 
it are constantly with us. I have just read 
much of the Winter issue of the excellent 
online EMS. This latest issue of your news-
paper is a truly remarkable production. The 
refreshing, positive style of reporting from 
not only you stalwarts but also the variety 
of other contributors is a credit to you and 
the worthy effort of all your team. The pub-
lication has a lightweight cheerful ambience 

yet retains serious dependable reporting of 
the many difficult and frustrating issues 
being confronted by community leaders. It 
is most refreshing and informative for us in 
our remote location and must surely be an 
inspiration to all Emsworth residents to look 
forward to better times ahead. Please pass 
our thanks to all involved when convenient 
opportunity allows.
Peter and Jean Tier, New Zealand
Editor: Please encourage friends and family 
who live outside of the area to read The Ems 
online. https://emsworth.org.uk/the-ems/

J o i n  t o d a y  - £ 5  p e r  h o u s e h o ld  - y o u r  m e m b e r s h i p  w i l l :
• E n s u r e  T h e  E m s  c o n t in u e s  t o  b e  a  r e g u la r  s o u r c e  o f  in d e p e n d e n t  lo c a l  n e w s
• C o n t r ib u t e  t o  t h e  C o m m u n it y  C h e s t  F u n d  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  lo c a l  g r o u p s
• E n a b le  u s  t o  s e n d  y o u  a  m o n t h ly  u p d a t e  o n  t h e  i s s u e s  f a c e d  b y  t h e  c o m m u n it y  a n d  h o w  t h e  E R A  i s  r e s p o n d in g .

T o  j o i n  t h e  E R A  g o  t o :  h t t p s ://m e m b e r m o j o .c o .u k /e r a

J o in  t h e  E m sw o r t h  R e s id e n t s ’ A s s o c ia t io n
A  Vo ic e  fo r th e  C om m un ity

We welcome new ERA committee 
member, Chris Fuller
London born Chris is a retired char-
tered civil engineer. His early 
career centred on heavy civil 
engineering and infrastructure 
on highways, railways and sea 
defences. Latterly Chris was 
senior design civil engineer in 
a local authority and lectured 
in Health and Safety and con-
struction management.

He and his wife, Eve, moved to 
Emsworth in 2006 both are interested 
in community and local matters. Chris joined 
Rotary International in south London in 1986, 
moved to Northumberland 1996 for ten years 
for work purposes and then both transferred 
to Havant Rotary for 12 years until 2018.

In 2008 he co-worked on the design upgrade 
to the South Street centre (now Hewitts).

In his time with Havant Rotary, he helped 

with the liaison between the ERA and 
EBA providing marshals for the 

Emsworth Food Festival’s “park 
and ride”, Santa’s sleigh arrival, 

St George’s Day parades 
and the apple pressing events. 
Chris was also the clerk to the 
governors of a local C of E 

primary school for five happy 
years from 2012
Together with Eve, they are ac-

tive in the local community, shop local 
and are members of U3A, deliver the quarter-
ly Ems and also edit articles for the Havant 
Borough Talking News. Formerly bowls and 
boules players, both are now members of 
Chichester and Fishbourne Croquet club, Chris 
is the club’s webmaster and advises on mem-
bership and health and safety matters.

We say goodbye and thank you to Victoria 
and Emma
After two years of loyal service to the ERA 
Victoria Lovell and Emma Gardiner are re-
luctantly stepping down. Rev Jo Northey will 
continue to be the lead ERA person on Youth 
matters. We are hoping to recruit new mem-
bers who will be able to assist Jo in the areas 
of Youth and Sport.

Introducing Suzy Gardiner,  
our new sports writer
Hello, my name is Suzy Gardiner and I am a 
freelance photographer living in Emsworth. 
David has kindly given me the opportunity to 
put some articles together for The Ems sports 
and recreational page. As someone who moved 
to Emsworth in late 2019 it felt that I had little 
time to explore the local area before the first of 
the lockdowns were introduced. On a plus side 
it meant that I got to know Hollybank Woods 
very well and walking there each day with 
my camera last spring was an education and 
a delight. I have a strong need to photograph 
the natural landscape wherever I may find 
myself. Equally, having worked as a wedding 

photographer for many years, the social as-
pect of working with people at events and 
social gatherings is an ongoing inspiration. Do 
take a look at my latest website if you would 
like to know more: www.soozbox.com

In my new role with The Ems it was a great 
pleasure to interview Fred Belton who is an 
active member of the Emsworth and Hayling 
Island Walking Football group – see the article 
on p. 29. To learn something about someone’s 
personal journey, aspirations and challenges 
along with the chance to photograph them in 
their local area, it doesn’t get much better than 
that.

ERA AGM Zooms ahead
The ERA AGM would normally be a big event 
attracting around 100 people and be held at 
the Community Centre or Baptist Church. This 
year, due to Coronavirus restrictions, we were 
compelled to hold the event online via Zoom on 
Monday 29 March. At total of 25 ERA members 
logged on successfully for the meeting. The new 
constitution was verified, the accounts and 
budget approved. Theo Schofield was elected 
Chair and Jill Millar, Vice Chair. Chris Hallam 
(Transport) and Charles Ashe (Planning) were 
re-elected as Committee members. The AGM 
also ratified the appointment of new member, 
Chris Fuller. 

Reports were received from the Chair, 
Membership Secretary, Treasurer, and from 
members responsible for Planning, Transport, 
Communications, Young People and The Ems. 
A number of questions were received from del-
egates. Ann Davies remarked upon the need 
for more rubbish bins in the town centre. A big 

increase in visitor numbers has resulted in ex-
isting bins rapidly overflowing with discarded 
coffee cups and food packaging. Sue Sleight 
raised the issue of more public toilets in the 
area and an extension of the opening hours of 
the facilities at Emsworth Recreation Ground. 

We very much hope to resume our quarterly 
public meetings as from Monday 26 July.

VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE MEMBERS WANTED
The Emsworth Residents’ Association (ERA), which represents and supports 
our community, is seeking new Committee Members to help us. We would 
particularly welcome anyone with an interest or experience in community 

development, planning and local government, environmental issues, sport and 
cycling, or any other area that you think may contribute to our work. 

Applicants should be well organised, have good communication and team 
working skills, and be happy to network in the community. 

This is a voluntary post but out of pocket expenses may be claimed. Committee 
members will be expected to attend monthly meetings which are held on 

Monday evenings.

If you are interested in this role and would like to discuss it further please 
email Theo Schofield, ERA Chair, stating your interests and what you can bring 

to the committee. Email: chairman.era@outlook.com 

P a r t n e r s h i p s
W e  s e t  u p  t h e  Yo u t h  F o r u m , a r e  
a  p a r t  o f  t h e  H o s p i t a l  S t e e r in g  
G r o u p , w o r k  c lo s e ly  w it h  
E m sw o r t h  F o r u m , t h e  L a n d  T r u s t , 
t h e  B u s in e s s  A s s o c a t io n  a n d  
m a n y  o t h e r s

M a in t a i n i n g
W e  lo o k  a f t e r  t h e  t o w n  c lo c k  a n d  
k e e p  t h e  b u s  s h e lt e r s  in  g o o d  
r e p a i r

L o b b y i n g
W e  lo b b y  lo c a l  g o v e r n m e n t  
a n d  o t h e r  p u b l ic  b o d ie s  o n  
i s s u e s  in c lu d in g  t r a n s p o r t , 
in f r a s t r u c t u r e , t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t  
a n d  c o m m u n it y  s a f e t y

G r a n t s
W e  o ff e r  c o m m u n it y  c h e s t  g r a n t s  
o f  u p  t o  £ 1 0 0 0  t o  s u p p o r t  lo c a l  
g r o u p s

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s
W e  p u b l i s h  T h e  E m s , h o ld  
q u a r t e r ly  p u b l ic  m e e t in g s , 
c o n t r ib u t e  t o  E m sw o r t h .o r g .
u k  a n d  p o s t  F a c e b o o k  a n d  
In s t a g r a m  u p d a t e s

S c r u t i n y
T h e  E R A  c o m m e n t s  o n  m a jo r  
p la n n in g  a p p l ic a t io n s  a n d  t h e  
L o c a l  P la n . W e  m e e t  r e g u la r ly  
w it h  lo c a l  c o u n c i l lo r s  a n d  c a l l  
t h e m  t o  a c c o u n t
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Quality Wines from Around the 
World to suit your budget

10am - 6pm Monday - Saturday
10% discount off 6 or  
more mixed/unmixed
Free local delivery

6 Queen Street, Emsworth PO10 7BL
01243 698838 | thesolentwinex@gmail.com
www.vinwinemerchants.co.uk

Wine & 
Cheese 
Tasting
£15pp

Updates 
The Emsworth Neighbourhood 
Plan – vote on 8 July
This has been accepted by Havant Borough 
Council, and is considered by the Planning 
Department as having ‘significant weight’ in 
related planning matters. However, it is to 
be ratified by a public vote of Emsworth res-
idents, which is due on 8 July. It is important 
that residents vote on this as the Plan incorpo-
rates many of the issues that were suggested 
by us, the residents. (see p15)
https://cdn.havant.gov.uk/public/
documents/Post%20Examination%20
Referendum%20Version%20of%20the%20
Emsworth%20Neighbourhood%20Plan.pdf

Landfill site to be managed 
until 2030
Veolia have applied to HBC (APP/20/01234) 
for a variation of Planning Permission 
02/67492/000 for a time extension to 2030, 
for the Environmental Control Compound at 
Southleigh Landfill Site, Emsworth Common 
Road. Originally it was envisaged that all plant 
and buildings would be removed by the end 
of 2020. 

Boxing club application 
withdrawn
The planning application to build a Boxing Club 
in Seagull Lane has been withdrawn.
Many people objected to it on the grounds of 
the lack of parking in the area.

Office conversion withdrawn 
Planning application APP/20/01111 for the 
conversion of Fiscal House, 2 Havant Road 
into a private house has been withdrawn. The 
1,390 sq ft offices are now being marketed by 
Southampton agents, Keygrove for £20,000 
per annum. 

More houses in North Street
Planning permission has been granted 
(APP/19/00854) to demolish the former 
Weaver Mabbs factory in North Street and 
build three houses and three flats on the site.

301 more houses on the A259 
at Bosham
Barratt Homes have submitted an application 
to Chichester District Council 21/00571/FUL to 
build 301 houses at a site, north of the A259 
and east of Broadbridge between Highgrove 
Farm and the railway line. 

Housing development at 
Horndean Road gets go ahead
An application to build 16 houses at the rear 
of 15-27 Horndean Road (land known as Tier’s 
Field) has been approved by HBC. The site will 
be developed by Metis Homes, Winchester. 

New classroom for  
Glenwood School
Hampshire CC have applied to HBC 
(APP/21/00086) for permission to erect a 
77 sq.mt. temporary modular classroom. The 
special school, in Washington Road, currently 
has 97 pupils and the new classroom will be 
used to accommodate an expected increase in 
student numbers. 

New property development 
initiative created for West 
Sussex 
The County Council will be working with Morgan 
Sindall Group to develop surplus County 
Council land into new homes and commercial 
premises. The joint venture will maximise 
the financial and wider returns from surplus 
land enabling the extra funds generated to be 

reinvested across West Sussex to support the 
wider aims of the County Council.

Timetable for the Local Plan 
Review is agreed by Chichester 
District Council

The details have been published in the revised 
Local Development Scheme (LDS), a statutory 
document which provides a timetable and de-
tails of evidence base documents prepared for 
the Local Plan Review. The Local Development 
Scheme can be viewed by going to: www.
chichester.gov.uk/planningpolicy

The Southleigh Landfill Site managed by Veolia 

Havant Borough Council submits local 
plan for examination
Havant Borough Council submitted the Havant Borough Local Plan 
to the Secretary of State for examination on 19 Feb. 
The Havant Borough Local Plan is a key docu-
ment which will guide and enable sustainable 
growth, development, jobs and investment 
up to 2036. The new local plan is critical to 
meeting the high need for housing in the area 
and will mean new homes are provided at the 
quality that’s required. 
The plan includes new and updated policies to 
guide and determine planning applications, 
identify land for development, and also sets 
out how much housing needs to be built - in 
line with the government’s new method for 
calculating this need. A virtual public hearing 
is expected to take place in the summer. 
Amongst the Emsworth allocations is the site 
at Long Copse Lane, which has been strongly 
resisted by the Save Long Copse Lane Group, 
the ERA, and individual residents. (see p7) 
If this site is kept in the plan by the inde-
pendent Inspectors, it may take some time 
before any work could commence. This is 

due to the constraints on the site. The other 
main site is that at Southleigh (land south 
of Bartons Road, west of Horndean Road 
and north of the A27) which is expected to 
eventually have about 2,100 homes. In the 
Local Plan, the Council say that they expect 
a single outline planning application for the 
entire site. This site may warrant a direct 
road access to the A27. www.havant.gov.uk/
local-plan-examination.

Fiscal House is now on the market
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At Andrew & Andrew, we specialise in the 
following aspects of law, and can guide you 
every step of the way: 

Conveyancing                                                         
Wills and Probate                                                    
Powers of Attorney                                                    
Family Law                                                                
Personal Injury  

Andrew & Andrew Solicitors                                                    
51 High Street                              

Emsworth                                             
PO10 7AN 

 

01243 680800 
                                                                   

office.emsworth@a2law.co.uk 
 

www.a2solicitors.co.uk 
 

twitter.com/A2Law 
 

facebook.com/A2Law.Solicitors/ 
 

https://www.linkedin.com/compan
y/andrew-&-andrew-llp-solicitors 

 

         

Emily Sims, a Director, manages the Emsworth Office and deals 
with complex residential property matters. She has integrated 
herself within the local community.  Emily continues to create 
strong working relationships with local estate agents, mortgage 
brokers and solicitors, which has enabled the reputation of the 
department to grow quickly through word of mouth and referrals.   
Our Emsworth team look forward to hearing from you. 

Established in 1954, Andrew & Andrew have been providing advice in Hampshire and beyond for 
over 65 years, with a high street practice in the heart of Emsworth village. 

For trust. For advice. For life. 
 Get in touch … How can we help?  

For more detailed information on 
other aspects of law, and the other 
areas we deal with, visit our website 

www.a2solicitors.co.uk 

New GP surgery for Emsworth to 
welcome its first patients in June
The new GP surgery for Emsworth is set to 
open its doors to its first patients in June. The 
redevelopment of the former Victoria Cottage 
Hospital site in Emsworth began in January 
2020 and is due to be completed in late May 
2021. The building, a stone’s throw from the 
existing surgery in the town centre, will be giv-
en a new lease of life when it opens its doors 
in June. Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, con-
struction work has been progressing during 
the national lockdown periods to complete 
the new surgery. Although the pandemic has 
slowed work on site, the project team has 
managed to keep delays to the project to a 
minimum. Some construction workers had to 
self-isolate at home which held up work on site 
until they could return. There have also been 
some post-Brexit issues which have resulted 
in delays in importing some building materials 
from Belgium. 

The final fitting out of the building with of-
fice furniture will be carried out by the main 
contractors, Mountjoy. In order to mitigate 
any delays there have been up to 25 workers 
on site each day with overtime being worked 
on Saturdays. 

The scheme, funded by NHS England through 
an Estates, Technology and Transformation 
fund grant, has included demolishing 

single-storey outbuildings, providing a new 
rear single-storey extension to the main 
building, installing a new lift shaft, reconfig-
uring rooms within the surgery and extensive 
internal and external decorations. On my site 
visit I was impressed by the spacious well-lit 
rooms which were for use as consulting rooms. 
In the Summer edition of The Ems we hope to 
show you the finished surgery. Due to Covid 
restrictions there is unlikely to be any grand 
opening ceremony. 

Update from 
Emsworth surgery
Spring 2021 brings hope that we might start to 
move away from so much of what we do being 
defined by COVID. 

As each week passes we are:
• Seeing more patients in the surgery
• Speaking to more patients on the phone
• Dealing with more e-consults week to week
• Providing more nursing appointments
• Providing more routine and urgent blood 
tests

To put this into some context, last week 
there were almost 1400 contacts made to our 
patients by GPs/Nurse Practitioners. At the 
height of the first lockdown there were only 
300.

We are looking forward to getting back to 
what we do best – looking after young and old 
and helping to manage the complexities that 
physical and mental illness bring to people’s 
lives. We are asking that our patients contact 
us as early as possible in the day to help us 
manage your request in a timely way. This 
means that no non-urgent requests will be 
dealt with after 12pm and will be dealt with by 
your usual GP the next day they are in surgery. 

We are very conscious of how busy our re-
ceptionists are and that, at times, long waits 
on the phones have been reported. We have 
invested in as many phone lines as we can at 
our current site and our team work flat out to 
answer calls. Our phone system will be up-
graded when we move to the new site.

Clockwise from left: Phil and Andy, Site Managers; interior 
of the new surgery; front of the former hospital
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SIMON HOWELLS
BUILDERS LTD

BUILDING AT ITS BEST

01243 376299
www.sdhowellsbuilders.co.uk

Experienced Hampshire Tradesmen

All general building work undertaken

Liza Reeves
Fabulous Food

Private Caterer For Any Event
Weddings - Parties - Receptions

Dinner Parties - Corporate Events

01243 377454 / 07932 655016
www.lizareeves-catering.com
info@lizareeves-catering.com 

Chichester’s coastal 
plain is at a tipping point
Words and pictures by SOSCA

Fears are growing about the future of 
Chichester’s coastal plain as more and more 
community representatives urge politicians 
and policy makers to prioritise the environ-
ment and climate change resilience, claiming 
the area is now at a tipping point. 

Chichester Harbour, the Manhood peninsula 
and the surrounding coastal hinterland form 
one of the south coast’s leading staycation and 
international tourist destinations as well as its 
most productive food growing areas. The area 
is also home to the largest group of vital CO2 
absorbing biodiverse wetlands in the south 
and is one of the UK’s most important habitat 
areas for many types of birds as well as endan-
gered species such as water voles.

But all these irreplaceable assets are at risk 
while Chichester District Council lacks a stra-
tegic spatial plan going forward, according to 
Save our South Coast Alliance (SOSCA). SOSCA 
is a research-backed alliance working closely 
with a growing number of organisations call-
ing for a re-appreciation of the coastal area’s 
unique assets. The other organisations include 
Save our Harbour Villages (SOHV), Chichester 
Harbour Trust, the Manhood Peninsula Action 
Group (MPAG), Stand Up for Chichester 
(SU4Chi) and Pagham Action Group as well as 
parish councils. 

 In the absence of a current Local Plan the 
district is facing dozens of large-scale housing 

applications across the coastal plain. Such ad 
hoc planning will quickly destroy the most 
important assets in the district – tourism, 
farming and its incredible marine and wet-
land ecosystem –the campaign groups claim. 
SOSCA this week wrote to all councillors asking 
them to introduce a planning condition, similar 
to a Grampian Clause, to ensure permission 
for new homes is only given if infrastructure 
is adequate and in place for each application, 
in line with the Conservative Party’s election 
manifesto pledge of ‘infrastructure first.’

Inadequate infrastructure in the area par-
ticularly surrounding drainage and transport 
is already causing increasing sewage and 
pollution spills into the harbour and streets; 
toilets backing up in homes; and noise and air 
pollution from road traffic. 

Disturbingly, a new report from Natural 
England describes Chichester Harbour as 
now being in an ‘unfavourable and declining’ 
condition. According to the report “Chichester 
Harbour is one of the most important sites for 
wildlife in the United Kingdom and is globally 
important for migratory birds. The harbour 
is designated as a Site of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI), Special Area of Conservation 
(SAC) and Special Protection Area (SPA) for 
birds.” 

www.sosca.org.uk

“a new report 
from Natural 
England describes 
Chichester Harbour 
as now being in 
an ‘unfavourable 
and declining’ 
condition.”

A never resolved spiral 
– Havant and housing 
targets

The government’s Housing Delivery Test for 
2020 shows that Havant managed to deliver 
72% of their target – much lower than the 
95% which triggered the need for a Housing 
Delivery Action Plan. 

Havant put this down to factors beyond 
their control –  finding a solution for nitrate 
neutrality, and Covid 19.However, other Hants 
local authorities in a similar geographical po-
sition (Fareham, Gosport, Eastleigh) have had 
the same nitrates factors to contend with, 
as well as Covid 19, yet their drop in homes 
delivered is not as low as Havant’s – and in 
Eastleigh exceeding their target (79%, 84% 
and 173% respectively).

It seems that housebuilding targets in 
Havant pose an insoluble problem. In April 
2019 there were 1,701 dwellings with out-
standing permissions but only around a fifth 
of these were built during 2019/2020 (366). 
Unfortunately there seems no way HBC can 
pressure developers to complete their build 
outs.

Yet by giving approval to more applications 
there is no guarantee that these sites will 
start promptly (although they have to start 
within 3 years, yet ‘start’ often translates as 

the very minimum work), let alone when they 
will complete.

We also add that there is now a real short-
age of suitable land for development within 
the Borough, so the need for more land has 
meant that unsuitable land is now being 
brought forward. Any delay in starting, or 
progressing with site completions, will affect 
the delivery of affordable homes at least as 
much as marketable homes (where develop-
ers make their money).There are 1632 families 
on the Hampshire Homes waiting list for HBC; 
in early 2019 it was 1691. There is a real need 
for affordable housing to meet this perennial 
demand in the Borough. 

Affordable housing delivered over the last 
two years was only: 
• 94 homes for 2018-2019
 • 90 homes for 2019-2020.

HBC are caught up in a never resolved spi-
ral of trying to achieve unachievable housing 
deliveries. We suggest that HBC should con-
centrate on a dedicated affordable housing 
programme that they control, so determining 
a start date and a realistic completion date – 
and get at least some of these families on the 
waiting list housed.

“It seems that 
housebuilding 
targets in 
Havant pose 
an insoluble 
problem.”
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There’s more to the Emsworth Delicatessen than meets the 
eye! 

Not only are we stockists of speciality cheese, charcuterie 
and delicious deli products, freshly prepared lunches and 
espresso coffee, we’re experienced caterers too.  

From weddings to wakes, parties to plated meals, canapes to 
christenings we can cater for your special event.  

We’ll deliver the service you expect at a price you can afford! 

www.emsworthdeli.co.uk – 01243 389181 – info@emsworthdeli.co.uk 

Emsworth Delicatessen, 1a West Street, Emsworth, Hampshire, PO10 7DU 

Long Copse Lane – a victim  
of the numbers game?
Words and picture by Save Long Copse Lane group

Despite Havant Borough Council (HBC) mem-
bers openly stating their reservations about 
the suitability of the LCL site for housing de-
velopment, HBC again voted to include the 
site in the local plan. The plan has now been 
submitted for inspection. We hope that later 
in the year the process will have advanced 
and we look forward to the opportunity to 
raise our objections directly to the inspector.

The urgency by council members to sub-
mit a plan, has meant that there are other 
unsuitable sites included in the plan despite 
there being alternative solutions which 
have greater potential to provide affordable 
housing in a sustainable location. In compar-
ison to HBC, Chichester District Council (CDC) 
have rejected an application for a develop-
ment where only people with cars would be 
able to live on the site. We have raised the 
same point in our objections but it was not 
seen as important.

Proposed wildlife corridors start in West 
Sussex and end at the Hampshire Border as 
there is no connecting plan. We have been 
trying to encourage a coordinated response 
between CDC and HBC to protect our local 
environment but so far have been met with 
no response. 

Traffic plans only hint at possible solutions 

to cope with the major traffic growth due to 
an influx of commuters. Planned housing 
numbers for Emsworth are far in excess of 
any local need. There is growing public con-
cern on coastline and sea water pollution 
which remains unaddressed.

We can only conclude that HBC has de-
cided that reaching housing targets is more 
important than irreversible destruction of 
the local environment, even if the houses 
being built do not provide the priority need 
of affordable housing.

Surely it is time to rethink the housing 
plan, where environment, sustainability and 
co-operation with our neighbouring author-
ities are at its heart.

Long Copse Lane

YMCA Centre, Redlands 
Words and images by Dwynwen Stepien and Sally Arscott

An opportunity for the whole community 
From the housing survey, to the Young People’s Day to the recent YMCA survey, you 
have all said more facilities for young people are needed. A survey of childcare also 
shows a need for more local nursery places. The proposal is that YMCA develop a Centre 
to offer childcare, youth and community facilities, located adjacent to Hampshire Farm 
Meadows at the front of Redlands Grange estate. The nursery will provide a secure in-
come, allowing the rest of the building to be maintained for use by the whole community.
 

What have we done so far?
• A project group has developed a proposal and 
is liaising with different groups 
• Havant Borough Council (HBC) have made a 
grant of £200,000 towards the capital costs
• YMCA Emsworth Facebook page set-up with 
over 130 members
• Survey to capture local views has been 
undertaken 
• Building plans have been drafted and have 
been consulted on with HBC and through the 
Facebook group.

What will the new centre offer?
A warm welcome
When you come into the building, you will walk 
into a friendly, spacious, informal area where 
you can stop for refreshments after dropping 
children at nursery. Been working hard in 
the allotment or walking in Hampshire Farm 
Meadows – why not meet up for a coffee? The 
community space is a space for everyone.

The Best Start in life 
A purpose-built good quality environment 
where children can grow into independent 
learners, develop friendships and generally 
have fun. With the need for at least 75 nurs-
ery places, and having an excellent reputation 
for its nurseries, the YMCA nursery will be a 
wonderful addition to the existing childcare 
provision in Emsworth. 

Spending time with friends
Young people need a space to chill and chat, 
they also said they want time to develop their 
musical, games, arts and other interests. 

There will be a dedi-
cated youth room with 
screens, speakers and 
sofas as well as being 
able to use the commu-
nity space for table ten-
nis and other activities.

Time to play
Walking football? Net-
ball? Basketball? There 
will be an outdoor mul-

ti-purpose games area that can be used all 
year round by the whole community. In the 
centre there is a smaller room that can be 
booked for exercise groups, specialist activi-
ties or one-off events. 

What’s next?
The recent YMCA survey supported the oppor-
tunity for a new centre but also asked chal-
lenging and important questions including:
• Ensuring sufficient car parking
• Preventing noise and anti-social behaviour
• Getting the building design right 
The project group is now working to address 
these concerns so that the final design deliv-
ers a high-quality centre, with facilities people 
want.

Financing the Centre
The Centre will cost approx. £1.5 mill. to build. 
£1 mill of this will come from YMCA based on 
the business plan for the childcare operation; 
HBC have committed £200k and the balance 
of £300k will be sought from local fundrais-
ing activities. Get involved if you are willing 
to help us. 

There are a series of events to bring everyone 
together:
• 28 April – Zoom meeting – please sign up 
now by emailing emsworth@ymca-fg.org
• 10 July – open event at the site to share 
plans and ideas 
• 31 August – Marquee at Emsworth 
Horticultural Show

A partnership between the YMCA, residents 
and young people means we can have a fan-
tastic new community facility for everyone.
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Call Phil on 01243 371415
1 Harbour Court, 29 High Street, Emsworth PO10 7AG

Vinyl >CDs >DVDs
Sold & Bought

VINYL’S
BACK
IN THE
GROOVE

A paradise for vinyl lovers 
in the heart of Emsworth

29 High Street, Emsworth, PO10 7AG
01243 371415

harbourrecordsemsworth@gmail.com
www.harbourrecordsemsworth.co.uk

YOUR LOCAL, UNIQUELY 
INDEPENDENT RECORD SHOP 

SET IN THE HEART OF BEAUTIFUL 
EMSWORTH

Specialists in pre-loved and new vinyl, CDs, books, 
memorabilia, artwork (sourced from local artists) and 

sales outlet for Wemsfest shows

WE WANT YOUR OLD RECORDS!
TURN YOUR UNWANTED VINYL INTO CASH!

Bring your records into the shop, or email us a list 
of what you have and we will get back to you!

River Ems: call for national watchdogs to act
Words and pictures by John Millard, Greening Westbourne

A local environmental group is 
calling on national authorities 
to step up and protect the River 
Ems from local water companies’ 
plans.

The Ems, a rare chalk stream, is threatened 
by the amount of water taken from its under-
ground sources by Portsmouth Water (PW). 
The Friends of the Ems group (FOTE) sees the 
planned Havant Thicket reservoir as an oppor-
tunity for PW to reduce pressure on the river 
and help it regain a proper flow. But the com-
pany has done a deal which would mean that 
supplies would be piped out of the local area 
and used by Southern Water (SW) instead.

FOTE is calling on the national water in-
dustry regulator Ofwat and the Environment 
Agency to act. A FOTE spokesperson said: “The 
proposal for a reservoir at Havant Thicket gave 
us hope that the ability to capture and store 
new water would enable a reduction in the 
amount taken from the sources of the Ems.

“But it looks like none of the reservoir supply 
will be used to help our river. Instead, PW and 
SW have signed an agreement proposing a 
transfer of 60m litres per day from the local 
area. There is a proposal to convert seawater 
to drinking water using a plant at Fawley, 
which we support. But if this does not go 

ahead, the amount transferred could increase 
to 115m litres per day.

“The Ems, with its trout and water voles 
and kingfishers, is in crisis. The effects of the 
water being taken by PW are becoming more 
and more apparent in the summer and early 
autumn, when flows drop and sections dry up 
altogether.

“The evidence of damage to the Ems, which 
has been known for years, should be acted 
upon. This transfer of water out of this area 
should not be allowed until steps have been 
taken to ensure proper flow in the Ems. And 

Havant Thicket should not be a missed oppor-
tunity. Further progress on the reservoir plan 
should only be permitted on condition that 
watercourses like the Ems are protected and 
restored.

“We acknowledge the need to maintain a 
public water supply in the face of population 
growth and climate change. But this cannot be 
at the further expense of fragile habitats, and 
the plants and animals they support.”

The Ems flows through the South Downs 
National Park in West Sussex, near the 
Hampshire border, and into Chichester 
Harbour at Emsworth. FOTE is part of 
Greening Westbourne, a campaign group in 
Westbourne. Greening Westbourne has been 
supporting a proposal by Chichester District 
Council to make the area along the Ems a 
designated ‘wildlife corridor’ because of its 
environmental importance.

Local people who want to join FOTE can get 
involved by signing up as supporters. They 
should email greeningwestbourne@hotmail.
co.uk.

For more information find Greening 
Westbourne Campaign on Facebook 
or search Greening Westbourne to 

find the group’s website.

“The Ems, with its trout 
and water voles and 
kingfishers, is in crisis.”
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Motor repairs

• Servicing
• MOT testing
•  Electronic diagnostics
•  Tyres and exhausts

Bodywork repairs

•  Full bodyshop facilities
•  Mitsubishi & SAAB approved
•  Insurance and private work
• Free loan car

Tel. 01243 372336 
www.lillywhitegarage.co.uk

Complete car care under one roof

Approved 
Bodyshop

Mac/PC & Laptop Repairs
System Maintenance
Remote Services

help@countrysidecomputers.co.uk
01243 370876 | 07798 728886

0 1 2 4 3 3 7 0 8 7 6

Home & Business Support
Computer Services

COMPUTER ASSISTANCE H. LOUCH and SONS
Est. 1870

Building Contractors
Incorporating JPG

29a Victoria Road, Emsworth

01243 372023
peter_griffin21@hotmail.com

Climate Change 
Action Plan 
approved for the 
Chichester District
Involving the whole community will be the key 
to achieving a Chichester District-wide target 
to reduce carbon emissions. Work to reduce 
carbon emissions by 10% year-on-year until 
2025 will now move forward after the Climate 
Change Action Plan for the Chichester district 
was approved by councillors. Some of the oth-
er actions included in the plan are to:
• Deliver measurable carbon reduction in new 

developments and through the council’s 
own operations

• Source funding for reduced carbon 
initiatives

• Promote lifestyle changes, such as energy 
reduction and using renewable energy 
sources

• Identify opportunities for increased tree 
planting

• Promote sustainable transport.

Alan Mak MP to launch new group as 
Southern Water reaffirms its commitment 
to improving water quality
 Alan Mak met Southern Water 
CEO to press the water company 
on its plans to reduce discharges 
into Langstone and Chichester 
Harbours. 
At the meeting, Southern Water has re-
affirmed its commitment to meeting new 
Government targets to improve water quality 
following the meeting held with Mr Mak. The 
Government’s Storm Overflows Taskforce – 
made up of Defra, the Environment Agency, 
Ofwat, Consumer Council for Water, Blueprint 
for Water and Water UK – has set a long-term 
goal of eliminating discharges from storm 
overflows. The same group has also recently 
been instrumental in introducing a framework 
for the creation of integrated Drainage and 
Wastewater Management Plans which are 
currently being developed.

Stormwater releases are designed to pre-
vent homes and properties from flooding 
during periods of very heavy rainfall when 
the capacity of the system can be exceeded. 
However, a combination of climate change 
bringing significantly more periods of intense 
rainfall, alongside more surface water enter-
ing into combined sewer systems, has meant 
increasing use of these overflows, especially 

during the winter months. Southern Water say 
that The Task Force had been advised that it 
would take up to 25 years and around £100 bill. 
of investment to phase out storm overflows 
entirely and ensure that wastewater sewage 
is separated from rainwater. 

Tree Protection Orders
Words by Ann Joly, Emsworth Treewardens

Nearly 70 people registered their 
objection to the felling of two 125 
year old healthy trees in a front 
garden in Emsworth, on a street 
designated “of special character”. 

The application was made to Havant Borough 
Council because the trees were covered by 
a Tree Protection Order (TPO). Before any 
action could be taken, both trees were ring-
barked, allegedly to remove ivy, but this 
sort of action usually means the tree will 
die. The application to fell was subsequently 

withdrawn before the planning committee 
could make a decision.

Emsworth Tree Wardens, along with other 
local organisations, have put time, money 
and energy into planting trees locally but it 
appears that homeowners can ignore Tree 
Protection Orders as no formal enforcement 
action in this case has been taken so far. At 
a time when local green spaces, hedgerows 
and trees are under increasing pressure from 
development this inaction suggests that even 
trees with a TPO can be damaged or felled 
with impunity.

In an attempt to save the trees it is to be 
hoped that an arboricultural compound will 
be applied to the ring bark site in order to 

save and heal these lovely trees, giving them 
a chance to recover during a whole growing 
season. 

But the question remains about the value 
of TPOs in this borough when no enforcement 
action is taken following a flagrant breach. 
Other local authorities have taken vigorous 
court action resulting in substantial fines to 
homeowners who felled trees covered by 
TPOs. Should the trees not survive these in-
juries and possible efforts to save them it is to 
be hoped that the homeowners will provide 
substantial replacements.

One of the ring-barked trees

New Facebook pollution page
Mike Owens has put a team together 
to create a designated bathing water in 
Emsworth Facebook page to try and get 
the water cleaned up www.facebook.
com/photo?fbid=10223034760489002&-
set=gm.1126555191136569

MP Alan Mak with Harbour Master Richard Craven

Great Big Litter Pick 
Could you help Emsworth/
Westbourne Christmas 
Decorations?
WemsFest are organising an area-wide 
‘Litterpick’ as part of their October Festival 
and would like to work with arts practitioners 
who can help turn the plastic and aluminium 
detritus into works of art which could bright-
en up and enhance the Festive Season. In 
particular we’re looking to work to create a 
Christmas Tree from crushed aluminium cans, 
as well as decorations from retrieved plastic 
which could adorn lampposts and give a sense 
of vibrancy to Emsworth town centre, and 
neighbourhoods. 

If you are interested, as an individual or as a 
group, in either litter picking or being involved 
in the creation of street decorations please 
email wemsfest@btinternet.com
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HOW WILL I KNOW WHEN IT IS MY 
TURN TO BE VACCINATED AND 
WHERE ARE THE SITES LOCATED? 
NHS England have advised that people 
will receive an invitation to come forward 
to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. For 
many people this will be a letter, either 
from their GP or the national NHS. Our 
local vaccination centres are located at:
n Emsworth Baptist Church
n Hayling Island Health Centre
n Waterlooville Health Centre
n Greywell Shopping Centre, Leigh Park
 
CAN I RING THE NHS TO GET A VACCINE?
You should wait to be contacted.
However, if your priority age group has
been called forward by the NHS call 119.

HELP AND SUPPORT  
FOR RESIDENTS
The Government has announced 
wide ranging support for people 
and businesses impacted by 
COVID-19.  I am committed to 
helping local residents as much 
as possible. If you are a resident 
in isolation and in need of help, 
please call one of the useful 
numbers on the useful numbers 
page of my website.
 
FOR THE FULL RANGE OF 
GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE 
PLEASE VISIT  
GOV.UK/CORONAVIRUS

TESTING & TRACING
If you have symptoms, you can book 
a test. Visit:
GOV.UK/GET-CORONAVIRUS-TEST

LOCAL HERO AWARDS SCHEME
Please nominate individuals, businesses, 
community groups and others who 
deserve recognition for their hard work 
responding to Coronavirus.
ALANMAK.ORG.UK/HEROAWARDS

Member of Parliament 
for the Havant Constituency

ALAN MAKALAN MAK  MPMP Member of Parliament for Member of Parliament for 
the Havant Constituencythe Havant Constituency

C O R O N A V I R U S  I N F O R M A T I O N
FOR THE LATEST ADVICE AND INFORMATION VISIT ALANMAK.ORG.UK/COVID19, NHS.UK AND 111.NHS.UK
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ADVERTISEMENT

Bring the Holiday to Your Garden
Words and pictures by Lindsay Jerome

Pining for exotic climes? Dreaming of sunshine 
holidays? Aren’t we all?! Well, you can create 
your own holiday in your garden - a bit of es-
capism just outside your door. Be adventurous, 
dig up some shrubs and plants if necessary, 
and plan a tropical jungle!

The following are magnificent structural 
plants all capable of living in our climate: 
Trachycarpus fortunei (Chusan Palm) or use 
Chamaerops humilis (Dwarf Fan Palm) for 
a smaller version, Musa basjoo (Japanese 
Banana), Yucca, Cordyline for stripey or red/
pink foliage and Dicksonia tree ferns. Plant 
them at the back as they can all attain quite 
a height. Also, for screening out fences or 
eyesores and for a lovely backdrop, use 

Phyllostachys aureocaulis (Yellow bamboo) 
but keep it in pots to avoid invasion as it grows 
vigorously. 

Most importantly, you will want to have 
lots of bold colours for your exotic escape. 
Reds, oranges and yellows will make you feel 
warm even on a cold day and add colour on a 
gloomy one. For sheltered spots - Brugmansia 
sanguinea (Red Angel’s Trumpet), Strelitzia 
(Bird of Paradise) and  Aristolochis elegans 
(Dutchman’s Pipe) - a purple showstopper 
climber (see photo) - will all provide stunning 
colour and form. Arum lilies - Spectrum Mixed 
for variety of colours and spotted leaves, 
Passiflora caerulea (Passion Flower), Campsis 
grandiflora with orange trumpet flowers and 
Canna lilies are hardier plants for achieving 
an equally stunning show. Canna lilies can be 

placed near the back as they grow tall and you 
really only want to see the spectacular flow-
ers. Passiflora and Campsis are hardy climbers 
and so can ramble over a trellis or archway, 
prune to keep them in check. Nasturtiums 
which come in our hot colour spectrum can 
provide ground cover, and any other small 
plants which flower red, orange or yellow.

To add to your escape, create a narrow, 
winding path through all this planting and this 
can be achieved even in a small garden. Add 
a little water - an old sink or make a hollow 
in the soil, line with plastic, place rocks round 
the edge and there you have it! The birds, 
newts, toads, frogs, dragonflies, damselflies, 
and other aquatic life will all love it, as will 
you. At some point along the path or at the 
end of it, have seating of some sort so you can 

immerse yourself in your exotic paradise, relax 
and soak it up. Make a wind chime with shells 
picked from a local beach or past holiday - a bit 
of driftwood with string of different lengths 
strung with shells (superglued on) which will 
tinkle as they touch one another. There are 
some slim, long pebbles (black flint?) found on 
our local beaches that chime when hit upon 
each other - look out for them down the Billy 
Track, Hayling. Decorate your exotic paradise 
with anything else which reminds you of holi-
days abroad. Grab a cocktail or fruit smoothie 
and enjoy spending time on holiday in your 
garden!
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 Logs, kindling and 
eco-firelighters 

 
Locally sourced seasoned hardwood 

Delivered and stacked 
Logs cut to size 

Discounts available 

Discounts available See our website for more details 

www.aldsworthlogs.co.uk 

01243 377220 
info@aldsworthlogs.co.uk 

 

www.aldsworthlogs.co.uk 

01243 377220 
info@aldsworthlogs.co.uk 

 

P.J. BALDRY
Your Local Flat Roof Specialist
Flat Roofs • Tiles • Slates • 
Re-roofing • Maintenance
Soffits • Fascias • Gutters

Reliable
Cheerful

Experienced
Hard-working
Good Value

42 Horndean Road, Emsworth

01243 372253

2 Palmer's Road, Emsworth, PO10 7DL.
www.tidalhealth.co.uk - 01243 956 986

contact@tidalhealth.co.uk

Chiropractic - Sports Therapy 
Massage Therapy - Acupuncture

Cognitive Behavioural Therapy - Pilates

We offer a multidisciplinary approach 
to healthcare, accessing a vast wealth 

of knowledge and expertise.

Updates 
Local MP Alan Mak praises 
COVID-19 vaccination 
programme

Local MP Alan Mak has hailed the uplifting and 
inspirational work of local GPs, nurses and NHS 
staff for delivering a fast start to the COVID-19 
vaccination programme after visiting all three 
major vaccination centres serving the Havant 
Constituency. Mr Mak visited all three major 
local vaccination sites – at Hayling Island 
Health Centre, Emsworth Baptist Church and 
Waterlooville Health Centre. In addition, local 
residents can also receive vaccinations at 
Queen Alexandra Hospital. 

YMCA survey
Local residents have completed a survey or-
ganised by the YMCA about community facil-
ities. The survey will help inform the planning 
of the proposed nursery and youth centre 
which is proposed for the Redlands area (land 
north of Westbourne Road). See P 7.

Emsworth benefits from 
Community Infrastructure Levy 
funds
Havant Borough Council agreed funding to 
support the following projects:
• Surgery fit out upgrade Emsworth Surgery 
Patient Participation Group - £12,200
 • YMCA Emsworth, Redlands Grange 
- £200,000 

Library updates
Hampshire Libraries re-opened from 12 April. 
Customers will be allowed in but to a maximum 
of 5 as before, wearing masks and sanitising 
hands. The hours of opening for Emsworth 
will be the same as before: Tuesday, Thursday, 
Friday 10 a.m. -1.30 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. 
-1 p.m.). From 1 May when the hours of opening 
resulting from the Public Consultation come 
into play, then Saturday mornings will be ex-
tended until 1.30 pm.
Work is progressing on plans to relocate 
Emsworth Library to its new home in 
Emsworth Community Centre. The aim is to 
undertake the move in August. The County 
Council will continue to update libraries users 
and the local community as more information 
becomes available.

Verity’s Gift launch new 
projects
Local charity Verity’s Gift will be fundraising for 
further improvements to Emsworth Recreation 
Ground. They have already secured funding 
from Havant Borough Council, J Pritchard 
Trust and local donations to refurbish the play equipment which should begin at the end of 

April. Everything apart from the rocking horse 
will be replaced and a new soft surface will be 
installed. Topsy Turner who set up Verity’s Gift 
hopes to secure funding for a Fitness Trail in 
the park, more Basketball facilities and out-
door table tennis tables. Verity’s Gift also hope 
to be able to fund children’s counsellors and 
are also involved in delivering essential sup-
plies to families in difficulties. 
If you are interesting in volunteering or fund-
raising for Verity’s Challenge pleae contact: 
info@veritysgift.co.uk www.facebook.com/
veritysgift/ or justgiving.com/veritysgift 

Citizens Advice Havant
We are proud to offer free confidential advice 
online and over the phone and, as soon as 
coronavirus circumstances allow, in person. 
Our services are run by Citizens Advice Havant 
advisers, many of whom are volunteers. Have 
you ever thought about getting involved with 

us and your local community? There are so 
many volunteering opportunities from admin, 
fundraising, and trusteeship, to helping our 
clients find the information and advice they 
need. Email  recruit@citizensadvicehavant.
org or call us on 02394 200006 x401.
Clients can contact us on Freephone 0808 
278 7809; 10:00-16:00 Monday–
Friday OR email advice@citizensadviceha-
vant.org
Keep an eye on our website for future up-
dates https://www.citizensadvicehavant.org
Citizens Advice Havant, 57 The Meridian 
Centre, Havant, PO9 1UW

Adopt a 
phone box
The phone box out-
side the Methodist 
Church in The 
Square, Emsworth 
has been declared 
redundant by BT. 
The box is currently 
being used as an in-
formal community 
library.

St George’s Day parade 
cancelled
The annual St George’s Day parade, which 
was scheduled for Friday 23 April has been 
cancelled for the second year running due to 
Covid restrictions.

Caring for the Young Carers
Words and picture by David Holmes
Looking after a loved one is a huge respon-
sibility and it’s even harder if you are aged 
between 11 and 14. Tuppenny Barn has rec-
ognised the challenges of young people who 
care for a family member by organising regular 
social sessions at the organic and educational 
centre near Emsworth. The Sunflower Young 
Carers, comprises pupils of Bourne College, 
Southbourne who come together for a morn-
ing of activities arranged by Tuppenny Barn’s 
education team.
The scheme was launched in September last 
year and thanks to funding from the Isla 
Foundation and the Gerald Micklem Trust the 
young carers will meet weekly after Easter. Abi 
Young and Liz Pendry, the education officers 
behind the scheme, believe that the sessions 
support the children’s emotional wellbeing as well as providing a safe environment where they 
can mix and be just children among others who provide care for loved ones.
For further information, Maggie Haynes, CEO and Founder, at www.tuppennybarn.co.uk

Rob Turner prepares to deliver one of the goodwill parcels

Community
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The LATEST in Eyewear, Technology & Style
OCT Technology

With a quick OCT test we can 
detect eye problems before 
they even start affecting or 

damaging your eyesight   

Blepharitis Clinic
For suffers of inflamed sore 

eyelids, we now offer the 
BlephexTM treatment to  

provide lasting relief

High Fashion Frames   
We stock a wide selection of the 
latest fashions and innovations

Martin Steels Ltd
Optometrist & Contact Lens Practitioner

martinsteels.com
Saturdays: 9am to 1:00pm 
Weekdays: 9am to 5:30pm

4, The Old Flour Mill, 
Queen Street, Emsworth

01243 375141

5 Old Mill Square,
Storrington

01903 740420

39 Tarrant Street,
Arundel

01903 883444

TTeell::  0022339922  441122333322
The Green, RROOWWLLAANNDDSS  CCAASSTTLLEE, PO9 6BW

TTeell::  0011224433  337766885522
High Street, EEMMSSWWOORRTTHH, PO10 7AQ

Where the locals go

i

BBaatthhrroooomm  ••  CClleeaanniinngg  &&  LLaauunnddrryy
DDeeccoorraattiinngg  &&  DDIIYY  ••  EElleeccttrriiccaall

GGaarrddeenniinngg  ••  HHoouusseewwaarreess  ••  TToooollss
KKiittcchheenn    aanndd  CCooookkwwaarree  

PPeett  CCaarree  aanndd  ssoooooooo  mmuucchh  mmoorree!!

Friends of Emsworth 
Community Health
Words and picture by Brian Harnett

The Friends of Emsworth Community Health 
support health and wellbeing in and around 
Emsworth and have continued to make 
donations to various organisations during 
2020 and 2021. The amount of the Grants 
being awarded this year totals £36,000. 

We donated £5,000 to Emsworth Primary 
School, St James School and Glenwood 
School. They are using the donations for 
different purposes, but we know laptops 
are being purchased plus amenity improve-
ments in the recreation areas. We have also 
made a significant donation to the ECA to 
help fund a Men’s Shed facility. 

The Friends own and take great pleasure 
from the garden adjoining the old cottage 
hospital - soon to become the new surgery. 
We have continued to maintain the garden 
during this very strange year of 2020, but 
because of Covid it has not been used as 
much as usual by organisations and indi-
viduals. Please contact us should you wish 
to use the garden. 

Once the new surgery is complete it is 

hoped the staff and patients will be able 
to make use of the garden, and once Covid 
restrictions have been relaxed, we hope 
to open it up more to the community. The 
Friends are donating £65,000 towards the 
fitting out of the consulting rooms, at the 
new Doctor’s Surgery and we are pleased 
to have contributed to the project.

If you would like to become 
a member of The Friends of 

Emsworth Community Health 
please do contact Irene Craig, 

Secretary.  
irenecraig71@gmail.com  

www.friendsofemsworth communityhealth

The Man who never was 
…. Comes to Emsworth 
via Ems Valley u3a
Words and pictures by Alan Borrow

In February, Ems Valley u3a were able to en-
joy (via Zoom) an amazing story of bravery, 
intrigue and historic importance when a body 
was pulled out of the water off the coast of 
southern Spain on 30 April 1943. It short-
ened the war by some months and fooled the 
Axis powers into thinking that the southern 
invasion would be through Greece and not 
via Sicily. It was a great talk by u3a member 
Richard Swaine and over one hundred mem-
bers managed to tune in. This was the latest 
of many talks that members have enjoyed, 
ranging from Catching Smugglers to Walking 
the Pilgrims’ Path.

Since March 2020, these talks have all been 
on Zoom, and many of the 45 interest groups 
in Ems Valley u3a have also been exploiting 
this medium. Chair, Anne Powell, started her 
two year term in May 2020, so has had little 
experience of ‘normality’. However she writes 
that the University of the Third Age now have 
a new motto - live, laugh and learn, and she is 
doing her very best to ensure that this is the 
case locally. Did you know that there are now 
1,057 u3as in the UK with 450,000 members? 

U3a is locally-run and provides a wide 
range of opportunities to come together to 
learn for fun. Members explore new ideas, 
follow lifetime interests, skills and activities 
together. Anyone who’s no longer in full-time 
employment can join us. Ems Valley has been 
in existence for some fifteen years and has a 
membership of over 400. Most interest groups 
meet regularly on Zoom – French, Spanish, 
Ancient Greece, Line Dancing, etc. We have 
fortnightly quizzes, and Wine Appreciation 
stretches to four different groups. One of 
these enterprising groups actually bottles the 
wine to be tasted in sterile conditions and de-
livers it to their members prior to the tasting. 

Cycling, Croquet and Petanque obviously 
have a bit of difficulty with Covid conditions at 
present, but they all have plans for the spring. 
Art Appreciation always commands a good 
attendance and Discussion, Local History and 
Family History are also thriving though Zoom. 

If you are retired or in part time work, and 
55 or over, have a look at our website www.
u3asites.org.uk/emsvalley/home to find out 
more. Otherwise get in touch through any 
member of committee to be found on the 
website, or through friends, who are already 
members. 

National U3A Day 
National U3A Day on Wednesday 2 June 
2021. This will go ahead whatever Covid 
restrictions are in place, either in reality or 
virtually, and will involve all U3As as well 
as local and national press, radio, television 
and social media.

Your Ems Valley committee are very keen 
to support this initiative to spread the word 
about U3A and hopefully to recruit new 
members. We plan to hire the Hospital 
Gardens and have gazebos and tables, with 
flags and banners to attract people. We also 
hope to have a presence around Emsworth 
Square, with volunteers handing out leaf-
lets, etc.

Chair Anne 
Powell:

‘the U3A 
motto... (is): 
live, laugh 
and learn’
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BLOOMS
WISHES&

Flower shop & Café 
open 12th April!

BLOOMSANDWISHES.CO.UK
TEL: 01243 278218

FLOWERS 
CAKE & COFFEE

BEHIND THE JINGLES 
HOTEL, 77 HORNDEAN RD,

EMSWORTH, PO10 7PU

- POND-SIDE SEATING
- FREE PARKING

- OPEN DAILY

R.C. Decorators

01243 372337
07771 628188

Domestic & Commercial • All work guaranteed
Established 28 Years

Repair Care International  
Special Contractor

Wallpapering • Painting
Decorating (internal & external)

General Maintenance
Restoration

Weldrite Engineering 
Services

Station Garage
MOT Test Centre
Servicing & Repairs
Bosch Diagnostic 
Specialists

Credit cards accepted
Free local collection & delivery
Open 6 days a week from 8am

01243 375076
07747 844961 or 07762 01102

Emsworth Community Land Trust is seeking 
volunteers to join its dynamic management group
Words by Dwynwen Stepien

Do you enjoy working closely with a small 
group of committed and individuals focused 
on innovative projects that benefit the com-
munity? Are you passionate about wanting to 
help ensure there are sustainable and afforda-
ble homes to meet the needs of local families?

Emsworth Community Land Trust was 
formed to stop the sale of the Cottage Hospital 
site so that it could be used for the community 
(who had paid for it). It is fantastic to see it 
being turned into a modern and welcoming 
new GP surgery. 

We have also been working with the YMCA 
to help develop a brand new sustainable 
nursery, youth and community centre to help 
support families from cradle to adulthood.

We know how expensive housing is in the 
area and that residents want to help ensure 
that homes are available for public service 
workers, first time buyers and for others who 
need 1 or 2 bedroom houses. We are busy 

working with local organisations and the 
council in identifying opportunities to deliver 
better targeted homes to meet our local needs.

Can you help? If you tick two or more boxes 
we would love to hear from you!
• Are you well organized and good at commu-
nicating especially through social media?
• Do you have business, law or administration 
skills?
• Do you have knowledge and experience of 
the built environment - design or delivery – 
social housing or regeneration?
• Are you good at project management and 
research?
• Do you want to help make sure housing de-
velopments meet the needs of local families
• Do you want to help develop community 
projects that Emsworth could benefit from

Please email info@emsworthclt.org.uk and 
tell us about yourself, your interests and skills. 
www.emsworthclt.org.uk

Oak Park update
Words by Ann Buckley, Co-ordinater, Havant Borough Residents’ Alliance 

Many residents will remember that when both 
the Victoria Cottage Hospital in Emsworth 
and the Havant War Memorial Hospital 
closed, that a new community hos-
pital was agreed for the Havant 
Borough. Planning consent was 
given in 2010 for the hospital 
on the old Oak Park School site 
in Crosslands Road in Havant 
but at the last moment the 
NHS decided not to proceed. 
To replace the day services, it 
was agreed that a Clinic would be 
developed to provide services such 
as physiotherapy, occupational therapy 
and podiatry. The NHS Oak Park Clinic scheme 
went ahead.

 An innovative scheme for a nursing home 
with 80 beds for older people to replace the 
lost hospital beds was drawn up. There would 
also be a Hampshire County Council (HCC) 
extra care housing scheme with 100 flats for 
older people, to be built on the Oak Park land. 
Plans were approved and a consortium won 
the bid in 2014. Contradictory government 
policies on Welfare Reform paralysed the 
project and the contractors appointed by HCC 

finally pulled out. Eventually another consor-
tium was formed for this £25 million pound 

project but that second partnership also 
fell through. A third partnership 

was formed with HCC, the NHS 
and the provider. In my last ar-
ticle in the Ems l reported that 
l had received a reply from 
HCC stating that the construc-
tion work was due to start in 
Summer 2020.

My recent enquiry to HCC 
did not bring good news. For the 

third time the Oak Park Health and 
Community Campus, which could have 

been a superb local facility, providing nursing 
care, housing and home care facilities during 
the pandemic, has fallen through. It’s back 
to the drawing board. It’s hard to resist the 
view that there has been inadequate scrutiny, 
poor procurement, and sadly no communi-
cation at all from Hampshire County Council 
with its residents. The Borough desperately 
needs these services for older people, but 
twelve years have  elapsed and the old Oak 
Park  School site  remains empty, overgrown 
and litter strewn.

NOMAN is an island
Words and pictures by Mark Potter

Mark Potter from Emsworth is taking part in a 
200 mile non-stop ocean rowing race to raise 
awareness to help eradicate cancers caused 
by the human papillomavirus (HPV) virus. The 
NOMAN is a race, starting on 19 July, which 
will see Mark joined by six teams of rowing 
novices, racing from Barcelona to Ibiza in aid 
of the NOMAN is an Island: Race to End HPV 
Campaign.

Around 90,000 HPV cancers are diagnosed 
in the UK and Europe each year, the majority of 
which can be prevented by vaccinating against 
HPV. Some HPV cancers, notably oral cancers 
are now among the fastest rising cancers in 
the developed world. HPV cancers, such as 
anal cancer, are also among the hardest to 
diagnose and treat.

This year’s race is expected to take over 
70 hours. The amateur rowers having to deal 
with powerful waves, busy shipping lanes, 
blistering heat and seasickness. Each team of 
five rowers will share a 24ft (7.3m) long boat 
equipped with two rowing seats and a small 
sleeping space, taking it in turns to row for 
two hours and rest for two hours. The NOMAN 
ocean race was created by Tristan, Justine 
and Camille Almada, whose mother died from 

stage IV HPV-related cancer in 2010. The race 
represents the struggle and isolation that 
many cancer patients feel especially those 
that carry an extremely challenging stigma. 

If you want to help Mark in this challenge 
please visit www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
mark-potter-noman

Emsworth Community Centre: Come Back Soon
Words by Dwynwen Stepien

We are looking forward to welcoming back 
all our members and activities in the coming 
months:
• 19 April opening to children’s activities 
• 17 May most activities, including table tennis, 
will be able to operate again, albeit under rel-
evant COVID restrictions
All dates are subject to COVID regulations. New 
and existing hirers please contact Karen to  
help you through the next phase of re-opening  
info@emsworthcommunitycentre.org.uk.
What will be new?
Hampshire Library Service is planning its move 
into the centre in readiness for an August 
opening. We are so pleased to be able to host 
such an important community service.
Shedders Alert Thanks to the fantastic grants 
from Friends of Emsworth Community Health 
and Havant Borough Council we are under-
taking basic refurbishment of the two sheds 
in the car park in readiness for an Emsworth 

Men’s Shed. It is aimed at men, and women, 
who would enjoy a small group activity that 
includes mending, making and generally ‘do-
ing stuff’. No prior DIY skills required. 
More info contact Sandie: sandraswaine@
btinternet.com.
AGM Notice We are planning to hold our AGM 
on 21 July at 7 p.m. The Trustees would like to 
thank our members for their support over the 
past year. We look forward to coming together 
as a community again.

Mark Potter preparing for a 200 mile ocean rowing race

Sheds being refurbished for the Men’s Shed group
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Please contact me if 
there’s anything I can help 
with, or you want to invite 
me to a community event. 

Visit my website for 
surgery details.

By post

House of Commons 
London 
SW1A 0AA

t:  023 9241 5620
w:  AlanMak.org.uk
e:  Alan.Mak.MP@Parliament.UK

  @AlanMakMP
  fb.com/AlanMakHavant

Please visit my website to sign-up for my new residents’ email newsletter  
and details about my surgeries.

Serving the residents 
of Emsworth and the 
whole constituency

Member of Parliament for Havant

Promoted by Alan Mak MP, Building 6000, Langstone Technology Park, Langstone Road, Havant, PO9 1SA.  Printed by The Ems, Emsworth Community Centre, North Street, Emsworth, PO10 7DD.

CONTACT ALAN

ALAN MAK MP
YOUR LOCAL MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

Wine Tasting and quiz evening for the 
Children’s Society
Words and picture by Maureen Twitchen

Saturday 6 February saw us being entertained 
and instructed by Jonathan of Vin Wines, 
Queen Street. We journeyed through Europe, 
Australia and South America looking at, smell-
ing and tasting wines. We learnt to appreciate 
a good wine and detect a bad one. The result 
of his quiz revealed those who had been listen-
ing the most. Gordon Braddock led the second 
hour with two rounds of quickfire questions 
relating to local celebrities (alive and dead) and 
geographical cultures. A guaranteed success.

The whole evening was fun and enlighten-
ing. A welcome distraction from lockdown. The 
evening raised over £1000 by a combination of 
donations. A big thank you to Jonathan who 

made the whole evening happen. His gener-
osity and support of The Children’s Society is 
hugely appreciated. The charity has the ethic 
of ‘Every young person deserves a good child-
hood’. To reach this goal it focuses on young 
people who need help and support for a wide 
range of reasons. This could be because they 
are not safe at home, they live in poverty, their 
mental health is fragile or anyone who feels 
abandoned or alone. It is also instrumental in 
bringing awareness to problems by driving 
change at local and national level. 

www.childrenssociety.org.uk

Emsworth RNLI Fundraising Branch 
Annual General Meeting
The AGM will be held on Wednesday 28 April 
2021 at 7 p.m. via Zoom. The Royal National 
Lifeboat Association has been busier than 
ever in the last 12 months saving lives at sea. 
But like all charities, it has suffered from a 
reduction in income, as fundraising events 
have had to be cancelled due to Covid-19. 

Emsworth Fundraising Branch has a com-
mittee supported by a group of helpers who 

normally arrange several events each year. 
New volunteers are always welcome, and we 
are hoping to recruit some new members to 
our committee. 

To attend the AGM via zoom, contact 
secretary Caroline Tilley 01243 

699451 or 07730 356851 to book a 
place.
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Election Special

Specialists in PVC and aluminium 
windows, doors, fascias,  

soffits and cladding 
Serving Emsworth and the wider area

Window & Doors Services
Call today for a FREE no obligation quote

07881 349 618
facebook.com/djtplastic djtplastics@outlook.com

Back & neck problems
Sports injuries

Rehab after falls
Home visits

Acupuncture
Pilates

Call: Karen Laurie
01243 375150
079412 13488

www.emsworthphysio.co.uk

Professional, effective,  
hands-on treatment

Vote, Vote, Vote  
on Thursday 6 May – polls 
open from 7 a.m. – 10 p.m. 
Local elections will 
be held on Thursday 
6 May for Havant 
BC, Hampshire CC, 
West Sussex CC and 
for Police and Crime 
Commissioners in 
Hampshire and Sussex. 
Voters have a range of options for casting their 
ballot – in person, by post or by a proxy vote. The 
deadline to apply for a postal vote is 20 April, and 
27 April for a proxy vote. 
The May elections may also serve as a referendum on the perfor-
mance of Boris Johnson as Prime Minister; the government’s handling 
of Coronavirus and the implications of Brexit as well giving electors 
the chance to have their say on local issues such as housing and the 
Local Plan. 

In more normal times the ERA would hold a public election hustings 
where candidates could present their case and be questioned by the 
public. As this was not possible we have asked the candidates of the 
main parties to send in a 200 word statement as to why you should 
vote for them in the forthcoming elections. (See Pages 16,17 and 18)

What is the role of a Borough Council?

Havant Borough Council has responsibility for many statutory and 
other roles including: rubbish collection, recycling, street cleaning, 
allotments, car parking, cemeteries, dog wardens, environmental 
health, licencing, Council Tax collection, parks, housing and plan-
ning applications. At Havant many services are contracted out. HBC 
budget in 2020/21 is £14.5 mill. This is funded through Business 
Rates, Council Tax, investment income and government funding.

What is the role of a County Council?

County Councils have responsibility for: schools, road maintenance, 
social care (children and older people), libraries, Trading Standards 
and registration of births, marriages and deaths. Hampshire’s budget 
for 2020/21 is £2.146 billion. This is funded mainly by government 
grants and Council Tax. The West Sussex CC budget for 2020/21 is 
£1.544 billion. County Council elections are held every four years. 

Police and Crime Commissioners

For details of candidates go to: www.hampshire-pcc.gov.uk/event/
police-and-crime-commissioner-election (Hants)

www.sussex-pcc.gov.uk/about/police-crime-commissioner-elec-
tions-2021/about-the-pcc-election/ (Sussex) 

Vote “Yes” for Emsworth on 
Thursday 8 July
Words by Stephanie Elsy, Emsworth Forum

Community leaders in Emsworth are urging Emsworth 
residents to vote ‘yes’ on Thursday 8 July in a referendum 
to decide whether Havant Borough Council must use the 
Emsworth Neighbourhood Plan to help it decide planning 
applications in the town. 

Stephanie Elsy, Chair of the Emsworth Forum, says ‘It has 
taken a lot of hard work from many people to produce this 
Plan. We could not have done it without the help of many 
residents and businesses in all our public events and con-
sultations. We are very proud that it will keep what we love 
about Emsworth and make sure that any future develop-
ment improves the town. This is our Neighbourhood Plan 
and now we can have our say. I hope everyone will vote ‘yes’ 
on 8 July. 

If supported, the Emsworth Neighbourhood Plan will 
become part of the statutory planning regulation that will 
ensure that future development will protect the distinctive 
character of Emsworth and make it an even better place to 
live, work and visit. The development of the Plan has strong 
support from the Emsworth Residents Association (ERA), 
the Emsworth Business Association (EBA), the Emsworth 
Community Association (ECA), the Emsworth Community 
Land Trust (ECLT) and Emsworth ward Councillors. 

Theo Schofield, Chair of the ERA said ‘The ERA has sup-
ported the development of the Emsworth Neighbourhood 
Plan from the beginning because as the town develops 
and grows we want to preserve our community and keep 
Emsworth special. All the ideas for projects it contains came 
from local people and will make Emsworth even better – so 
now let’s make them happen. We hope that everyone will 
vote for the Plan. It’s your Plan. Vote for it’

Dwynwen Stepien, Chair of ECLT added: ‘Emsworth 
Community Land Trust believes the Neighbourhood Plan 
will help us to access grants and support so that we deliver 
more affordable homes that meet the needs of those who 

need to work or live in Emsworth.’
Lulu Bowerman, Chair of the EBA, agreed saying: ‘It is 

really important for businesses in Emsworth to be able to 
attract and retain visitors, employees and investors. The 
Neighbourhood Plan will help with this by preserving and 
developing its character and beauty’.

Some of the highlights of the ENP are that it 
• Protects green spaces like the Ems Valley corridor 
that are so valued by local people and important to our 
environment and well-being.
• Encourages more affordable homes for all develop-
ments over 10 units so that there will be more afforda-
ble housing for local young people.
• Incorporates the Emsworth Design Statement 
creating more robust design policies that will protect 
Emsworth’s unique character. 
• Designates a Community and Public Service Hub in 
the town centre that protects sites like the Emsworth 
Victoria Cottage Hospital for health or community use. 
• includes new proposals to improve traffic flow and 
conditions for pedestrians and cyclists throughout the 
town and, in particular, along the A259, high street and 
town centre.
• Proposes numerous exciting projects that will en-
hance and improve Emsworth for residents, businesses 
and visitors alike.

If you can help the campaign for a ‘yes’ vote please 
contact Stephanie Elsy via stephanie@stephelsy.net or 
07919100516. 

You can read the Plan on the HBC website here https://
www.havant.gov.uk/emsworth-neighbourhood-planning. 
Printed copies will be placed in the Library and ECA when 
they re-open.

Emsworth Forum delivering the Neighbourhood Plan 
to Havant Borough Council
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Emsworth Ward
The Ems asked candidates from the Conservative, Labour and Liberal 
Democrat parties to supply a 200 word statement.
For a full list of all candidates go to: www.havant.gov.uk

You Deserve Happy, 
Healthy Feet

Home Chiropody Service  
Peter Adams DiP. FH SChPFHPAssoc

Emsworth based with 25 year’s experience

Treat your feet to our fabulous comprehensive 
makeover service to keep your feet in  

tip-top condition

Tel: 07394 963307

£35  
standard fee

Specialist 
in 

diabetic 
foot 

health

Contact us: 

07741 473446

info@helixelectrical.net
www.helixelectrical.net

Contact us: 

07741 473446

info@helixelectrical.net
www.helixelectrical.net

Your local trusted, 
honest and reliable 

electrician. Providing 
high quality, value for 
money domestic and 
commercial electrical 

installation and testing 
services. 

ShowersDomestic

Lighting Power

Consumer units

Rewires

Commercial

Condition Reports

No. 2144528

EMSWORTH 
BUILDERS

Established 1977

General builders carrying out 
work in and around Emsworth 

and surrounding areas
Extensions | loft conversions 

renovations | alterations

01243 371989
0777 860 3250

enquiries@emsworthbuilders.co.uk
28 High Street, Emsworth PO10 7AW

Election Special

Havant Borough  
Council Elections

On Thursday 6 May the postponed elec-
tion for a ward councillor for Emsworth 
will be held. The 2020 ward elections 
were not held due to the Coronavirus 
emergency. Cllr Lulu Bowerman was 
first elected in 2016 and was due to 
stand for re-election in 2020. Other 
postponed ward elections will be held 
across Havant. In Havant one third of the 
council stands for election in three out of 
four years. 

The current composition of Havant 
Borough Council is:
Conservatives 33
Labour 2
Independent 1 
Liberal Democrat 1 
UKIP 1 (total 38)

Jane Briggs 
(Liberal Democrat)

I am delighted to stand as a 
Liberal Democrat in Emsworth 
and provide an opportunity 
for local people to choose a 
councillor who will support 
them on local issues. 

The green spaces are under 
pressure from developers and, 
as recently seen with Long 
Copse Lane, it is essential that 
Emsworth once again has 
Councillors who will argue for 

the surrounding green spaces and the issues that matter 
to you. 

I share the concerns you have raised with me about the 
impact development is having on our infrastructure, espe-
cially the tailbacks and heavier traffic, a daily occurrence 
even now, before many more houses arrive. This affects 
air quality, as well as impacting on the nature of our 
lovely town. It is important, nevertheless, that affordable 
houses are provided for our children and that we support 
Emsworth to be a vibrant community and economically 
buoyant. 

I have lived with my family in Havant Borough for over 
20 years whilst also working in the local area. A vote for 
me will be a vote for a councillor who will speak up for 
Emsworth and make sure local residents’ voices are heard 
on the Borough Council.

“I believe in the power of 
Government to improve the 

lives of all people”

“I have actively been involved with 
many projects in Emsworth”

“(I will) speak up for Emsworth 
and make sure local residents’ 

voices are heard”

Steve Bilbe 
(Labour)

Steve is a Deputy 
Headteacher who works in 
Havant and lives in Emsworth. 
He states that: I believe in the 
power of Government to im-
prove the lives of all people - 
globally, nationally and locally. 
If elected I will ensure that:

• Havant Borough Council 
works tirelessly to ensure that 
all members of our society 
are given all the support they 

need to help them recover from the COVID crisis. 

• all new housing developments include sufficient afforda-
ble and social housing. Havant residents (including older 
people, the young and the homeless) should be able to 
afford to buy houses here. 

• all new housing developments include the best possible 
infrastructure including making sure that a relief road is 
built between the new houses on Bartons Road and the 
A27. New housing developments must benefit both exist-
ing and new residents; 

• green issues become a greater priority in Havant 
including- the recycling of plastic; reducing our carbon 
emissions and greater inclusion of solar panels in new 
buildings.

Lulu Bowerman 
(Conservative)

On 6 May I am seeking 
re-election as your local 
councillor for Havant Borough 
Council. I was elected in 2016 
and have provided residents 
with prompt and effective 
support and information while 
working hard to resolve many 
local issues such as planning 
and enforcement, parking and 
rubbish collection to name a 
few. I have also actively been 

involved with many projects in Emsworth including: 

• Setting up the welfare aspect of Emsworth Alliance to 
support residents through lockdown. 

• Working with local community groups to retain the 
library in Emsworth.

• Moving the Doctors’ surgery to its new location at the 
Emsworth Cottage hospital site.

• Supporting the funding for a YMCA nursery and commu-
nity hub at Redlands Grange.

• Working with council colleagues on environmental 
issues. 

I am currently the acting chairman of the Emsworth 
Business Association and also organize events such as 
the Christmas lights, Lobster Pot Christmas Tree and St 
George’s Day. It is a great honour to represent Emsworth 
and I am hugely grateful to everyone who places their 
trust in me to represent them. I am also standing to be 
elected as your County Councillor for Hampshire County 
Council and I hope you will vote for me in both elections 
on 6 May.

Shelley Saunders (Green)
The Green Party did not respond to requests for  
information about their candidate.
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Hollybank House
Country House Bed & Breakfast

Ideal setting for private functions, 
wedding & funeral receptions in 

Emsworth

anna@hollybankhouse.com
www.hollybankhouse.com

01243 375502

Elizabeth Turner Soft Furnishings

A small, professional soft furnishings business, pro-
viding a bespoke service to meet our customers’ exact 

requirements.  
All of our products are hand-made to a very high stand-

ard. We also supply fabric, a range of curtain poles, 
tracks and other accessories.

Unit 5, Sindles Farm, Aldsworth, Emsworth PO10 8QS

01243 389939
info@elizabethturner.co.uk
www.elizabethturner.co.uk

Election Special

Stansted Park, Rowlands Castle PO9 6DX
paviliontearoom.co.uk • 023 9241 3432

Morning coffee, light lunches and
afternoon tea. All freshly made with  

seasonal local produce.

COOKED BREAKFASTS • LIGHT LUNCHES
AFTERNOON CREAM TEAS  

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM 9AM

44 High Street, Emsworth PO10 7AW  
www.driftwood-cafe.co.uk • 01243 377373

Welcome back - we look forward to seeing you soon!

Hampshire County 
Council Elections

On Thursday 6 May there will be 
elections for all 78 seats at Hampshire 
County Council. Cllr Ray Bolton 
(Conservative) had represented the 
Emsworth & St Faiths division for many 
years but now is standing down  
(see p31).

The current composition of 
Hampshire County Council is: 

Conservatives 55 
Liberal Democrats 19
Independents 3
Labour 1

Jane Briggs 
(Liberal Democrat)

I am delighted to stand as a 
Liberal Democrat in Emsworth 
Ward and the parts of St 
Faiths which comprise the 
County Division. 

The recent pandemic has 
shown us how closely the 
NHS needs to integrate with 
local social services to provide 
quality support for our ageing 
population in their own 

homes or in care homes. Moreover, it has highlighted the 
huge need for mental health provision. While I welcome 
the opening soon of the new GP Practice building in the 
former Victoria Cottage Hospital, this should never have 
been such a long-drawn out saga. 

At the other end of the age range, families need to have 
someone who knows the effect the pandemic has had on 
young people in nurseries, school and university. If elect-
ed, I will do everything I can to help the County Education 
Service rebuild the missed experiences. 

I have lived with my family in Havant Borough for over 
20 years whilst also working locally in education. I hope 
very much that you will choose me to represent you on 
the County Council so I can fight for you not only on health 
and education issues, but also transport and roads. 

“I will do everything I can to help 
the County Education Service 

rebuild the missed experiences”“I will work hard to ensure that 
your council tax provides good 

value..in providing services”

Emsworth & St Faiths division, HCC 
The Ems asked candidates from the Conservative, Labour and Liberal 
Democrat parties to supply a 200 word statement.
For a full list of all candidates go to: www.hants.gov.uk

Peter Oliver 
(Labour)

I am running in this election 
because the area needs 
a stronger opposition to 
combat:

• The Local Plan which is 
unsupported by the necessary 
upgrades to the infrastructure

• The fact that Borough and 
County seem incapable of 
preventing Southern Water 
polluting the Harbours

• Because the Conservative dominance allows them to 
ignore the results of Public Consultation or the objections 
from reasonable deputations

• Because public money is spent on consultants to give 
political cover rather than the right advice

• How increasingly services are being outsourced in ways 
which make them unaccountable

• The Coastal Partnership’s proposals for coastal defences 
will not simultaneously address the requirements of rising 
sea-level and flooding caused by weather events. The 
project proceeds with too many unanswered questions. 
There is no coherent idea of how the entire east side 
of Langstone Village will be protected even after much 
publicity, nearly £500,000 and nearly 3 years having been 
spent, and while insufficient funds have been committed 
to the project. 

• How Central Government has heaped responsibilities on 
Local Government, and underfunded the means of fulfill-
ing them - witness Social Care and Social Housing 

• We need a National Housing policy which builds New 
Towns with an economic purpose and job opportunities 
instead of suffocating our charming villages and failing 
the community because of the impossibility of retrofitting 
the required infrastructure. 

Lulu Bowerman 
(Conservative)

Due to Cllr Ray Bolton retiring 
after 12 years of excellent 
service as your county coun-
cillor for Emsworth and St 
Faiths, I am also standing in 
the Hampshire County Council 
elections. I believe by being 
your County councillor and 
local ward councillor I will be 
able to improve resolution 
of issues in Emsworth more 
easily and ensure residents’ 

views are represented when specific decisions affecting 
them are being considered by HCC and HBC.

I am keen to be involved with the planning of local 
infrastructure, such as improving the traffic on A259, as 
there is an urgent need for improvements to the roads to 
ease the traffic through Emsworth and Denvilles. This will 
involve working closely with officers from the Highways 
department at HCC, planning at Havant Borough Council 
and Highways England. 

Following Cllr Bolton’s example in the past, I will continue 
to contribute to the ongoing development of our com-
munity with effective use of HCC Community Support 
grants and assist with local projects such as Emsworth 
in Bloom. I will work hard to ensure that your council tax 
provides good value from Hampshire County Council in 
providing services such as adult and children’s social ser-
vices, education in our schools, library services and road 
maintenance. 

Shelley Saunders (Green)
The Green Party did not respond to requests for  
information about their candidate.







Spring 2021				    The Ems – Newspaper of the Emsworth Residents’ Association	 Page 25

Church

The church in Lockdown
Words by Rev Stephen Wright, Emsworth Methodist Church

It is often suggested that when it comes to 
change, the church resists it. The little ditty 
‘Like a mighty tortoise moves the 
church of God, brothers we are 
treading where we’ve always 
trod’ just about covers it. As 
it happens, over the last 50 
years or so there have been 
many changes, over the last 
year even more. As the pan-
demic took hold, the church 
has responded in a number 
of innovative ways. Some have 
been focussed on human need and 
involved the up-scaling of pre-existing 
support, like food banks. Others have trans-
formed worship, as churches took to Zoom 
and other digital platforms. 

As a person who regularly leads Zoom 
worship, I am well aware of its limita-
tions, but it has also been a positive force. 
Especially, when the only alternative in-
volved no singing, no proper interaction with 
others and was entirely socially distanced 
with a mask. For many of us, it has been a 
lifeline. But the Zoom type format has also 
significantly transformed how worship is 
done. Services tend to be shorter, as does 
the minister’s sermon – perhaps this is a big 
plus. It also allows a wide range of different 

musical styles to be used. Using digital re-
sources, you can have an age-old hymn sung 

by a choir and a modern worship song 
with band – all in the same service 

and equally well done. Perhaps 
the most extraordinary thing, 
is the sense of togetherness 
they can provide – although 
persons are apart, the sense 
of community has been tan-

gible at times. 
As we return to physical 

worship, it will be interesting 
to see which of these will be taken 

forward. Certainly, many churches are 
thinking that they will Zoom their physical 
services, essentially for those who cannot 
get to church. The variety of musical styles 
and its quality, can continue to be a boon - if 
you have a good AV system. I am certainly 
thinking hard about the benefits of quality 
rather than quantity, in terms of length of 
service and sermon. And work needs to be 
done to consider how the togetherness (so 
evident in lockdown) can be developed fur-
ther on a Sunday morning. As for so many, 
the church has had a tough time in pandemic, 
but as we exit lockdown (hopefully) I hope 
it will do so, with some important lessons 
learned.

A fitting farewell after a funeral 
Words by Erika Biddlecombe, Independent Celebrant

Over the past Lockdown year funerals 
have continued to be conducted 
professionally and compassion-
ately but with a smaller number 
of people being able to attend. 
Families often comment after-
wards that they preferred a 
smaller, more intimate service. 
They are aware that many more 
friends and family members may 
still need to say their farewell; not 
only as a sign of respect but also as an 
important part of grieving and helping the 
healing process. 

As soon as we are able, we are offering 
Memorial Ceremonies or Celebrations of Life. 
We can offer a service that will tailor make the 
ceremony especially for your loved one, taking 

the pressure away from you. We will 
write a personalised ceremony 

where friends and family can 
share their memories.

We have ideas for symbolic 
ceremonies too – if your loved 
one enjoyed nature we can 
organise a dove release. Music 

from the decades can be played 
as well sharing their favourite 

foods and tipple.
This can all take place in your home, 

garden or we have venues to recommend. To 
finish the ceremony, we may suggest a candle 
lighting or even a tree planting. Let us help 
you create even more unique and everlasting 
memories. 

www.erikabcelebrant.co.uk

Belcher Frost
SOLICITORS | EMSWORTH

Stamp Duty Relief Extended

Following the recent Budget 
announcement, the stamp duty relief has 
been extended until 30th June 2021. This 
means that between March 2021 and 
June 2021, stamp duty will remain at 0% 
on properties worth up to £500,000. On 
properties worth £500,001 to £925,000 
stamp duty will be charged at 5%, which 
increases to 10% if the property is valued 
between £925,001 and £1.5million. 
Property valued over £1.5million will 
attract a 12% stamp duty charge. The 
percentages will differ if you are buying a 
buy to let property.

From July 2021 to the end of September 
2021, there will be a reduction in the 
relief with only the first £250,000 of 
the purchase price being exempt from 

stamp duty. Stamp duty is expected to 
return to its pre-pandemic level of 0% on 
properties worth up to £125,000 from the 
start of October 2021. It expected that 
first time buyers will continue to be able 
to claim stamp duty relief on purchases 
up to £300,000.

In addition to the stamp duty relief being 
extended, buyers should now be able to 
purchase a home with a 5% deposit from 
April 2021. The scheme guarantees that 
the Government will act as a guarantor 
if the borrower fails to keep up with the 
mortgage payments. This scheme will run 
until December 2022.

Contact us today on 01243 377 231 and 
we can help you buy your new home!
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01243 377231 
www.belcherfrost.com

3 West Street, Emsworth

Members of St Joseph’s and St Thomas’s 
churches will support the international aid 
charity, CAFOD in their 10,000 steps in 40 
days challenge to end poverty in the third 
world. The group were spurred into action 
after hearing about Abdella who has to walk 
10 hours a day to collect clean water for his 
family.

Pope Francis’ recent Lenten message helped 
to further inspire participants. His call to “re-
new our faith, draw from the ‘living water’ of 
hope”, and bring a renewal of faith, hope and 

love in these uncertain times promoted many 
to re-double their efforts.

Parish priest, Fr Leslie Adams, said, ‘It’s 
wonderful that members of our parish have 
signed up to this vital initiative.’

If you’d like to sponsor the group, 
please go to their dedicated 

JustGiving page: https://walk.
cafod.org.uk/fundraising/
walk-for-water-campaign

Catholic Parish of Havant and Emsworth
Words by Anthony Andrews

Catholics in Havant and Emsworth have pledged to walk 10,000 steps 
a day during Lent to raise funds for a clean water project. 
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Emsworth Show – 
Monday 30 August 2021
Words and picture by Faith Ponsonby

Yes, planning for the Show on Bank 
Holiday Monday is now well under 
way. The latest information from 
the Events Industry Forum is that, 
with proper precautions for the 
safety of our visitors, volunteers and 
stallholders, we will be able to hold 
the Show in reality this year. 
Luckily, the grounds of the New Life Christian Church in 
Thorney Road where the Show moved to in 2019, are spa-
cious enough for people to spread out, and have plenty of 
room to enjoy themselves. However, as we will probably 
still be needing to socially distance, masks should still be 
worn and we will have to limit the number of people on 
the Showground. To avoid queueing to get in, visitors will 
need to purchase their tickets online in advance with entry 
times staggered. Full details will be on our website, www.
emsworthshow.co.uk with ticket sales opening on 1 July. 

There will be sanitising points at the entrance and around 
the grounds, with volunteers cleaning chairs and surfaces 
regularly during the day. As ever, the Horticultural Marquee 
will be there, with its fantastic display of fruit, vegetables, 
flowers, as well as the crafts, domestic and photography 
exhibits. Do look at the different classes on our website 
and put in your entries, which closes on 23 August. In the 
arenas, there will be the Dog Show, with its super classes 

such as ‘the Dog with the waggiest tail’, while many of our 
familiar entertainers will return, including the popular 
Quack Pack and their sheepdogs moving them round the 
arena; they join us all the way from Wales. 

Around the stalls will be plenty to enjoy, with a fun pup-
pet show for children, the poultry show (Avian Flu permit-
ting), and the Emsworth Community Marquee. Many of our 
regular stallholders have had a difficult 12 months, so we 
hope you will come and support them. In the food and drink 
field, there will be plenty of refreshments for visitors. This 
year, for the first time, we will have a Dementia Friendly 
area, in a quiet corner of the showground, with volunteers 
from the local Havant Dementia Friendly group able to give 
information about this invasive disease which can affect 
many as they grow older.

As ever, the Show relies on the 150+ volunteers, who are 
the backbone of the Show. Please have a look at our web-
site, and see if you and other members of your family could 
help, even just for a 90-minute shift before, during or after 
the Show. All our volunteers have free entry to the Show, 
and those helping on the day can enjoy some refreshments, 
too. In particular, we would love several volunteers to take 
charge of signage around the roads leading to Emsworth, 
and on the grounds, so that everyone knows the Show is 
happening, as well as publicity with posters and flyers. 

But for me, the great joy of the return of the Show, this 
year, will be the pleasure of seeing in person my many 
friends locally after all the lockdowns. I am really looking 
forward to seeing you all there.

Horticulture

Warblington Cemetery – 
Rose bed and marble plaque
Words and pictures by Richard and Sandie Swaine

Early in 2014, it was noted 
that our local cemetery at 
St Thomas a Becket Church, 
contained a number of 
graves of servicemen who 
gave their lives for their 
country but whose graves 
were uncared for.

The Commonwealth War 
Graves Commission (CWGC) 
have dedicated cemeteries, 
which can be found in 154 
countries throughout the 
world where CWGC main-
tains the final resting places 
of over 1,700,000 wartime 
servicemen.

Back then, we wanted to 
acknowledge their sacrifice 
and to commemorate the 
100th and 75th anniversa-
ries of the beginning of WW 
I and WW II. Upon enquiring, 
we learned that the CWGC 
designates the Warblington 
graves to be within a munic-
ipal cemetery and to be the 
sole responsibility of the 
local council. They explained 
why and that they look after 

graves of men if their death 
was caused by their wartime 
service between 4 August 
1914 and 31 August 1921 and 
3 September 1939  and  31 
December 1947. 

It was with this background 
that ERA was approached and 
who generously approved to 
fund a marble plaque (see 
photo) and a rose bed. 

Our council were encour-
aging and helped establish a 

dedicated area for this purpose. Some of our readers may remem-
ber the unveiling of the plaque by the former mayor of Havant and 
attended by a number of serving and former servicemen. 

This Spring, the ERA has responded to a request to upgrade 
the area with additional roses which will make a fitting display 
throughout the summer. On the nearest Sunday to the 11 November 
armistice, the congregation of the church visit each of the 26 CWGC 
graves and lay a cross and a rose by each headstone.

On the nearest Sunday to 
the 11 November armistice, 
the congregation..visit each 
of the...graves and lay a 
cross and a rose by each 
headstone

The Quack Pack will return to the Show this summer

 

 

Classes kept small to ensure 
individual attention 
& social distancing 

Physio-led Pilates 

Specialist Pilates  for Osteoporosis & other Bone Health 
 Problems at the Community Centre on Mon/Weds mornings. 

Beginner / Intermediate Pilates 
for those without bone health problems on Weds/Thurs mornings. 

Please contact: Melissa Robinson (Chartered Physiotherapist) 
melissa.robinson@astilbe.co.uk 
Or text to: 07977 466924             www.physio-led-pilates.org 

Can’t leave home? 
1 hour classes, easily accessed through You Tube link sent via email. 

Exercise when it suits you.             Free trial class 

For a free initial consultation call  
0800 980 4136

Independent Financial Solutions is the trading name of DMJ Associates. 
DMJ Associates is an appointed representative of Adviser Business Solutions Ltd. 

which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Address: Unit 
2-2A The Old Flour Mill, Queen Street, Hampshire, PO10 7BT.

Looking after individuals, companies 
and trustees for over 30 years. Providing 

professional independent advice on:

Mortgages1

Pension Advice
Estate Planning2

Life Assurance
Equity Release3

Investment Advice
Risk Warnings
1. Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage.
2. The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate Estate Planning.
3. This is a lifetime mortgage. To understand the features and risks, ask for a personalised 
illustration.
It is important to note that the value of investments can fall as well as rise. You may not 
get back what you invest.

• Residential 
property

• Wills, Probate  
& Trusts

• Inheritance Tax 
Planning

• Powers of 
Attorney

ADDISON LAW
SOLICITORS

01243 372306

The personal, professional service
8 North Street, Emsworth PO10 7DD

www.addisonlaw.co.uk
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Heritage

Marinas are now common in towns and estu-
aries around Britain. Emsworth’s was one of 
the first. It flourishes as almost the last of the 
marine trades which for centuries were busy 
along Emsworth’s rivers, millponds, creeks, 
shoreline and inland sea. Opposite the River 
Ems creek-mouth, where the J D Foster’s 
timber yard supplied shorefront and Dolphin 
Quay shipbuilding enterprises, the marina site 
was previously the sawmill’s logging ponds. In 

post-war years, onetime commercial shipping 
was succeeded by the booming demand for 
leisure craft – yachts and dinghies.

Commeth the hour, commeth the man – in 
the form of Rear Admiral Philip “Percy” Gick. 
Becoming a Fleet Air Arm pilot after joining the 
Royal Navy in 1931, he played a key role in the 
epic 1941 battleship Bismarck pursuit and sink-
ing. Flying one of the slow biplane Swordfish 
torpedo bombers off HMS Victorious in ter-

rible weather, he 
was the only pilot 
to score a hit. 
Attacking from 
an unexpected 
quarter and at 
low level, he hit 

amidships. While not penetrating the vessel’s 
heavily-armoured “skirt”, the explosion dam-
aged the ship’s oil tanks. Reducing its speed, 
it fatally required its diversion from the wider 
Atlantic towards Brest for repairs.

After it was later caught and polished off, Lt 
Gick was awarded a DSC and switched to HMS 
Ark Royal - spear-heading attempts to protect 
Malta and the Western Mediterranean. When 
it was sunk in December that same year, he 
was mentioned in dispatches for several res-
cue missions of its crew. Following stints in the 
Western Desert and then the North Atlantic 
and Arctic on the escort carrier HMS Vindex 
(1943-44), he was later air group commander 
with a carrier task force in the Far East.

In 1952 he captained the destroyer HMS 
Daring, where (although only 40) he was 
known by the crew as “Old Percy”, and then the 
commando carrier HMS Bulwark. A rear-admi-
ral from 1961, he headed naval flying training 
until retirement in 1964 (aged 51), then becom-
ing chairman of the Emsworth Shipyard Group 
(1965-90).

He had married in 1936, meeting future 
wife Aylmer at the Emsworth Sailing Club. 
(She died in 1993, they having a son and three 

daughters.) Commuting his 
pension and using local plant 
hire companies, he dredged 
out the marina – losing a finger 
along the way. For the adjacent 
marina village of “stilt houses”, 
he commissioned an adven-
turous California-style model 
which still looks good today.

The marina boatyard accom-
modated the Bowman yacht 
building firm among other 
workshops. As another leap 
into the future, the shipyard 
pioneered concrete shipbuild-
ing, spraying cement powder 
mixed with glass-fibre onto 

moulds for a 1970 18 ft launch. By the 1980s, 
Bowman glass-fibre yachts were world fa-
mous – and still sell well.

When he retired in 1990 (aged 77), Emsworth 
Yacht Harbour was sold to the Wakelin fami-
ly, and Bowman’s merged with Rival Yachts. 
Following insolvency, the firm was acquired in 
2002 by the Falmouth-based Rustler Yachts, 
the Rear-Admiral dying in the same year. His 
amazingly vivid oral record of his Bismarck ex-
ploit is available on the Imperial War Museum’s 
website. 

www.iwm.org.uk/collections/item/
object/80011833

Emsworth 
Maritime and 
Historical Trust 
(Emsworth 
Museum)
Words and picture by 
Emsworth Museum 

The committee and 
volunteers are working 
towards a planned open-
ing of Emsworth Museum on Saturday 29 
May. Volunteers have been able to spend 
the last few months on refurbishing and 
updating parts of the Main Room. Over the 
years the attractive sprung wood floor had 
become scuffed and marked and the colour 
had darkened. In February a firm that spe-
cialises in caring for wood floors worked 
to restored it to its original condition and 
light maple colour. 

Retired clock repairer, Wayne Buckner, 
offered to look at the clock that had been 
donated in memory of a past Clerk to the 
Council. It had ceased working many years 
ago. He gave it a thorough clean, repaired 
the knob that adjusts the hands and set 
it to the correct time at no charge to the 
Trust. It is still giving the correct time and 
has been returned to its original position 
over the fireplace. 

Other work that has been done includes 
repositioning the swing boards ready for 
the P. G. Wodehouse display that is being 
re-curated and located around the newly 
exposed fireplace. The information panels 
that describe the history of brewing in 
Emsworth with illustrations of many of 
the numerous pubs in the local area have 
been re-organised onto new sized panels 
and moved to a new position. The dis-
play of Emsworth businesses – past and 
present – has been updated to show the 
diverse trades and shops that once graced 
the town. 

For more information Tel: 
01243 378091, email info@

emsworthmuseum.org.uk www.
emsworthmuseum.org.uk 

Top left: clearing the seasoning pond 
of logs, many of them would have 
been there over 60 years; top right: 
the pond and bunny field cleared 
ready to start the construction of the 
marina. At the back left some of the 
new houses are already up; below: the 
marina today with the ‘adventurous 
Californian-style’ housesPh
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Holidays • Cruises • Short Breaks • Ski • UK Holidays

Emsworth Travel
We specialise in providing 

professional advice on a wide 
range of ATOL protected travel and 
holiday itineraries. We can match 

your needs to literally thousands of 
options or ‘tailor-make’ your holiday 

to suit you.

As members of the largest 
consortium of independent travel 

agents you can be sure of free and 
impartial advice. The two Sues, Gill 
and Lesley look forward to helping 

you arrange your future holiday. 
01243 377211

13 High Street, Emsworth
travel@emsworthtravel.co.uk

Emsworth Notables
A series of brief profiles of some of Emsworth’s leading past residents

Rear Admiral Phillip David 
“Percy” Gick (1913-2002)
Words by Bob Smyth



Page 28						        		  www.emsworth.org.uk	 Spring 2021

funeralcare.co.uk

Fully guaranteed, inflation-proof, pre-paid funeral plans
Free bereavement care
Available 24 hours a day/7 days week

BEDHAMPTON  02392 453549
96 Bedhampton Road, Havant, PO9 3EZ

CHICHESTER  01243 782209
Kingsham Avenue, PO19 8AW

EMSWORTH  01243 37645
31 North Street, PO10 7DA

HAYLING ISLAND  02392 460047 
20 Mengham Road, PO11 9BL

LEIGH PARK  02392 484499
194-196 Dunsbury Way, PO9 5BQ

WIDLEY  02392 378472
1 Cornwall Buildings, London Road, PO7 5AB

Cycling
Safety without convenience means nothing
Words by Andrew Gould, 
Chichester Cycle Forum
http://chicycle.co.uk/a259-questionnaire 
http://chiaction.co.uk/a259-questionnair 

If Highways England provide a smooth 
cycle lane separated from the traffic by 
bollards or armadillos (small lumps in 
the road like a big rumble strip), then it 
is not only safe, but it is also convenient. 
The route Highways England propose 
may be safe but is totally and utterly 
useless if it is so inconvenient that no-
one uses it. 

On my own cycle journey from 
Emsworth, in the locations where the cy-
cle lanes existed I felt safe. Even though it 
was only a white line that separated me 
from the traffic, not a single car strayed 
into the cycle lane. By marking the space, 
the car drivers felt safe to overtake, and 
I felt safe to continue in the cycle lane. It 
would have been even better it there had 
been ‘armadillos’, bollards or a stepped 
cycle lane to give protection from even 
the most careless driver.

Highways England plan to remove the 
existing cycle lanes on both sides of the 
road and replace them with a two way 
cycle lane on the North side only. Most 
of the proposed new route is a pavement 
to be shared with pedestrians. It is only 
where they are removing the old cycle 
lanes that they are replacing them with 

narrower two-way cycle lanes on the 
North side only. I wonder how many 
people will continue on the main road 
rather than having to cross to the other 
side? I suspect rather a lot will continue 
on the road even when the cycle lane has 
been removed. The reason is that on the 
North side you will have to give way at 
side roads making it inconvenient and 
slow. So it won’t be used, and won’t be 
safe.

Highways England are proposing a 
shared use path. If it wasn’t for the pe-
destrians, pushchairs, mobility scooters, 

dogs, 150 driveways and 17 side roads, 
this would be fine. For example, the qui-
et shared use path near Cutmill Creek 
between Bosham and Chidham is a 
relaxing jaunt in open countryside. It is 
reasonably smooth, about 2 metres wide 
and has a buffer zone between you and 
the oncoming traffic. Since it is rural, the 
pedestrian footfall is low, and even if the 
path is already occupied by pedestrians, 
it is little effort to swerve onto the grass 
and avoid them. Certainly a segregated 
cycle lane would be better and there is 
plenty of room, but this is just about OK 
as it is. 

Highways England are contributing 
nothing to the safety of the route. 
Instead, it is pure tokenism. Any acci-
dent that occurs between a car and a 
cyclist on the main road, they can point 
to the shared use path sign. If a car exits 
a driveway collides with a bicycle going 
at more than 5 mph on the shared use 
path, they can say the cyclist was going 
too fast. The new proposals by Highways 
England are solely there to cover their 
backs.

We need change, but we need safe, 
smooth, continuous, direct cycle lanes 
separated from both pedestrians 
and cars. If you feel the same, email 
Adriana Chirovici, project manager: 
A27DesignatedFunds@highwayseng-
land.co.uk

Proposed Chichester to 
Emsworth Cycle route

Highways England are 
proposing to construct a £4.5 

mill. cycle route between 
Chichester and Emsworth. 

The 2 way route will run along 
the north side of the existing 
A259 and will be shared by 

pedestrians and cyclists. The 
Ems asked Chichester Cycle 

Forum for their views on this 
proposal.

M
ar

k 
Bo

ur
di

llo
n 

/ 
Al

am
y 

St
oc

k 
Ph

ot
o



Spring 2021				    The Ems – Newspaper of the Emsworth Residents’ Association	 Page 29

Sports & RecreationBy Suzy Gardiner, Sports Correspondent 
Email: sport.theems@gmail.com

Walking Football
Whilst games are currently 
on hold with the Emsworth 
and Hayling Island Walking 
Football group (EHIWF), here is 
a story from one of their active 
members, Fred Belton:

Fred, who hails from Cirencester in 
Gloucestershire, will turn 80 in September 
2021 and having survived a positive test for 
the covid virus only last October, went on to 
raise no less than £1000 for a charity event 
organised by the British Lung Foundation in 
January 2021. 

Fred took part in what was called the 
Everest Challenge which required him to 
walk a total of 130 kilometres during January 
which was the equivalent of reaching the 
base camp of Everest. He achieved this by 
walking anywhere between 2,3 and up to 11 
thousand steps each day. 

Fred’s walks took him locally along the 
seafront or Billy Line. In poor weather, he 
used a track of 200 steps in his garden. Fred 
completed the challenge three days prior to 

the closing date which was 31 January. Fred 
admitted that there were a few days in the 
middle of the month where it became quite a 
struggle but said that the phenomenal sup-
port which he received kept him on track. He 
likened it to the cheering crowd when run-
ning a marathon, something which Fred has 
experienced first-hand. 

Fred played football into his early 40s and 
then took up half and then full marathons. 
When Fred moved to Hampshire 20 years 
ago, it was to meet and marry his wife Caryl. 
They live on Hayling Island and it was about 5 
years ago that Fred joined the friendly EHIWF 
team. 

Fred agrees that having enjoyed such a 
full sporting life has almost certainly helped 
him to overcome some of the health issues 
which have come his way including major 
heart surgery and an existing lung condition 
of pulmonary fibrosis. 

For further information of EHIWF 
please contact Craig:  
eandhwf@gmail.com

Fred and Caryl Belton. Fred has raised £1000 for the British Lung Foundation.

Physio-led Pilates
Melissa Robinson, a Chartered Physiotherapist, 
with training from the APPI (Australian 
Physiotherapy and Pilates Institute), runs two 
different types of physio led Pilates groups, 
one for beginner and intermediate level, and 
a second specialist group for those with bone 
health problems, including osteoporosis and 
osteo-arthritis. The latter group particularly 
works on reducing flexed posture, maintaining 
bone density in vulnerable areas, balance and 
the prevention of falls. Those in the intermedi-
ate group also benefit from the therapeutic effects of Pilates for various 
ailments, including back ache, hip bursitis, neck and shoulder pain.

With the pandemic, Melissa has offered her classes online and has pub-
lished a website to promote these: www.physio-led-pilates.org. Being 
able to continue with Pilates during this time has been of huge benefit to 
so many of Melissa’s clients. One person using the YouTube classes said 
that they saved her life after her back had seized up whilst in Tescos. If 
you’d like to know more, please get in touch. Melissa can’t wait to return 
to live classes at the Community Centre as soon as lockdown ends. 

Contact: melissa@astilbe.co.uk or text her mobile on: 07977 466924

Spotlight on Table Tennis
Thanks to the vision of one very special person, Emsworth 
Community Centre has become a renowned centre for 
competitive and social table tennis across the area. 

Despite the past year of lock downs Steve Long has 
worked tirelessly to upgrade the facilities there to include 
robot, practice net, multi ball and more. The club has ben-
efited from his determination which has seen an increase 
of league teams and promotions to higher divisions. Steve 
has been recognised by Table Tennis England as the south-
ern region winner of Pride of Table Tennis Award, which is 
a rare honour. 

Perhaps more importantly Steve has encouraged the 
accessibility of the sport by helping people to take part 
despite any health conditions including those with mobil-
ity issues and dementia. The club’s members now proudly 
vary from 8 to 91 years. The connection between league, 
beginners and elderly players returning to the game is 
very apparent at the centre now with a strong commit-
ment from everyone to help and encourage each other no 
matter what their standard of play. Steve has worked hard 
at keeping everyone connected during the past year and it 
is hoped that live matches can resume in May. 

This club offers a genuine opportunity for all age 
groups to enjoy this sport.  

Contact: info@emsworthcommunitycentre.org.uk 
Club times:  

Tuesdays (7.45 p.m. – 9.45 p.m.), Wednesdays  
(2.30 p.m.- 4.30 p.m.), Fridays (2.30 pm – 4.30 pm).

Steve Long - southern region winner of Pride of Table Tennis Award

www.springfieldnursing.co.uk

• Nursing and Residential Care       
• Convalescent, respite and 

long term stay available

Springfield: 01243 372445Prinsted: 01243 372024

a warm welcome  
awaits you

Springfield has two family run 
care homes, located in Emsworth 
and Prinsted. We are dedicated 
to making every day an enjoyable 
and rewarding one creating a 
happy, comfortable environment 
for each individual.
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Readers’ Articles

Days out with Dogs
Part 11. Round  
Thorney Island
Words by Lupo. Photographs by Juliet Walker and Lesley Harris

We are all - dogs and humans - in lockdown. 
Walks have been straight-from-front-door 
for months; what’s more, they have been 
wet and muddy. Even for a dog this can wear 
a bit thin. Imagine our eagerness then, when 
Charlie, Callie and I heard of an Expedition 
being planned by our respective owners; 
what’s more, one that involved a tide table 
as well as a map. It was to be a local adven-
ture still, but to an Island! I looked out my 
life jacket. 

It was on the brightest of spring-like days 
that we headed from Emsworth Marina to 
the eastern stretch of the Sussex Border 
Path at Prinsted Point. Both the tide and 
our excitement were high. We scampered 
along a narrow path, scrambled down the 
concrete wall and slid across the seaweedy 
slope into the sea. This was more like it.

Leads went on as we arrived at a bridge 
over a rushing mass of water, which was 
fearsomely called Great Deep. Here we 
were met by imposing fencing and a gate, 
with a bell to ring, before we could get in. 
This was the entrance to Thorney Island. 
So, there was to be no boat journey after 
all? Very perplexing. Once through the gate, 
one certainty was that we had not left the 
mud behind. It was extremely gloopy, and 
my owner landed partly in a pool of it and 
partly in a prickly bush. Now we know why 
it is called Thorney Island.

Walkers on Thorney always have to stick 
closely to the edge of the island, because of 
soldiers doing Important Stuff in the middle. 
Still, there were fine sea views, different 
terrain, and various landmarks to explore 
as we went round. The first of these was 
a very old Norman church, with a large, 
grassy graveyard, in the settlement of West 
Thorney. This was followed by more chal-
lenging conditions, as we headed towards 

Longmere Point. We tackled a very boggy 
path under a tunnel of scrubby trees, but 
there were a few helpful duckboards, not 
that we saw any ducks. They might all have 
been in the nature reserve on Pilsey Island at 
the southern tip of Thorney, where no dogs 
or humans are allowed.

We emerged to grassland and explored our 
second landmark, a bird hide, but there were 
no birds hiding in there, not even ducks. By 
now all of us were hungry, so were delighted 
to turn a corner, and suddenly come across a 
long, sandy beach fringed by tufty marram 
grass. This was a perfect place to stop and 
enjoy our biscuits, while looking across at 
Sandy Point on Hayling Island, and at the 
rapidly receding tide, which was revealing 
lots of space for playing and paddling. 

After our break we set off homewards 
up the west side of the island. This is the 
longer side, with more bays and points than 
the east one. Sometimes the path was high 
above the beach, with open land to one 
side, and was dry and firm; sometimes it 
ducked between hedges and was very mud-
dy. When the beach was not too stony, we 
walked along the shore, taking in the sea air. 
It was quiet and beautiful, and we met only 
a few other intrepid dogs.

 Leaving the island through another gate, 
with the same routine as before, we entered 
a watery landscape with reed beds. Great 
Deep was joined by Little Deep, and birds 
were no longer hiding. We had a choice here 
of walking on the high road above the sea, or 
the low road, down a bank. This was a wider 
track, so easier for social distancing at busy 
times. Even we dogs know about that. Since 
it was quiet, we chose the scenic upper path 
and enjoyed the sight of moored boats, with 
Emsworth and home drawing ever closer.

This walk is about 7.5 miles

map scale: approx. 1km

 Looking across to Hayling

 En
jo

yin
g t

he
 lo

ng sandy beach

Sa
fe

ly 
thr

ou

gh the gate!

Walkers on Thorney 
always have to stick 

closely to the edge of 
the island, because of 

soldiers doing Important 
Stuff in the middle. 
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Lloyds Tree SurgeryLloyds Tree Surgery
Your local tree experts

All aspects of tree 
surgery and hedge cutting 

undertaken
Call Lloyd today for 

a free quote
07711 653401 
01243 389168

Council Approved | Fully Insured | NPTC qualified

info@lloydstreesurgery.com
www.lloydstreesurgery.com

FRESH MILK
FARM-PASTEURISED

AND BOTTLED
DELIVERED LOCALLY

S.H.YOUNG
& SON LTD

WARBLINGTON CASTLE FARM

(Havant) 023 9248 3374
ALSO SKIMMED AND  

STERILISED MILK, CREAM,  
EGGS, POTATOES ETC
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Round Up

John Philip Groom, Architect. (1948 – 2021)
Local architect John Groom has died sud-
denly, aged 72. He operated from his flat 
above the Cubitt and West estate agents in 
the High Street, having inherited the build-
ing from his surveyor father Harold – who 
created Emsworth’s war memorial trail. 
Educated at Portsmouth’s St John’s School 
and College, John studied architecture 
at the University Of Wales, gaining 
a BSc in Architectural Studies fol-
lowed by a BArch two years later. 
When asked why in Wales, he 
replied – in an echo of the Peter 
Cook/Dudley Moore sketch, “I 
didn’t have the Latin. English 
architecture schools made it ob-
ligatory, so I had to go to Wales.”

Having qualified as an architect 
in 1974 he worked for a number of ar-
chitectural practices before setting up as a 
sole trader in 1998 – having also obtained 
a Diploma in Surveying from the College of 
Estate Management in 1996. Expert in plan-
ning and building regulations, he was an 
occasional DoE planning inspector. Active 
in the glory days of the famed Emsworth 
Food Festival, which attracted crowds 

of up to 50,000 to 
the four-day event, 
he took charge of 
planning the pitches 

layout around the town 
centre. The festival activ-

ists’ coterie lived on in the 
form of the Coal Exchange pub 

lunchtime “Monday Club”. 
Responsible for designing many local 

premises refurbishments, he claimed that 
for the adaptation of the former Black Dog 
PH into Spice Village, he was paid not in cash 
but in kind – a promised lifetime supply of 
curry.

John “Ian” St John, Footballer, manager  
and TV pundit. (1938 – 2021)

Ian’s death on 1 March 2021 was widely reported in the national media. He lived in Emsworth 
when he was manager of Portsmouth from 1974 -1977. If anyone has any recollections of Ian 
when he lived here, The Ems would be pleased to publish them in a future edition.

Editor: If you would like to celebrate the life of a recently deceased loved one in The 
Ems please contact the editor and we will try to include a short tribute in the next 
edition. Articles should be approx. 300 words and include a photo.
Email: editor.theems@outlook.com

OBITUARIES

Oyster boat Terror to sail again 
after Covid restrictions lifted
Words and picture by Chris Clode

After a whole season unable to put to sea due 
to Covid-19 pandemic, the beautiful 125-year-
old Oysterboat Terror will once again be taking 
paying passengers on trips around Chichester 
Harbour from 17 May, subject to there being 
no further changes to the Government’s re-
strictions. Based at Emsworth Yacht Harbour 
and operated by a dedicated team of volun-
teers from Friends of Chichester Harbour, 
Oysterboat Terror can accommodate up to 
six passengers on up to three-hour long trips 
taking in the sights of Chichester Harbour. 

Not only is Chichester Harbour an Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty, it has an 
abundance of wildlife that is more easily 
seen from the sea. Harbour Seals, Ospreys, 
Oystercatchers, Curlews, Godwits and a host 
of other birds and wildlife can often be seen 
whilst taking a trip on Terror. A profession-
al crew of skipper and mate will explain to 
passengers the whole history of the famous 
Emsworth oyster trade during the trip and 
point out the wildlife and areas of interest 
around the harbour.

Passengers who are keen on having a go 
at sailing a traditional gaff-rigged yacht can 

take the helm and experience to joy of being 
under sail in a famous old working boat. Trips 
cost just £25 for adults and £15 for children. 
The whole boat can be booked for £125. www.
oysterboatterror.org.uk

Oysterboat Terror will be taking passengers from 17 May

From the Archives 10 years ago - The Ems, April 2011
• A Flood Action Group was formed, as a result 
of serious flooding in the Bridge Road/Selangor 
Avenue area in November 2010. An Emsworth 
Flood Risk Strategy Review was published.

• The planning application to build houses at 
Hampshire Farm (|now Redlands Grange) was 
expected. The planning application was passed 
and some 248 houses were built by Bellway and 
Bloor. 42 acres of land next to the estate was 
gifted for recreational purposes. 

• Work started on new children’s play equipment 
at Southleigh Recreational Ground. The play 
equipment has lasted fairly well and is still very 
popular.

• The ERA was supportive of a planning appli-
cation to build a small brewery at the rear of 
the Antiques shop in West Street. Emsworth 
Brewery operated a 2.5 barrel micro-brewery 
from 2011 to 2019. Their Slipper, Hollybank, 
Wayfarer and Fairfield beers were available in 
bottles or on draft. 

Community Groups and Activities
These listings have been held over to give increased coverage of the forthcoming elections. The listings will 
return in the Summer edition when hopefully all of our groups will be fully functioning again.

Well respected County Councillor  
Ray Bolton retires
This report is effectively the ‘last chapter’ in 
the role I have had as the County Councillor 
for Emsworth and St Faith’s Havant Division. 
I am calling it the ‘last chapter’ because after 
serving for twelve years, I have decided not to 
seek re-election in this May’s County Council 
Elections. It has been a great privilege repre-
senting the residents of such an interesting 
Division, using my County Council experience 
to the benefit of our Community, also that of 
individual residents. 

I have sought to contribute to the ongo-
ing development of the community through 
my support of the work of your Emsworth 
Residents’ and Community Associations, other 
voluntary groups such as Emsworth in Bloom, 
Friends of Nore Barn Woods, Brook Meadow 
Conservation Group. It has also been a great 
privilege serving alongside your very able past 
and present Havant Borough Councillors, Cllrs 
Brendan Gibb-Gray, Richard Galloway, Lulu 
Bowerman, Julie Thain-Smith and Richard 
Kennett and in the first half of the last dec-
ade, Rivka Cresswell and Colin Mackey. I am 
sure that you share the same fond memories 
of Rivka and Colin that I have.

Over the years I have supported Emsworth’s 
special events, such as the Food Festival, from 
which I have a copy of ‘The Emsworth Cookbook’ 

by Elaine Connolly and John Tweddell with 
lovely photographs of Emsworth acting as 
a pictorial souvenir. I have supported the 
Emsworth Horticultural Society’s August 
Bank Holiday Show, from which I obtained a 
copy of the Emsworth Town Centre Tree Trail 
Book – 2019. The photographs of all the trees 
around Emsworth are another example of why 
Emsworth is a unique place, which I will con-
tinue to regularly visit, because it is truly such 
a pleasant town. 		   Ray Bolton

County Councillor Ray Bolton won’t be seeking re-election
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Dr Nita Gupta BDS, MDS, FDSRCS Oral Surgeon
Dr Lisa Pearce BDS (Bristol) Dentist

• Dental Implants
• General Dentistry

• Oral Surgery
• Smile Design  

6 months

• Dental Hygiene
• White Fillings & 

Tooth Whitening

01243 372643
www.thenorthstreetclinic.co.uk

Discover your smile!

by Bob Smyth
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Emsworth People

NEWS FROM OUR MP

Keeping up the pressure on Southern Water
We’re fortunate our area is a popular area for 
visitors and those involved in sailing, walking and 
water sports, and I want to keep it that way. That’s 
why I’ve been keeping up the pressure on Southern 
Water to reduce storm water discharges into 
Langstone and Chichester Harbours. 

Storm water releases are designed to prevent homes and 
properties from flooding during periods of heavy rainfall 
when the capacity of the system can be exceeded. However, 
a combination of climate change bringing significantly more 
periods of intense rainfall, alongside more surface water en-
tering into combined sewer systems, has meant increasing 
use of these overflows, especially during the winter months.

I’ve been campaigning on this issue for several years, and 
there’s positive news to report. The Government’s Storm 
Overflows Taskforce – made up of Defra, the Environment 
Agency, Ofwat, Consumer Council for Water, Blueprint for 
Water and Water UK – has set a long-term goal of eliminating 
discharges from storm overflows. 

Following this, the Government has now announced that 
measures to reduce sewage discharges from storm over-
flows will be put into law. I’ve lobbied for these changes hav-
ing supported the objectives of the similar Sewage (Inland 
Waters) Private Members Bill. 

Recently, I met Southern Water CEO Ian McAulay to put 
pressure on the company to meet these new Government 
targets, which include a duty on water companies to publish 
data on storm overflow operation on an annual basis. While 

the infrastructure cost to eliminate storm water discharges 
would be high, we spoke about practical solutions that could 
make a difference such as making homes more wastewater 
efficient. 

Southern Water also confirmed it will publish a plan set-
ting out how it will meet the Government’s long-term target. 
But the goal of eliminating storm water discharges is one 
that will require wider collaboration which is why I will be 
expanding my work on this issue by launching a new regional 
forum. This will bring together key invited stakeholders from 
across our region to work with Southern Water to improve 
local water quality.

Don’t forget, if you know somebody that has helped 
with the vaccination effort you can nominate them for 
one of my Coronavirus Community Hero Awards. Recently 
we had the fantastic news that over 40,000 adults in the 
Havant Constituency have now received the first dose of the 
Coronavirus vaccine, around 1 in 2 people. 

So if you know anyone that has been volunteering at a 
vaccination centre or has been helping with any other as-
pect of the Coronavirus response visit www.alanmak.org.
uk/HeroAwards to nominate now. 

I hope that everyone stays safe and I’ll continue to pro-
vide regular updates to my email newsletter subscribers. 
If you wish to subscribe for updates, visit AlanMak.org.uk/
Newsletter.

Alan Mak MP, 
Member of Parliament for Havant 

Tom and Loretta of Loretta Café Bar
Words and photos by Shirley Farmer

An early rise at 4.00 a.m. to serve 700 happy customers 
…. that’s the daily routine for Tom and Loretta Gallacher 
at their newsagents and coffee bar in the High Street. The 
shop is also a big hit with local pooches who drag their 
owners in for a dog biscuit and a chat with Tom. This year as 
they celebrate an astonishing 20 years in business Loretta 
tells Shirley Farmer about life at Loretta’s Coffee Bar.

What is your main business?
Newspapers and a great range of cards and stationery. 
Our small army of young people deliver newspapers and 
magazines seven days a week to homes in Emsworth, east 
to Bosham and north to Westbourne and the surrounding 
villages. 

Why a Coffee Bar?
In Italy where I am from, the coffee bar is the focal point 
where people gather to chat, read the papers, hold 
impromptu meetings or just grab an espresso and go. I 
wanted to create a similar social experience in Emsworth 
to recognise and welcome people into the atmosphere of 
our little business. Antonella (our important member of 
staff) and I provide homemade Italian cakes and light pasta 
lunches and we offer wine and prosecco from our extensive 
range of Italian wines. Our latest coffee machine is a more 
modern version of the iconic Gaggia machine and produces 
the most delicious coffee.

After enjoying the bustling environment of the coffee bar, 
people often leave with olive oils and olive-based products 
such as pesto, sundried tomatoes and artichokes from the 
Frantoio di Valnogaredo, a small supplier in the Euganean 
Hills near Venice.

We’ve made friends with many people who visit us daily for 
a chat and a coffee. They can always be assured of a lively 
conversation with Tom! If we don’t see them, we make a 
point of trying to catch up to make sure they are OK and if 
not, to help in whatever way we can. 

You always make a big effort with your window displays.
This is such an Italian tradition. We welcome the oppor-
tunity to celebrate different festivities – Valentine’s Day, 
Mother’s Day, Easter, Halloween and of course Christmas. 
I love dressing the windows and finding typical Italian 

seasonal specialities to match the occasion. At Christmas, 
we get panettone and pandoro cake so beautifully gift 
wrapped, one can hardly bear open them, and then at 
Easter we source some very specially decorated chocolate 
eggs and sweets that cannot be found elsewhere. They are 
works of art indeed.

Have the new rules on imports from the EU had an effect?
Yes, sadly, Brexit has made a difference. Items need 
special codes, there’s much more paperwork and cost and 
everything takes longer to arrive. Hopefully the situation 
will improve soon, but in the meantime we shall persevere.

To what extent has the lockdown affected your business?
We have been able to keep the shop open for newspapers 
and other sales, but only take-away drinks are allowed. We 
have so missed and worried about our regular customers 
and we look forward to welcoming them back soon. On the 
other hand, many visitors to Emsworth have been enchant-
ed by the quirky décor and friendly atmosphere and vowed 
to return to spend time with us properly in the future. 

Loretta Café Bar, 3 High Street, Emsworth 
Tel 07824 427094
Open Monday - Sunday

Editor: The Ems offers its congratulations 
to Alan and Cathy who have announced 

their engagement. 


